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10 GRAMMAR OF THE P^NCfLISH LANGUAGE.

4. A common noun is the name of a person, pla(!c, or thing,

considered not merely as an individual, hut as one of a class.

Horse, town, hoy, table, are common nouns.

The word common comes from the I^t. communis, "shared by several'
we find it also in community, commonalty, etc.

and

(i) A common noun is ho called because ib belongs in covimnn to all

the persons, places, or things in the same class.

(ii) The name rabbit marks off, or distinguishes, that animal from
all other animals ; but it does not distinguish one rabbit from another—
it is common to all animals of the class. Hence we may say : a com-
mon noun distinguishes from without ; but it does not distinguish within
its own bounds.

(iii) Common nouns have a meaning; proper nouns have not. The
latter may have a meaning ; but the meaning is generally not appro-
priate. Thus persons called Whitehead and Longshanks -may be dark
and short. Hence such names are merely signs, and not significant marks.

5. Comnion nouns are generally subdivided into

—

(i) Class-names.

(ii) Collective nouns.

(iii) Abstract nouns.

(i) Under class-names are included r.ot only ordinary names, but
also the names of materials—as tea, sugar, wheat, tvaier. The names
of materials can be used in the plural when different kinds of the
material are meant. Thus we say " fine teas," " coarse sugars," when
we mean fine kinds of tea, etc.

(ii) A collective noun is the name of a collection of persons or
things, looked upon by the mind as one. Thus we say committee,
parliament, ci'owd ; and think of these collections of persons as each
one body.

(iii) An abstract noun is the name of a quality, action, or state,

considered in itself, and as abstracted from the thing or person in
which it really exists. Thus, we see a number of lazy persons, and
think of laziness as a (juality in itself, abstracted from the persons.
(From Lat. abs, from ; tractus, drawn.)

(a) The names of arts iinil simpmcps are' abstract nouns, because tliey are the
names of i)i-ocesso8 of tliought, coiisiilered apart and abstracted from the
persons who iiiactise them. Thus, mvsk; pninting, grammar, chemistry,
astronomy, are abstract nouns.

(iv) Abstract nouns arc («) derived from adjectives, as hardness,
ihdnesH, sloth, from hard, dull, anil slow; or (6) from verbs, as <jirowth,

thought, from grow and think.


