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The Joe Clark Comedy Hour
He said his proposal to put 

the debate on the back burner 
would facilitate agreement be­
cause the provinces would be 
involved in the decision-mak­
ing process, and would not be 
pressured by artificial dead­
lines.

that the Charter protects all 
Canadians.

‘‘Let us act like the mature 
sovereign people we are; ren­
der unto Canada what is Cana­
da's to decide and unto Britain 
what is Britain’s,” said Clark.

Clark said that by separating 
the two issues, the primary 
concern of patriation could be 
resolved quickly while the 
more complicated matters 
could be put on the back 
burner.

and that was a man. He said it 
is hard to find women who 
could have enough free time to 
take appointments because 
they are often tied to the home 
and less mobile than their 
male counterparts.

Prime Minister Trudeau re­
cently appointed another man 
to the Supreme Court after he 
was told there were no quali­
fied women available. This, he 
found out later, is not so.

by Gretchen Pohlkamp
People started filling the 

room an hour before the per­
formance. By the appointed 
time, there was hardly even el­
bow room in the back of the as­
sembly. People spilled into the 
next room. Television lights 
brightened the space and a 
plethora of microphones hung 
precariously on the podium. 
All that was needed was the 
drum roll.

You might wonder who cre­
ated so much excitement on 
Friday afternoon at Dalhousie 
Law School. And you’d be 
right. It was the Joe Clark 
Comedy hour, complete with 
oneliners and the famous 
‘‘...If we’d only had a few 
more days. ..” routine.
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Even though decisions 
reached at this proposed con­
ference would not be binding, 
Clark said it would be unlikely 
that the government would ig­
nore the suggestions.
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lx ■ Education
H Clark said that the federal 
1 government should play a 
si leadership role in education, 
y He said control of cultural and
■ education matters is funda­

mental to the provinces but 
the ministers of education

* have not been successful in 
getting standardization of edu­
cation requirements across 
the country.

■ “One answer is to make the 
federal system work,” said 
Clark. “We must accept juris­
dictions, not fight over them.” 
He said that governments 
must recognize that Canadi­
ans are a highly mobile people

1 and lack of unified education 
“I developed my Interest In law standards is causing prob­

lems.
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“I spent a lot of time and effort 
I working in Quebec; I moved

I my party from 20 per cent of

the vote to 11 per cent!”
I law and the legislature as in 
I Great Britain; or they can be 
I partly entrenched and partly 
I legislated as has been the cus- 
• tom in Canada.

“We should extend and 
strengthen this Canadian tra- 

1 dition of protecting rights by 
both methods,” said Clark. 
“Our rights are not protected 

But we have someone to look after well enough now.”

legal matters in the family

... my wife!”
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LAW “...sol quit law school...
at a movie theatre watching 
Jimmy Stewart act as lawyer. 
All he ever did was fish and
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Leadership
“I’m safe,” said Clark in ref­

erence to his ability to retain 
the leadership of the Progres­
sive Conservative party. He 
said the party has built in a re­
view procedure which takes 
place at every annual meet­
ings. If the P.C. party wants to 
be the majority party in Cana­
da, they are going to have to be 
able to take internal unity for 
granted, he said.

“We live in a cynical society, 
with a dangerous mood,” said 
Clark, “but I feel I can con­
vince Canadians to give my 
party a chance.”

And if that doesn't work, he 
can always get a job as a 
stand-up comedian.
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x-The vehicle he suggested 
for constitutional reform 
would be a constitutional con­
ference made up of 110 people 
from across Canada. Included 
in the 110 would be lay people 
as well as politicians; federal 
members as well as provincial 
representatives; Social Credit- 
ists as well as separatists; a 
whole spectrum of people to 
represent all Canadians.
Protection of Rights

There are three ways to 
guarantee the fundamental 
rights of Canadians, said 
Clark. The rights can be en­
trenched in the constituion as 
in the U.S. and France; they 
can be protected by common-

&“I proved that a law degree
misn’t necessary to reach the W\ :

highest office of the land.”
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What was billed as the lead­

er of the opposition’s major 
proposal on the patriation of 
the constitution was in fact a 
short policy statement pep­
pered with jokes about his own 
ineptness.

“I'd like to make a brief 
statement, a modest proposal 
to bring the constitution 
home," said Clark. In the 19th 
century Jonathan Swift also 
made a modest proposal. His 
called for the killing of the 
poor as a solution to poverty. 
Clark’s proposal was not as 
sarcastic an attack on govern­
ment measures as was Swift's, 
but did suggest that the Liber­
al amendment formula will on­
ly cause delays.

Clark said that the Liberal 
proposal would allow the fed­
eral government to change the 
constitution without provincial 
support. This, he said, is con­
trary to the nature of Canadian 
federalism.

Clark proposed that the 
present Liberal package be 
split in two, separating the 
patriation portion which must 
be agreed to by Great Britain 
from the charter of rights and 
freedoms which is a wholly Ca­
nadian issue. He said that 
sending both parts to Great 
Britain for approval might 
cause unnecessary delays if 
the British are not satisfied
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“... agreement? A few more 

days and we would have had “I came to Dalhousie 
unprepared in 1962.. .1 forgot 
my umbrella.”

Xx
an agreement.”
Provincial Rights

Clark was questioned about 
the agreement he made as 
Prime Minister to give off­
shore mineral rights to the 
provinces. He said Canada 
needs economic power in all 
of its parts, so that everyone 
gets heard. He suggested that 
it is not the force of the 
personality of the leaders but 
the force of the purse which 
gives the provinces clout at 
the bargaining table.

Clark said that a trade off of 
rights is necessary to get the 
provinces to agree on constitu­
tional reform.

“The federal government is 
being unreasonable on some 
points," he said. “It is funda­
mentally wrong for the federal 
government to impose some­
thing on the provincial govern­
ments.”
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Supreme Court of Canada
Clark said that it should not 

be a constitutional require­
ment that one-half the judges 
on the Supreme Court be 
women.

“Whatever we do in law, 
there will be no substantive 
move to equality for women 
unless we make more appoint­
ments,” he said. But those ap­
pointments should not be reg­
ulated.

The National Association of 
Women and the Law recom­
mended to the special joint 
committee on-the constitution 
that the constitution guaran­
tee a representative number of 
women on the supreme court.

Clark said that in his term of 
office he made one appoint­
ment to the Supreme Court
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“It’s not hard to change an

image... I had a great image
“Are you running the show or

when I started!”am I? It’s a Crosbie;

they always run the show!” Photo Series by Chris Hartt of DalPhoto


