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" DEEM EVERY DAY OF YOUR LIFE \ LEAF IN YOUR HISTORY,”

MARRYING HIS WASHERWOMAN,

CrArLes Riviere Durresyy was a French comic
writer of great repute in his day. He was descended
from Henry LV..* to whom, it is said, he bore consider-
able resemblance. Dufresny possessed great natural
talents for gardening, and was, on this account, ap-
'mintml by Louis XIV. comptroller of the royal gardeus,
The *“Graud Monarch,” to enhance Dufresuy’s income,
also gave him several privileges, amongst which was
the monopoly of the manufacture of looking-glasses
a most important concession. 'T'his right, however,
with several others that he held, he readily disposed
of for ready money, for he invariably managed to he
penniless in an exceedingly short space of time sand in
reference to his want of funds, one of his friends ob-
served to him that * poverty was not a crime.” * No,
its much worse,” answered Dufresny. Louis XIV,,
who was very much attached to him, supplied him
liberally with funds on many occasions, but at length
grew tived of the continual demands made by Du-
fresny, saying, *“I am not powerful enough to make
Dufresny rich.,” Losing his first wife, Dufresuy married
his laundress, in order to pay the washing bill due to
her.  Puris was full of this occurrence for a few days,
he bheing well teased for this mésalliance ; and the fol-
lowing 1s an anecdote told of him at this time, in con-
nection with his wife, the laundress. Meeting a cele-
brated Abbé, who was not conspicuous for cleanliness,
he reproached him for always wearing such dirty
linen.  The AblLé had the best of it, for he sarcastically
replied, “Ah! every one is not so fortunate as to
marry a washerwoman.” On leaving the court, Du- |
fresny began to write for the theatres, and after lead-
ing a chequered life, he died in Paris, in 1724,

this secret agent to France, and a stronger flcet under

him by the French. When the en my hove in sight
most of the British ships were tuking in water and pro-
visions, and many of the men were on shore, All hands
were at once called on board, and the line of battle was
formed; but to Commodore Johnson's astonishment,
his well-informed foe disregarded all precaution, and
steered straight for the centre. Sufferin was at length
beaten off, but not without the heavy loss of 207 men in
killed and wounded. ~Occurrences of this sort were not
infrequent, and at last suspicion was directed to a
Frenchman who lived in splendid style in Bond-street,
London, and who gave himeelf out to be a gentleman
of fortune. Iis name was De la Motte, A watch was
set on his movements, and he was apprehended and
sent to the Tower of London. At his urial his guilt
was conclusively proved, and it was shown that his
replies were conveyed to France by a confederate, De
Ia Motte was condemned to death, and to suffer the
horrible additional mutilation inflicted on traitors,
He was executed at Tyburn on the 27th June, 1781, and
underwent his fate with much calmness and fortitude.
After he had been hanged for an hour, his hody was cut
down and laid on a block, when (a fire having been
previously kindled) the executioner severed the head
from the trunk, and making an incision in his breast
ripped out the heart, which having been exposed to the
surrounding spectators, was thrown into the flames.
The body was then scorched ; and after all this dreadful
treatment it was delivered to an undertaker, who
placed it in a handsome coffin, and it was then buried.

NEWSPAPER STAMP.

The following account of the origin of the newspaper
AN ““AMAZON.” stamp is given by Mr, Cooke, in his *“ Life of Boling-

B i | broke :"—**Queen Anne, in one of her messages to Par-

I'he sanguinary battle of Fontenov was fought be- | linment, declared, that, by seditious papersand factious
tween the French, commanded by the celebrated Mar- rumours, designing men had been able to sink credit,
shal Saxe, and the English, Hanoverians, Dutch, and that the innocent had suffered; and she recom.
and Austrians, commanded by the Duke of Cumber- mended the House to find a remedy "equal to the mis-
land. Louis XV, and the Dauphin were present. Mar- | chief, In obedience to the Queen's desire, and at the
shal Saxe, who (being ill of the disorder of which he instance of her Secretary, the Parliament passed a bill,
afterwards died) was carried about to all the POSLS In | in 1712, imposing a stamp duty upon pamphlets and
a litt ssured his troops that the day would be their publications. At its origin, the amount of this stamp
he success of the British at the commencement | was a halfpenny; and it is cur ious to observe what an
of the engagement is still quoted as an illustration of
the extraordinary power of a column, but despite
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the most favourite papers.
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wound in the arm at Fontenoy.
THE FATE OF A SpPY.
Public opinion in England has rarely been roused

more strongly against an ine

case of F'rancis De La MorTE, a Frenchman, residing

in England. During the w

France the French continually received information of
the sailings of the English fleet and Convoys.
informant had studied his business carefully ; for not
were the number of ships correctly stated, but

only ;
even their strength in men

in several cases with the most disastrous results, as a

solitary instance will show.
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I
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FOR PROFIT—NOT FAME.

Sir GopFrREy KNELLER was born at Lubeck, in 1646.
Showing, in his youth, a decided bent for pamting, he
was placed under the tuition of that great painter,
Rembrandt. Coming over to England in 1674, he was
patronised by the Duke of Monmonth, and eventually
became painter to no less than five monarchs—Charles
I, James I1., William 11, Queen Anne, and George

It was for William III. he painted the beauti 8 at
Hampton Court. A eritic,in speaking of him, sa
“Nir Godfrey Kneller has been Justly accused of caring
more for money than lasting fame ; and in the latter
part of his life he is said to have used some experi-
mental preparations in his colours which made them

work fair and smoothly off, hut not endure. A friend
| noticing it to him, said, * What do you think posterity
will say, Sir Godfrey Kneller, when they see these
pictures some years hence ?* *Say !"replied the artist ;
‘why they'll say Sir Godfrey never painted them.” As
many of his productions are below mediocrity, his
own remark might appropriately be applied to them.’
1t is related of Sir Godfrey that he once had a dispute
with the celebrated Dr. Radeliffe, about a garden door
—they being next-door neighbours ; when Kneller sent
the Doctor word he must close the door up. ** Tell

4 " ! v | him,” peevishly said Radcliffe, ** that he may do any-
Commodore Johnson was i “And 1,” answered

4 4 thing with it but paint it!”
ead with an English fleet, Kneller, ** can take anything from him but physic!”
ily-laden East Indiamen. Sir Godfrey was on very intimate terms with Pope,
outs was at once sent by and most of his eminent -ontemporaries ; and as he
possessed an unflagging fund of humour, and was of a
gay and convivial turn, his acquaintance was eagerly
sought after. 1Ile continued to practice his art tiil
after he was seventy years of age, and amassed a Jarge
fortune—which is more than he would have done if he
had followed the military profession, whi¢h he was
educated for at Leyden.
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