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In my father's time a “ Yankee ” vessel often came to Thunder Bay

i with whiskey and hid the barrels in the sand. Stephen Jeffery, of Pene-
I tanguishene, would come through the Indian trail from Colborne Bay
i and get the whiskey and take it across to his canteen. After the barrels
i were emptied they would break them up and leave the staves on the
| sand. They would sometimes dig holes in the gravel at Lighthouse
i Point, on Christian Island, and hide the whiskey and cover it with brush, f
until they came after it. The distance through the Indian trail across
to Colborne Bay opposite to the barracks was called seven miles, I ;'
worked two years in Saginaw and at the Bruce Mines, with three hun-
dred men, under Manager Campbell* I attended school in Pene-
tanguishene three months under a teacher named Antoine Lacourse.
His grandson, Wm. Lacourse, and Francis Marchildon were drowned
some years since on their way to Christian Island. I knew Rondeau at
the old Fort, who ate a root of la carotle d moureaw (wild parsnip) and
was poisoned. He was planting potatoes and found the root. His wife
said it was good to eat. While she was getting dinner he ate some and
died the same night. I saw him when they buried him in Pene-
tanguishene. The Labattes left Drummond Island in 1827; the troops
left in 1828, and most of the French-Canadians in 1820. ‘
I heard of the burning of the schooner Nancy at Nottawasaga. She

ran into the river followed by the Yankee schooners. She got inside the
bar, where they had a slight skirmish, when the captain set fire to her
to prevent her falling into the hands of the Yankees. While passing
Detroit the captain kept a keg of powder on deck ready to blow her up
in case of attack. The captain and his men were left with nothing but
the yawl boat, and they made their way back to St. Joseph Island by
the North Shore, where they saw two “ Yankee” vessels. They ran
across to Mackinaw and got permission from the Colonel and returned
and captured the two schooners, Capt. MeTavish boarded one of the
vessels as a negro was in the act of loading a cannon, when he cut off’ his

head with a sword, the former falling overboard. The captain seized
the body and pitehed it over also, saying, as he did so, " Follow your '
head.”¥

Pierre Giroux took a squaw for his wife from Moose Point and é

* A very interesting account of the Bruce Mines when at the height of their prosperity
(in 1849-50) may be found in the Second Report of the Ontario Bureau of Mines (1892)
pages 171-8. It was written by Walter William Palmer, and is entitled, ** A Pioneer’s
Mining Experience on Lake Superior and Lake Huron,”

t This is a popular version of the capture of the two *“ American ” schooners, Scorpion
and Tigress, near Mackinaw in 1814, Another version of the capture, from the pen of John
MeDonald of Garth, may be found in Masson's ** Bourgeois,” I1, p. 55.




