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Grcat BriUin, or that Vem-zuela, ts In the right

In the mattfrs that are in issuc. But they lay

down that the dcx^trinu o( l'n'sidcnt Mimroe.

when he opp<)8«l the fniposition «t European

gystcnii, or the reiii'WBl of European coloiil/a-

tlon, cimfers upini theni thi- rijiht of (iemanilini

that whiii n Eunjpi'iin l'owcr has a frontier dif-

fcrenoe with a Soutli American communlty, the

EuniiH-an l'ower sliull coiisi'nt tu refer that con-

troversv U> iirbitration: muí Mr. ülney Btates

tliHt unkw llir Majcstv s (Jovenimeut accede to

thisdeiuand. it wiil ' (rreiitlv i-ml>arrnss the future

reliitions betweon Oreat Hritain ami the fnitcd

Mtates.' >Vhaievcr may be the authority of tho

doctrine Ittiii ilown l)y I*rcsident MonriM'. there

ia nuthiiiK in hi* lanRuasi" to sliow that lie ever

thi)U):ht of >'l»imin^ tlii» novel prerogallve for the

Vniteil ¡^tutts. ... I will not now enter into a

disciission of the meritsof this mcthixl of termi-

natini; Internationiil iliticrences. It has preved

itsílt viilimlile in niimy case»; but it Í8 not free

from defecta, which often o|H!r»te a-s a serious

drawlMicli on its viiluc. It Is not always easy

to tind an Arliitmlorwlioiscompetent, and who,

at tho sume tiinr. ia whollv free from bias; aml

the task of inaurinj? romplianec with tlie Award
when it istuaile is not exempt fromdilHiiilty. . .

.

" In the n-marl4» which I hiive mude. I have

argued on the theory that the Monroe doctrine

in itsflf Is wmnd. I must not. howevcr, be un-

dcrstiHxl as expressins any arceptance of it on

the part of Iler >Iajesty's Government. It must

nlwavs be mentiouetl witli ri-speit, on account of

the liistinsuished statesman to whom it is due,

and the piat nationwlio liaví- (lenerally adopted

it But International law isfounded on the sen-

eral consent of uations : and no statesman. how-

ever emlnent. anil no nation. howevcr powerful.

are competent to insert into thecode of Interna-

tional law a novil principie which wa.s nevir

recosniz'd before, and which has not since lieen

acceplid liv lile Government of any othir loun-

trv. . . . tiiouRli the lansua^.« of l'n-sident

Monroe is dinctiHl to the attainmi-nt of olijects

wldch most Englishraen would a>rrte to be salu

tary. it is impos.sil'le to aiindl that they liave

1h i'n inscribed by any aditpiati' authority in the

ciHle of iuternatiónariaw ; aml the danger which

Riuli ailmis.sion would iiivolví- is suiflciently ex-

hibitid iKJth bv tlir stran);e development which

the diKtrine luis neiiveil at Mr. ülney's hands.

and the arL-nnieiita by whicl» it Is supported. In

tlie despiitcli nm\n feply. In defcnce of it he

says :
" TliM distance and 3,0<)0 milis of inter-

vening ocean makc any pernianent |M)litieal

unión between a Eumpean and an American

State unnatural aml inexp'ilieiit will liardly 1h'

dinled. But plivslcal and gcograpliiial coiisid

eralions are the feast of fue objeilions to such a

unión Europe li:is a sct of priiiiary iiitcrests

whicli ari' peculiar to herself ; America is not

iiitircsted in them. and ought not to !« vexeil

1.1 lomplicated with Ihetn.' . . The necessary

mciiiiiiig of these words is that tlie unión be-

twien Great Hritain and Canadá; lietween

Giiat Britain and .lamalca and Triniílad :
Ih'

twieii Gnat Britain and Britisli Honduras or

Brilish Guiana are 'Incxpcdient und unnatural.'

IVsident MonriK' disflaims any such inference
* from bis diN-trlne ; but lu this. as In other re-

sp-iis Mr OUiev develop» It He laya down
tliut tlic' luexpwlii'nt and unnatural character of

the uiiiou iKtwcen a European aiul American

8t«te U «o obvloui that It ' will hardly be de-

nled." Her Majcsty's Govemmcnt aru prepared

emphatlcally to deuy it on bchalf of lioth the

Brltlah and American people who are subject to

her Crown."
In hls Bccond despatch, Lord 8ali»bury drew

the eoncluslons of hls government from the fiui»

as seen on the Engllsli side, and annouBced its

decisión, in the foUowing terms: "It will lie

seen . . . lliat the Government of Great Britiiin

have from the tirst held the same view as to tbu

extent of terrltory which they are entitlcii to

claiin as a matter of right. It comprlseil the

coast-line up to the Hlver Amacura. and the wliole

basln of the Easequibo Kiver ani' s tributurits.

A portion of that clalm. howevi., they haví- al-

wavs iH-en willing to waive alUigether : in reíranl

toanother portion, they have been and coiiiiuue

to be perfectly ready io submit the quesiiou of

their tltle to arbitratlon. As regaras the n-st.

that wlilch lies within the so-called Hchombiiriik

line. they do not consider that the righis of

Greitt Britain are opeu to ((Uestiou. Evcn wiiliiii

that Une they have. on various occasions. olTencl

to Venezuela consideralile concessions as a niaiter

üf frlendslilp and conciliution, and for the par-

póse of securing an amicable settlemcnt of the

dispute. If a» time ha» goiic on the conces-sious

thus offered diminished in extent. and have iiow

been withdrawn. thl» has Iieen the necessary

conscquence of the gradual spread over the

country of British siatlements, which Her Ma-

jestv's Government catinot In iustice totlic In-

habttants olTer to surreuder to forcign rule, i'iid

the Justlce of such withdrawal is amply Ixiriie

out by the n-searehea in the national arcliivi'sof

Holland and Kpain. which have fumishisl fur-

ther and more convincing evidencc in support of

the British claims.
" Her Majesty'S Oovemmcnt are slneenly de-

sirouB of beingin friendly relatlons wltli Vene-

zuela, and certainly have no dcslgn to sii/c ter-

litorv that properly belongs to her, or forcibly

to extend sovereignty over any portion of her

population. They luive, on the contrarv, rijieat-

eiily expressed their reaillness to submit to :irlii

tration the conflictlng claims of Great Hritain

nnd Venezuela to large tracts of territorj- which

from their auriferous nature are linown to lie "f

almost uniold valué. But they cannot conmnt

to cntertain. or to submit to the arbltratii^n uf

another P.wcr or of forei.gn Jurists. howevcr

eminent. claims liased on the extravagaiit fte-

teiisioas of Spanish oftlcials in the last i-eiitiiry.

aiid involving the transfer ol largc nuniUrs of

BrilIsh siibjects. who have for many yiars en-

joyed the setticd rule of a Britisli C'oloiiy. lo a

nation of dilTerenl race and langu ge. wliose

political systi-m Is subject to freciuenl di-turb-

ance. and wliose institutlons as yet t(K. nfion

alTord very inadeiiuatc pnitectlon to Ufe and

proiierty. No ls»ue of thl» deacription lias evir

lieen involved in the «luestioos whirh tireat

Britain and the United States have constiitul lo

submit to arbltr»tion, and Iler Majcsty's liov-

erumenl are convluced that in similar cin-ira

stanws the Government of the United States

woi'ld be equally flrm in declining to entiriaín

proposals of such a nature."—Orenf Hritain.

Viif>erth¡i Command: Vnittd Stattt So. 1. l'^O*.
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