8 THE DOMINION PRESBYTERIAN

Che Dominion Presbyterian

IS PUBLISHED AT

323 FRANK ST., - OTTAWA
AWD AT )
MONTREAL AND WINNIPEG

Terme: One year (50 issues) in
advance, $1.50,

BPECIAL  OFFER.—Any one sending us
FIVE new names and 8500 will be entitled
to & FREE copy for twelve months.

The date on the label shows to what time the
paper ' “aid for. Notify the publisher at once
of any . istake in label,

"Pcm in continued until an order 1 sent for

', and with i, of arrear-

ages,

Bend all remittances by check, money onder,
or registered lotter, made ble t -
MINION PRMHYTHR!A;.” -

Wh.ulh-uldmdmrmhlah
changed, send the old as well as new address,

Bample copies sent upon application.

Letters should be add ressed :—

THE DOMINION PRESBYTERIAN,
PO, Dawer 563, Ottaws,
€. BLACKETT ROBINSON,
Manager and Editor

Orrawa, Wernnespay, Arr. 14, 1000

An alarming tendency to drink s
showing itself among the Indians of the
Yukon. This is largely due to idleness.
An effort ia to be made to counteraot
this tendency by interesting them in
wrienlture. Tt is hard to make an In
dian into a farmer, but it is worth trying.

The Catholic Register asks for two
chapel cars for the two great transcon
tinental lines of railway. A chapel on
wheels is a good idea, and our church,
which has done so much for the north
west, might employ such an agency use
fully. 8ame of our wealthy members
might make a gift of a portable church,

Germany has a law which provides that
a man who wastes his earnings in vicious
habits may be declared a minor, and
his wages will then be paid to a guardian
who expends them for the support of
the man's family. If the man refuses to
work the molice look after him and see
that he does. An excellent law, which
some other countries would do well to
copy.

A Mathodist mindsterial union has been
formed in Vietoria, B.C., somewhat dif.
ferent in character from those usually
existing. It admits 4o membership min-
isters, missionaries, their wives and their
widowe. They gather together once in
two months around the tea table, for soo-
ial intercourse and to dicouss papers and
subjeots of mutual interest. Suoh an
association should prove very helpful.
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THE POISON OF A SNEER.

Of all the forms of evil influence that
of sneering at religion on the part of
young people is perhaps most mischiev
oua, and especially so, where they are
supporad to have been born and bred
in Caristian families. Not only is a
sneer inspired by a more subtle form
of depravity than ordinary unbelief, but
it weighs more with the young, with §
lees reason. An argument against reli-
glon counts for so mueh, seccording to
the weight of it, and when it is inspired
by honest doubt, there is supposed to be
a certain manliness about it which be
comes a rede ming feature in one's lack
of faith. But a sneer is as likely as
anything to be a pure plece of prefudice
and malignity. Tt does not imply any
sincere and inteiligent thin* g, and etil)
lesa any respect for the sincere and in
telligent thinking of sthers. It is utter
ly void of a good impulse or motive,
and seems to be a pure excitation of
the devil. Wherein, then, lies the mis.
chief of it? In this: that it inetils fta
poison through the medium of ridicule
before which young people so easily
wither. A sneer ja usually conceived
under some expression which is laugh
able;: and in a smart, contemptuons,
reckless spesch which sets the company
in a roar, one may do more harm than
he could do in arguing for a week. In-
deed, in nine cases out of ten, if a young
person would but reason about the
thing at which he sneers, he would only
prove how little his words and opinion«
are entitled to any weight whatever.

To say nothing about the mischief
whicl je done in this way among those
young people who have more or less
respect for religion as connected with
our Sunday schools and churches, it is
believed that this habit of eneering is
the most potent instrument of evil with
persons of similar age connected with

printing and manufacturing establish
ments. It is well known that such per
wons, to say nothing of their elders,

have, as a rule, perhaps little or no re
spect for the institutions of religion.
Well, how did they come by itl Are
they especially read and qualified to
argue in matters of this sort? They
would make no such pretensions. But
that is a rare establishment in which
there is not some witty, tonguey, reck
less person who ie always raising a
laugh at the expense of Christian peo-
ple. He “gets off" such epithets and
¢

THE POSITION OF QUEEN'S
UNIVERSITY,

The position of Queen's University
with relation  to  the Presbyterian
Church will again come up for consid-
eration at the next meeting of the
General Assembly, and the future of
the university will depend on the de-
clslon arrived at. Queen's cannot ex-
pect to retin her professors unless she
can afford 1o pay them better salaries,
and unless a retiring allowance can
be provided similar to that they would
enjoy under the Carnegie fund, it they
were retiring from work in a univer-
sity having no denominational sfini-
ties.  Further, means must be pro-
vided for expansion, for Queen's can-
not to attract which
fortunately she has been able to do
in the past, unless she can keep vace
with the ever growing demands of a
university which would keep up with
the new discover'es constantly being
made in all departments of knowledge.

The position briefly stated Is this.
Previous to the death of Principal
Grant he foresaw the future, and ad-
vised that steps should be taken to
nationalizse Queen's. The General As-
sembly, in 1900, when the matter was
submitted to it, resolved that it would
avprove of any well considered chauge
which would increase the usefulness
of the university, and appointed a com-
mittee to confer with the trustees. A
meeting was called of all in.crested,
and a practically unanimous decision
in favor of the proposal was reached.
The report of the committee, when
submitted to the Assembly In 1901,
was adopted. In 1902 the proposed
changes in the charter were approved
of. Only parllamentary legislation was
required to give them effect. Menn-
time Principal Grant died, and in 1903,
when the draft act was submitted, the
Assembly reversed Its former action,
and resolved that if the denomination-
al relations of the university were left
unchanged they would vpromote a
movement to secure an adequate en-
dowment.

For over four years the work of
ralsing half a million dollars, that be-
ing the amount almed at, went on,
Rev. Robt. Laird having been appoint-
ed by the Assembly to carry on the
canvass. The result has been disap-
pointing. The church has not risen to
the ! Andrew Carnegle gen-

oddly biting and prof ox

that they have all the weight of knock
down arguments. And yet they are not
arguments at all, but only bitter, malig
nant words, spiced with wit, or with

erously offered that when $400.000 was
recelved he wonld give $100,000. Up to
October 1, 1908, about. which time the

what passes for such in the P
Let young people be carefully g

ded

was ded, $312.111.60 had

againet such a habit as this, whether
they would influence others, or suffer
from their influence. If they must pass
torough the period of doubt and misgiv
ing, be it so. But caution them against
that malign, Satanic spirit which would
instil the poison of a eneer, where it
is void of knowledge, and kill by ridi-
cule, when it could not harm by reason.

centennials to be
tnat of Horatius Bonar the
writer, which will shortly be cele-
Among his well known hymns
“I heard the volce of Jesus say,
the favorite communion hymn,
O My Lord, I see thee face

it
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been bed, of which $174,631.67
had been pald, and most of the con-
gregations had been visited. This
loaves nearly §90,000 still to be secured
belore Mr. Carnegie's offer can be tak-
en advantage of. Even If the half
milllon was all secured, the trustees
have no way of providing a retiring
allowance for aged and infirm pro-
fessors, with the natural result that
the university must fail to attract as
capable men as those who will be ap-
pointed to chairs In universities which
enjoy the advantages of the Carnegle
foundation, and must be prepared to




