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*nd-go-one with ineffeotual attempts to
fly was a piteous siglit. The LVx-lwr did
not like it. "Ah ! tluit ruthlesw cuttmK
of tht> wings ! Poor cripplwl thini{s '."

Driven from the water tliey wnndered
about the frozen field. n«-ve>r troifbliiij?
their heads to look for win-nis or otlur
non-exi.stctit meiins of .siil>sisi<iic.-. .Miss
I'ort "^ ester doul>led lier dnlcs of iiieut.
much to the satisfaction of Junu, who
prowled about and lauglie<l and sreiw fat
while the pitliible gulls starved. It was
a lugubrious busine«s.
However, that was the lowest iibb of

their fortunes, and at la.>»t m-.itters slowly
begain to improve, rndeir stress f lir-
ciinwlanecw the ^ulLs begun to show some
sliadow of a s|. .rting spirit. 'I'lu-y ven-
tured into the kitchen-garden, and pecked
alKjul .miong tiie winter cabt>age. piw-
Bit>ly Hnding .some dornuint d;iinty
and there in the shape ii>f frwid.
Carey, the gardener, liketl t>i set
pay him a visit.

Harry IJawwin, with all his love of 'Jie
sea. which dateil l)ack to that siininur
time at Kastbournc. when liis s;i.iid-

castle caused such grievous niisiidven-
ture to iJr. Porclnster in the bathing-
machine— Harry l>av\sjin tiMik a lively in-
terest in the sii:is. Me would whttHlle
tit-bits Uinn tile cook, and coax th" coy
birdii to c<jme ami feast.
He certainly had better luck than Miss

Porchesler. Their chilly conteiapt seemed
to thaw under the warmth of his bland-
isliments. He would ketip up a .sort of
puri;rij< c-liuckle, and lioM out ixjrtions
ot null ill a ii-ni|>ting manner. :iirowJng
tlieni down and reireating gradually. And
the gulls would swim across from tli-' is-
land scnUiiig bioad ripples in their wake,
and Harry always had the satisfaction
ot seeing lliem gulp lown the food. He
would tell Miss Porchester of his success,
and she eiu-ourageil him in the task: so
that he was regarded by us as the author-
ised keeper of tlie birds. Woe bet'de
Juno, if Many caught sight of her on the
prowl when he was on a feeding errand!
Time passi'd on, and April, with sun-

shine and showeis, smiled upon the scene.
Warbling birds .sang the sweet glee:

Spring delights are all returning,
\ eidniit leaflets clothe eacli spray:

and every heart was gladdened with
thoughts of \crnal rapture. We had iioi-

iceil of lal*- that one of the gulls was
always Hying to fix. It would takf three
or four liopping skips at full speed, ami
follow them up with a sjieat tlapiiing of
wings. By long piacii'-< of tiiis son ii

made consideiable progress, until it aci-
lly succeeded ill living a few feel, andu

aidsthen a ii .. .

And In! one radiant May mornini; we
saw the happy bird fly willi yloi-ioii- fn.-
Uoin rouiid llie pond. Iii.i;h anoM- the lir-

trees! It was a splendid sislil! We clii'ei-

ed the gall.int biiil to llii' echo, ami sans
For he's ,i jolly gooil fiHow a I tin- top
of our voices. Kxcilement was tienn-nd-
ous. Marry rushed off at full speed,
hiuinced III at the 11 out door, regardless
of the door-mats command in wipe his
feet, sped through the hall, and burst in-

to the drawing-room. He naid he knock-
ed, but he had opened the door before
any had lime to say Come in."

"Oil. Miss Porchester, the gull HylnK
round the pond! l>o dime and see!"

Voii niav be sure she came and saw.
and shaieil in the general rejoicing with
true sympathy.
Then, two days afterwards, when the

wings Were h.irmonlsed and attuned to
liie rhylhm of Might wlen Ihe raplurf
of new life was throughly awakened, and
the wind coming in from llu' .sea whisp-
eied sonn- iiiiv^a'.;*- of tirfai<ing wa\'es
and bre. zy cliffs, thai >;iill said gooil-bye
to his en\<ouH compan'ons. Kree as the
winils of heav<n. we saw it rise to a great
height over the pond; and then, after
wheeling in one ma i. sill- I'inl.'. it heaih'd
awa.v to 111.- towai'ils south. We watihed
it till it ilwiiidleil to a speck and we saw
It no moil'.
The Doctor had bein a sni-ctator of this

tntiancing sceuf. He ri-.toieed at the gull's
leeovery of flight and tretilom. Mis eye
moistened as he said, "j.'acliel. u is like
a resurrection to new Utf: it leminds me
of the words. Oh. what the joy and the
gloiy must he !

"It was a beautiful sight!" said his
sister. .

"1 wish the others would follow its ex-
ample! The poor draggle-winged things!
It is a dishonour to the beautv of bird
life!"

Alas! the others could not ! Two of
them made res(dute efforts -three hops
and a flurry of Haps repeated in a scurry
half-way across the held This practice
was kept up ilaily by the hour. Then
they relapsed into long periods of moody
silence, standing one-legged on the grav-
elly margin of the island.
The other gull took no part in such

proceedings. Its lame wing seemed to

have been more severely dealt with oh!
the pity of it! Possibly the cruei hand
that cut It had maimed the delicate me-
thanism incurably. The wing trailed so
hopelessly when the piteous creature tra-
velled from one spot to another, that tin-

bird made a grotes(|Ue exhibition ot it-

self. It seemed wofully discouraged, and
lost all heart, and at last grew tired ot
life, llarrv could not lure it to take atiy
food. It kept apart from tlU' other two.
moped and miserable, witii plumnuige al-
ways ruffled. Then it passed wlu)Ie days
on oni' leg, with its head ri'Stiiii; on it>

back tiiwards the tail,

did not appear at all.
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Such was thi'ir d.r's routine thioiigh
,Ma,\ aim ,111111. uiilii one d:iy in ,lui.\.

w Ian Many could no lind them at feed-

iC time.


