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ancing many of her Allies, until at” the present
time the war is costing her $33,000,000 a day.
The long strain of providing funds for herself
and her allies has nearly exhausted Great Bri-
{ain’s almost limitless purse, so much so that
she announced that she cannot finance any fur-
ther war requirements in (‘anada. She is will-
ing to give us munition orders, to buy our
foodstuffs, ete., but we must loan her money
1o make the purchases. The securing of $150,-
000,000 from the people of C ranada will enable
(ireat Britain to place further orders for shells,
foodstuffs and other supplies in the Dominion,
thus keeping our industrial plants working to
apacity. The people of (‘anada who loan this
money are not only providing for the prosper-
ity of themselves and their fellow country-
men by keeping our industrial activities at
high piteh, but they are also securing for them-
selves a very satistactory return on the money
Back of the security are the whole
Subseribe for the

they loan.
resources of the Dominion.

Victory Loan!

Anti-German Legislation

Foretaste of what Germany is likely to en-
A counter in post-war days is heing shown
by various countries now at war with her and
by some of the leading neutrals, A good ex-
ample is furnished by the program passed by
the Chamber of Deputies in Brazil. These are
frankly stated as being reprisaly against Ger-
man ageression in that country and include the
following: the annulment of contracts for pub-
lie works entered into with Germany ; prohibi-
tion of new land concessions to German sub-
jects; control of Cierman banks and the even-
tual annulment of their licenses; extension of
these measures o German commescial firms;
prohibition of the transferof ownership of Ger-
man properties, and the infernment ol (ferman
subjects.  In the United Stales a vecommend-
ation has been made to Seerefary MeAdoo that
German insurance companies have theirlicenses
confiscated and their assets taken over. To
a greater or lesser extent this is going on
throughout a large number of countries. It
will mean that after the war Germany will be
unable to “come back’ in a commercial sense.
As a vesult of this she will not only suffer the
loss of her trade and colonies during the war,
but will be unable to get cither back in the
days Following the cessation of hostilities,

The Progress of the War

HE war news of the past Few days has not

been the kind to inspire optimism. We all
believe in the ultimate success of the Allied
Armies, but at times there are enough discour-
aging features to cause the deepest pessimism,
The news from Russia is most disquieting.
While that country has been out of the war
to all intents and purposes for nearly a year
there was a hope felt by everyone that out
of the chaos and confusion Kerensky would be
able to bring order and so unite the Russians
that they would be able to strike a blow in the
spring of 1918. Instead of that he has prac-
tically been deposed from power and his sue-
cessors in office, the Maximilianists, are openly
advocating a separate peace. Thug, instead of
Russia being a souree of strength to the Allies
she may become a source of strength to the

Peutons. A .separate peace would mean the

release of huge numbers of German and Au%-
trian prisoners, the opening up' of her grain
reserves, 0il stores and other supplies for the
use of the Teutons. ' The -collapse of Russia
means that the Allies must make greater efforts
than they have made in the past.

The Italian disaster has also furmshed
orounds for pessimism, but out of it all may
come a new-born desire and a closer allianee
on the part of Britain, France and the United
States to erush the Central Powers. Already
oood has come out of it through the formation
of an inter-Allied committee to conduct the
whole war. From now on the whole Western
front from the North Sea to the Adriatic will
be regarded as one unit, and will be under the
direction of a committee composed of leading
men of the various-Allied nations.

In France and Flanders, the British and
I'rench are slowly, but steadily pushing back
the IHuns, in spite of the tremendous difficul-
ties such as mud, constant rains, and the neces-
sity of driving the Germans from entrenched
and carefully prepared positions. The encour-
aging part of it all is that the United States,
with her immense resources realizes that she
must put her last man and her.last dollar into
the contlict, Her forces joined to those of
Great Dritain and Franee should make a com-
bination sufficient in itself to erush the four
(‘entral Powers. At the same time, it 18 some-
what discouraging to realize that Russia and
possibly Italy ean no longer be counted on as
Factors in the Great War.

Rural Problems
pre - W Leb

F ROM Dbeing ridieuled and made the butt

of cartoonists and humorists, the farm-
cris now receiving almost more than his share
of attention. Lectures on improved agricul-
ture, on increased production and other pro-
blems conneeted with the production of food
stuf fs attract capacity audiences in our larg-
est eities and oceupy large space in our lead-
ing publications. This is as it should be and
it will be well if some good comes out of the
inereased attention being paid to the problems
associated with the country.

In many respects there has been less pro-
gress made in conneetion with rural develop-
ment than any other line of industry. When
conditions throughout the world were normal,
or nearly so, these things did not bulk as
largely in the publie eye as they do to-day
when food conditions are becoming desperate.
One example will probably illustrate this
point. To-day farmers are using almost iden-
tically the same kind of plows as were
used by the ancient Egyptians or our fore-
fathers of a thousand years ago. Iron may
have taken the place of wood and a few other
minor improvements have been cffected, but
the principle of construction is the same and
the plows are still hauled by horses or oxen
as they were centuries ngo. The war has
brought to the attention of agriculturists and
those concerned with the output of food stuffs
the nced of somie other vehicle that will plow
faster and increase the acreage under crop.
As a result of this effort steam of gasoline
tractors capable of haxiling a number of plows
has resulted in a tremendous inerease in the
acreage of all the Allied countries. With the
acute shortage of labor on. the farms it is of
the’ utmost importance that every effort
should be made to use labor saving machinéry
in order that the output of the farms be not
diminished.

The war is’shaking us out of many “ruts and
foreing us to grapple with' problems of asacial,
economic and industrial nature that ‘would not
have been solved in a haif cenﬁury had we not
Leen jolted out of our coxﬁplacent attitude. Tt

i to be’hoped that since “the difficulties as-

sociated with country life are up for solution
that we will go further and grapple with such
matters as rural depopulation, good roads; the
country school and ‘associated problems. One’
of the real reasons for the decline in rural
population is the lack of social intercourse and
the dullness associated with farm . life. The
country school and the country church should
be used as social centres, but up to the present
time they do not perform these functions.” To-
day with moving pictures and many other
forms of amusement running riot in our. cities
it should surely not be difficult for our gov-
ernments or cducational institutions to put
on a series of movies throughout the rural dis-
tricts. These could be both educational and
amusing and undoubtedly would do something
to break the monotony so complained fin the
country life of to-day. Certainly something
will have to be done to make country life more
attractive. The world is calling for food stuffs
yet we make rural conditions so unattractive
that people will not go back to the land or
even stay on the farm and produce sufficient
for the world’s needs. The problems associat-
od with farm life are the most acute of all our
social and industrial questions. '

IS THERE EXCESS OF STORAGE?

The United States Secret Service is revealing the
storage of considerable quantities of food in thig city,
if. there was something exceptional or excessive
aboul it. Perhaps there is, but the facts publicly
stated prove nothing. The form of some of the state-
ments is calculated to produce an exaggerated or
perverted impression. There is no secret about this
kind of business, and it is quite useful when it is
properly conducted, as for the most part it has been.

There is a population of considerably over 5,000,-
000 in this city and it is not to be expected that all
sorts of things shall be brought and disposed of
every day to meet its needs. They come from vari=-
ous distances and in varying quantities according to
seasons and sources and means of transportation.
Storage is necessary to equitable distribution and
steady prices.
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The large figures and illustrative statements are
liable to be altogether misleading. When it is said
that there is $75,000,000 worth of “foodstuffs and
war materials,” $39,000,000 of it food, in this city and

Cits immediate vicinity,” it does not seem very strange ’

to the New Yorker. It is said that the food'is enough
to last an army of 4,000,000 two weeks. Possibly, if
the whole value were in war rations, Some may be
intended for armies and more for export or distri-
bution away from the city. The statement speaks
of sugar enough to last two weeks, if it were seized
and duly apportioned. There seems to be nothing ex-
traordinary about .that.

In normal times and under perfectly proper con-
ditions of trade, for adjusting supply to demand and
maintaining steady prices, there is a great deal of
storage with economical effect. These general state-
ments have no real significance. It might be well to
ascerlam the actual facts and compare. them with
records and with established and perfectly legitimate
methods. "~ If there is anything speculative or ex-
travagant or improper about it, that should be ex-
posed _and punished if in violation of any public regu-
lation. But this is not a time. for sheer sensation-
alism in such a matter. The National Secret Service
vsould seem to have plenty to do thhout nosing about
local t‘ood markets and storage places They are
:subjoct to state and local authority, if there is any=-
“thing wrong about them. Ther€ is: no harr;i in gath-
ering the facts and stating them as facts ‘_without per-
verting their significance. That does not seem to
‘be what the Secret Service is doing. ' '

The ‘total apgwopristlons for the Uxited {'takds
Ruw so far this year ere $1,592,732,859.
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