
THE GERMAN IDEA

7. As regards Poland, the creation of a new
Polish State.

In rejecting these terms as intolerable, the Ger-
man Government pointed with professed indignation
to "the fate of the Irish people" and of the Boer
Republics, the Protectorates of Britain and France
in North Africa, "the suppression of foreign nation-
alities in Russia, and, finally, the oppression of
Greece, which is unexampled in history." It would
appear, tlien, that the German Government regards
all these as cases which ought not to have been
allowed to occur. On the same principle, clearly,

the cases of the subjection by Germany of Danes in

Sleswig, Poles in Poland, and French in Alsace-
Lorraine; and of the subjection of Slavs, f '«chs,

and Roumanians by Austria, ought not to hav« been
allowed to occur. So far there is a semblance of
common ground for discussion.

If it be asked, however, whether (i) the release of

Greece from all Ally control, which she can obtain

by simple observation of strict neutrality, would be
regarded by Germany as a ground for yielding any
one of the demands of the Allies, it will at once be
perceived that her action is in no way determined
by what the Allies have done. If it be asked, again,

(2) whether the granting to Ireland of complete
Home Rule as soon as the Irish people can agree

on a settlement would be admitted by the German
Government to be a ground for freeing the Poles

and Danes, either by way of Home Rule or other-

wise, it will be at once realised that the reference to

Ireland does not imply the slightest disposition to

do for Poles and Danes what it is declared by im-
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