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<it cii^o 111 apply a tiTtilizir wliiih pn-iiit-

acid and imta^li. Of i-nur^i' tlicrc arc cases

all thr Iiliii Mt^, nilriit'cii, lilin-pliorio

ill wiiicli soil ciiiiiiitii)iis nr -pccial crop

ref|iiircniciits call for iiitrop'n nr fur plm-plinric acid or for iintii>ii. I'nr such wp
rccdimnciid tlic ai)plicatiiiii that -ccin- dc-iraMc perhaps supcrphcsphntc, pcrlmps

iiitrati- of sixhi, and so oii. lint in the inajnrily nf in-tain'cs wc advise a I'oniplctc

fertilizer, for experience lias lanL'lit n- tliat fruiii -m-h there i- the trreatest expectation

of n protitahh- return.

MIMMI \l i:\lTMilTllir. f ill Tlir. MWIMIM I'lli'llT.

Tlic next jinint is that the lar^'ot profits do not aluays result from -he hirire-t

apjilicatioiis. 'i'liat view is not jrcnerally licld. especially in tlic provinces of New
Rriinswick and Nova Scutia, where in late year- fertilizer a^'ents and other- have heen

ndviicatinp iiiiTcasintr the amounts nf fertilizers, inirticnlarly for the potato emp. I'.nt,

as I have said, it is nut a (luc-tinn "if yields: it is a question nf profits. That is what
we use fertilizer for, and wc have ohtaincd the hest returns, dollar for dollar, from a

moderate application of fertilizer. We mitiht say that in the lartrcr nunilicr of cases

from five hundred pounds of <'oni)ilete fi rtilizcr we have not a hctter monetary return

than from an amount e.\ceedin(r that, say from eipht hundred or one tliousan<l pouinls.

Some people apply as much as a tun to the acre. They have, of course, increased tlieir

yield hut frequently not profitahly. and that is what the fertilizer is for. That is one
of our main arciiments in eonnectinn with the ajiplii^atiou of fertilizer. We want the

farmers to tind out the largest yield from the >malle-t application; we want them to

know what they are putting on th" snil. and tn h<> ahle to enmpare profits and yields.

This knowledge is valiiahle for their future fruidanee.

IM1MESTIC SOI IMKS or I'OTASII. OTIIKR THAN MAM flK.

Wnnd l.v/o n I'litufixir Virfili'.rr.

Wood ashes are essentially a |iota-sic fertilizer, ashes of ijood quality, that is, dry,

unmixed with sand, etc., and unleaclied, containinpr hetween 4 per cent and IVV per cent

potash, the averasre pntasli content heinsr ahniil .">\ per r'ent. This potash i.s in a soliihle

form and hence immediately availahle for crop use.

In addition to their iHjtnsh they contain some -2 per cent phosphoric acid and from
20 to .")() per cent carhonate of lime, enhancing thi Ir fertiliziiifr value and niakintr

them, in a sense, an nll-round fertilizer for siipplyinn the mineral elements remiired

by crops. And, further, they correct acidity, a condition detrimental to tlic thrift of

most farm crops.

From 2.5 to ."iO busliels of wood aslies iier acre will fiirnisli from fifl t., 120 pounds

of potash, the latter an ami>le dre>-ini.' for even very lisrht soils. Tliey are not needed

on heavy clay loams; indeed tlieir use on such may destroy pood tilth and do more
harm than pood. Their application is hest deferred to spring, hrondcastincr preferably

on a (juiet damp day on the plouirhed land, and incnrporatiiifr in w-ith a thorou-jh

harrowing.

For clover, corn and nianirels, they will be found very vnlnable. Especially are

they beneficial for orchards and for frrapes on sandy loams. - turnips, mixed with

one-third to one-half their weipht of bone meal, snperph' • nr base -lap. tlcy

have similarly proved advantageous. But inileed there arc crops on licht and
pravelly soils, as also on vccretable loams inclined to bo sour, for \\hich wood ashes

cannot be employed with profit.

Srntrrrd lift a f'ulitsslr Ffrlilizi r.

Seaweed occurs on both our .\tlantic and Pacific coasts Tmore abundantly prob-

ably on the latter) and may be collected in larpe amounts at little expense on many


