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ARTICLE XV
Signature and ratification

1. The original of the present Convention in the English, Spanish, Por-
tuguese and French languages shall be deposited with the Pan American
Union and opened for signature by the Governments of the American Repub-
lics. The Pan American Union shall furnish a certified copy of the present
Convention to each signatory Government and to the Government of each
non-signatory State which is a member of the Union. The Pan American
Union shall inform all the Governments of the States members of the Pan
American Union with respect to all signatures and the respective dates
thereof.

2. The present Convention shall be ratified by the signatory States in
conformity with their respective constitutional procedures. The instruments
of ratification shall be deposited with the Pan American Union, which shall
notify all the signatory Governments of each ratification deposited and the
date of its deposit.

3. The present Convention shall come into force three months after the
deposit of not less than five ratifications with the Pan American Union. Any
ratification received after the date of entry into force of the Convention shall
take effect one month after the date of its deposit with the Pan American
Union.

ARTICLE XVI
Denunciation

1. The present Convention shall, subject to the provisions of Paragraph 2
of this Article, remain in force indefinitely, but may be denounced by any
Contracting State by a notification in writing to the Pan American Union,
which shall inform all the other contracting States of each notification of
denunciation received. After the expiration of one year from the date of the
receipt by the Pan American Union of a notification of denunciation by any
Contracting State, the present Convention shall cease to be in force with
respect to such State, but the Convention shall remain in full force and effect
with respect to all the other Contracting States.

2. In the event that the number of Contracting States should be reduced to
less than five as the result of denunciations, the remaining Contracting States
shall immediately consult with each other with a view to revising the present
Convention and with a view to determining the future status of the Institute.
If, within two years after the date upon which the number of Contracting
States is reduced to less than five, as the result of denunciations, no agree-
ment shall have been reached by the remaining Contracting States regarding
the continuation of the Convention and the status of the Institute, the Conven-
tion shall, upon the expiration of six months’ written notice by any remaining
Contracting State, cease to be in force. In the event that the Convention
should cease to be in force, the status of the Institute shall be determined by
the Governing Board of the Pan American Union.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the undersigned Plenipotentiaries, having deposited
their full powers found to be in due and proper form, sign this Convention in
the English, Spanish, Portuguese and French languages at the Pan American
Union, Washington, D. C., on behalf of their respective Governments and
affix thereto their seals on the dates appearing opposite their signatures.



