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become involved in an inflammatory process by the direct extension of
the disease from the aortic valves upon the surface of the aorta. This
mode has been suggested for a number of cases of acute mycotic
anearysm, in which acute valvular disease was present in the heart.
This primary invasion of the lining membrane of the aorta was
suggested by the continuous layer of exundate from the involved aortic
valve to the aneurysm. In unot a few cases, however, as well as our
own, there was a strip of healthy aorta lying between the valvular
disease and the aortic aneurysm. From the presence of the great
damage in the external zone of the aorta, as well as the constant
finding of inflammatory foci of lesser degree in the outer part of this
vessel, we feel convinced that these aneurysms have their beginning in
the progressive destruction in the outer portion of the arterial wail

In conclusion, it is important that greater attention be given to the
various types of acute aneurysms and their relations to acute rheumatic
fever; and, further, that the almost constant presence of some in-
flammatory reaction in the ascending limb of the aorta be recognised
as an associated condition in this disease.
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