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to whii'h I n-lVrifd iit tho Itint insptiiiK. It in oilled thi' Noitli.-rn Mlue.loint. It JHiiot
<|uil.' tin" Name HH tlic onlirmry hliii' .loiiit, wliidi in toiiiiiion in li.w IhikIn uikI rniiiHln.ii,

iirul «i-.>\vs 111 IKK Ntri'iiins mid rivfiM. TIiim Ih ii n«»itht'rii varioty >ind Ims ii !,'iciit. r vuluo
an II fiKldiT |iliinl It liitM iiKiiH leaf and tlif nU'iiik hh- iiitlni tiin'r, ami I li-licvi. it
will |.n.v.' a N<Ty \aluali!«< ^tiiss. On.. ,.f tli«' pioldi-riiH wlii.li lui^ t<» Imi (..iiHiiificd in
toliiid a KiiisHiliat will ({row in tli*>ll(KNled in<>adow.s particularly aimij; tlit- hanks of tho
St. hawivnce, wli»'i« there arc a Kicat many aorcs which aro lluodijl in tlio spiin^r. Tho
• lucstion \-^m to what kind of KrasM can Ih'mowii |.i<»Htal)ly to taki» ilie place uf thi' coarse
.s.'d>{«>* and niai*Nh Kransen which kii.w thiTc naturally. 'I'Iuh jji-ilsh will l,» valual.lc for
uw- in this way, as well as the coniinoti lUuc Joint yriws. A varii'ty known bh the
Caiiaiy llccd jf|(i>s will also lie a valuable ),'ra«H for this purpose. This is one of the
prolileuiH wc are conHiderinjr now.

WKKIW.

The next suit ject which has been studied in the Motanical Department at tho Kxpori-
mental I'lu in particularly durinj,' the last two years is that relatin- to weeds. Tli it a
dee|. interest has iH'en shown in this suitject is evidenced by the larije number of letters
received from farmers in all parts of Cana<la. but particularly in Manitoba. Weeds in
Manitoba had increased s,, much that the farmers saw they had to take some very decided
measures toeiadicate tlieiii or they would become a source of very serious loss. The .Min-
ister of A^ricullui'-. the Hon. .Mr. (ireenway. published a veryexcellent bulletin, decidedly
the best bulletin that has ever been imblished for the purpose for which it was re.|uired
and one which has done a «reat deal of ^.'ood in the country. During the last two sum-
mers for a shnrt time, with the permission «.f our Minister of Aijriculture, I have been
iiiMaiiitolia lecturing upon weeds, and in that way a uonaideral)le interest has been
stirred up in the subject

; and a larjjo number of farmers have beciune acijuainted with
the habits of weeds and have been enabled to i<leiitify them. I think there is no
more imp(.rt.int infnrmation about weed.s. l..okin>,' to their eradication, than to under-
stan<l the iiaiiire of tln'ir «iowth. AIthou«h there are a large number of plantH which
are .sometimes ai.'(riessive enemies to fanner.s, the firinciples ujjon which they are t(» bn
fought are simple, and really all depend on the nature of the plant, *.*•., on one or two
very imjiortant characteristics of each kind,

CLA88IFIC.\TION OK WKEDs.

The divisi.)n of all plants into three classes i.s, of course, very important, namely :

Those plants which live for one year, those which have a lif.' of two years, and all
others which live for many years. Vw those which live for one year, the eradication
is simply a matter of preventin« them from .seeding and this ayain a|)pl es to those that
live fur two years. If .seeds are not produced the plant.s, of comse, must die out. The
iiio,st dithcult class of all to light ajiainst is that known as perennials, or plants which
live for many years. Ai;ain, we find tli.it we can divide these up again, fnr purposes
of considering how to gc^t rid of them, into those; which root near the surface of the
ground, and those which re ot deeply. To get lid of those which root near the .«urfaco
of the ground, we have only to prevent their seeding iid by ploughing throw them up
to the ail to dry out; but with those which r(jot deejily it is a more dillicult matter;
we must f.lou.h deeply, so as to prevent the formation of leaves as long as possiljle so that
they may starve; the leaves are necessar to the plants to absorb food from the air.
The.se general princi[)les cover the whole of weed eradicati.in

; but we know that in
different sections of tho country the same plant may develop different characteristics.
As an illusMa:ir.n of this, I ne.'d only refer to the Canada thistle. The Canada thistle
about Winnipeg and for a few miles beyond is very troublesome, and is just as aggres-
sive to farmers there as it is here. Hut farther west on tlie drier lands tiie Canada
thistle is not a weed, is not aggressive, does not produce many sncrls and is no tiouble
to keef. down. That is largely a matter of climate. There are many plants which
give no trouble here

; but which under different climatic conditions would become
weeds In the eastern provinces of Canada to prevent the Canada i histle from becoming
our master, we find that mowing early and again alwut September to prevent the
leaves from performing their functions and storing ui» nourishment in the rootstocks,


