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done should be preached, this also that she had done
should be spoken of for a memorial of her.”

On the other hand, what led Ephesus to leave off
their first works? Simply the fact that they had
left their first love. Ah, what a sccret! How
closely the Lord observes the pulsations of the
heart, the movement of the affections! How gensi-
tive He is to the smallest alteration of His throne
there! : .

Yes, you will serve and obey gladly him whom
you love. Does your heart ever become weary of
the word and ways of your Lord and Saviour?
Does it find less freshness, sweetness, and delight
in learning of Him? Has the world come in to
spoil and wither? Think of His love, and charge
your soul to retain the sense of it as a treasure.
“ Keep yourselves in the love of God,” said Jude to
an apostatising Christendom: “The Lord direct
your hearts into the love of God,” said Paul to a
suffering church; and casy it is to discover what
furnished the wondrous impulse to that same
apostle in his words, “1 count all things loss for
the excellency of the knowledge of Christ Jesus
my Lord, for waom,” &c. The constraining love of
Christ, apprehended in, and responded to by, our
hearts, is that which alone ean kcep‘us true and
faithful in a world where everything takes the
character of a hindrance rather than a help in our
heavenward course.

Dear young brother, you must be passing through
much experience of the evil wayg of this world in
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