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Shall We Feed Grain to Cows on Pasture?

Two Ontario Dairy Farmers Say “Yes"; a Third Makes Exceptions. What Do You Think?

T a dairy meeting In Eastern Ontario some five
A years rgo & speaker from Ottawa, & man with
an ab.adance of practical experience in the
pandling of dairy cows, made the statement that a
sow benefits from . a discontinuance of grain feeding
during the month of June, but that the grain ration
abould be continued as soon as pastures showed the
least tendency to fail. This statement of the speak-

oqually experienced men agreed with the speaker.
A fow there were who did not think that grain feed-
tog In summer could be made profitable at all if sofl-
crops were provided in abundance. A general

from the discussion would be that, even in
prewar days, there was no general agreement among

en &8 to the profitableness of summer grain

what about experimental evidence? On this
agricultural colleges and experimental
are almost silent. There is very little cor
experimental work on record. Apparentl,
present gt least, every farmer must decide for
as to the grain X
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with the Increase in the cost of feed? On this point
Farm and Dairy has solicited the opinions of several

dairy farmers, and three of the replies received
Are published herewith. We would welcome letters
from others of our readers who have formed con-
clusions of thelr own on this important problem in
dalry farm management.
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Feed Grain at all Times,

GREAT many dairymen have a perplexing prob-
A lem on their hands this year. It 1a to decide

addition
many have been doing in
lormer years, Many feel that the high price of grain
makes the practice almost prohibitive tids year. The
only used grain for this purpose has been
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with the
sddition of a little ofl cake meal, good be
obtained. It takes jnat as much
Body of the cow anu what you
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ieid accordingly.—P. Smith, Perth
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Grain In June Emphasized.

B believe in feeding a grain ration steadily
W the year round, and particularly in the sum-
In such dry falls as we had

sod. A quarter of an acre planted to

pumpkins will give equally good results. It is just
the steady good feeding whi
monthly cheques that

enables the farmer to buy grain and still have & mar

gin left. We realize the great scarcity of experi.
enced farm help, and it is difficult to say what may
become of some of the large dairy herds; but a few
ocows well fed oftentimes pay better than a larger
number poorly fed—A. D. Foster & Sons, Prince
Edward Co., Ont

* e
No Grain Unless Pasture and Supplements Fail,

HALL we feed concentrates during the present
S summer? This is a question which many dairy

It is my purpose
to look at the subject from the viewpoint of the aver
age farmer, whether he be keeping pure breds or
grades, who is selling his milk at market prices and
is on the , rather than
from the sale of pure bred stock, for his yearly in-
come. This is a question to which no iron rule can
be given In answer. Conditions differ and prices
differ both of milk and the feeds to be bought. My
opinion, however, founded on a few years' experience
in producing milk for the city market is that, at
present. prices, we should, as far as possible, plan our
pastures so that it is possible to discontinue teeding
concentrates during the summer months, However,
there is a limit to all things, and circumstances must
be considered. I think the safest course is, first, to
£0 to the very limit of what can be done with rough-
age, and then add whatever quantity of concentrates
will give most profitable results,

With a quantity of ensilage to feed when the pas-
tures begin to fail, a small quantity of some con-
centrate, rich In protein, is advisable. If the cattle
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have ab pasture, whether it be
alfalts, sweet clover or other crop, there ia very
little neceasity for grain feeding.

The secret of the ability to do without grain feed-
ing during the summer months lies in the proper
planning of the summer crops, that at all times the
milk cows have an abundance of luxuriant pasture
of some kind, and I believe that more farmers fall
down at just this point than at any other. There are
very few farms where at some time or another the
milk cows do not find themselves shor' of pasture
and compelled to lessen their yield, if supplementary
feeding is not carried on. This s a condition which
should not be and which can be remedied by careful
timing of the various crops and fields on the farm.
Even at the best there are miscalculations, and if
there isone case where, more than any other, grain
foeding I8 necessary, it is in such times as this. How
many times the farmer has been counting on his
pasture holding out till some field, wheh Qe expects
to be able to turn the cows on, will be ready. Pos-
sibly he intends to take the hay off and give them
the after grass, but he has been hindered by bad
weather and cannot have it ready soon enough, Pos-
sibly there is some piece of rough land that he was
expecting to have a fence around before his other
pasture failed. Possibly his annual pasture crop
failed to grow, or possibly a few feat of silage in
the bottom of the sllo, which Le was saving for the
dry time, went bad and was not fit for feed. In any
case, his plans have gone wrong, and he has not the
feed ready when his cows demand it.

When to Feed Grain Liberally,

In such cases as these it pays to feed grain and
to feed liberally, if necessary. Under no conditions
should the yleld be allowed to suffer a drop just be-
cause the cows were short of pasture for a week or
80, for any dairyman knows that if the yield goes
down during midsummtr it simply stays down, and
may result in the loss of a few hundred dollars’ worth
of milk during the rest of the season. However, it
properly planned, there should be a continuous
ply of good pasture even during the drr spell of

(Continued on page 9.)




