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Prominent Topics.

The Democratic  victory in
The Maine Turnover. \aine astomshed  the  De-
mocrats  and almost  para-
lvzed the Republicans,  Mr. W. . Bryan is well

cnongh 1o express pleasure at the result, and Mr.
The
is enough to make hoth parties thoughtful
and will no doubt have its effect in modifying the Re
publican tariff policy or policies,

Roosevelt is able to sit up and keep silence.
turn-over

With Maine going
Dems seratic it is no time for a split in the Republican
camp. The watchword for the campaign will be “Ite
member Maine.”

The British Trades' Union
Election Expenses.  (‘ongress at Sheffield is discuss
ing the question of contributions
to which, the courts
have decided, it is illegal for the unions to con-
tribute.

to election campaign funds,

Ihe question is evidently now to be made
a parliamentary issue We see no reason why the
trades unions should be treated any differently to
The

of campaign subscriptions will bear

the business institutions in this particular.
whole subject

overhauling.

A point of much importance to fire
underwriters has  been established
of Fire Hose. in 4 test of fire hose recently made
at the Chicago Underwriters' La-
Mr, William  H. Mernill.
different brands of fire hose were subjected to a
thorough test and critical analysis with.the result
that discovery was made that the rubber used for
the lining of the hose was of an mierior quality,

Deterioration

boratories, by Sixteen

varying from 20 pc to 52 p.c. of gum.  The analyses
were verified by a

facturers, it is stated,

rubber expert.  Hose manu-
used to make a feature of
advertising their goods as pure Para—an excellent
quality of rubber,

lh e

but the frequent destruction of
at the critical moment during severe fires
demonstrates that an inferior quality of rubber
was being introduced into hose, as a consequence
presumably of the marked rise of rubber in value
As the Spectator of New York

an amportant

some months ago.
this s
consideration of fire underwriters, as the bursting

points out, matter for the
of hose at fires often involves heavy losses of pro-
perty. It is suggested that, should the quality of
hose continue to depreciate, 1t

will  be necessary

for fire departients to take vigorous measures
Comptroller  of the

Murray, of Washington, ap-
Bank Examiners. [ ars to be an energetic official

Currency
Examining the

working in a field where his
energy will not woon be exhansted  for  lack
of objects to spend itself upon Hardly a
week of recent months appears to  have gone

by without some annougcement from him making
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apparently towards  better orgamzationor better
control of the United States From
the banks he has now transferred his attention to
the bank examiners. A considerable number of
them have been suddenly transferred to new ficlds,
this “general post” bemg the
unofficial statement that the newly ac redited ex-
aminers are to report on the work of their prede-
And Mr. Murray has followed this up
by an announcement that he will make a personal
investigation of conditions all exammation dis-
tricts.  “In almost m the
course of a statement issued to the examiners, "ot

banks

accompamed by

COSS0TS.

every case,” he says,

a4 national bank failure since 1 have been comp-
troller, the insolvency could have been averted
had the national bank examiner determined  the
true condition and reported his findings m time
for me to force a correction the admimstration

of the bank's affairs”

comment of this kind
that  Washigton s
lllg]ll_\' dissatistied with the work

Caustic
An Unworkable
Administration.

suggests

and  the con-
dition of the Banks and that heroic measures are
But the truth i the
situation, in the opmion of well known observers,
is that the national bank

of the exammers

considered necessary real

admimstration 15 out

of date and nearly unworkable. This view

has
been unpleasant to the officials who are i charge
in Washington, but the drft of cvents makes 1t
clear that they must, however reluctantly, accept
the 1dea. the Cur-

The present  Comptroller ot

rency has, since his accession to office, attempted
in various ways to secure better discipline among
widespread
the

greater or

the examiners and to establish more

observance of the national act among banks

themselves.  There has been a less

measure of success all these undertakings, and
many of the most notoriously lax institutions have
been subjected to rebuke and have put thewr aftairs
into *bhetter order. the
troller's latest letter shows, and as can be learned
from a multitude of other sources, the situation 1s

Nevertheless, as Comp

far from being €atistactory m the large sense and

it has proved nearly imposstble to get the results

lhl'

the national system which causes the

desired in many mstances tate of things
present an
xiety and 1s giving rise to the forthcomng tour
of mspection 1s due to fundamental conditions and
Even it

for the time being, they will recur,

corrected
the

likely to continue defects are
because
factors which produced them are still present

In spite of some discouraging
Toronto Exhibition. cuther o mditions the Toronto
Exhibition cleared $j5000 th
veat

vear as aganst $50,000 last The total recei

were $275.000. The attendance this year was 837

against 752,000 last year




