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eleven men. Now the pay-roll of the IDrummonds
ini the iron and steel business totals nearly twelve
thousand, and the production aggregates a million
tons a year.

What a man believes about politics is sometinles
part of bis gospel of business; whicb in the case
of soine men is tantamounit to the whole theory
and practice of protective tariffs. Talking to some
men about such matters mneans that wbat is good
for the pocket of the manufacturer is equally good
politics for the consumer. In the views enunciated
by Mr. Drumnmond that rainy morning in bis-office
concerning the politics of trade, there was no symp-
tom of a man who has any conviction to suit bis
own interests that ini the broadest possible way
would not suit the interests of the people at large.
In a general way George E. Drumrnond miglit be
called one of the Canadian "big interests." And
the bigness is according to the size of the men who
have put their lives into the business.

«Wben 1 was importing iron and steel from the
old country," he said, "'I told the British manu-
facturers that the day might corne before long
when tbey would no longer be the iron kings of the
world.

"They pooh-poohed. They always had led the
world in iron production; always would do so. It
was stuf and nonsense.

"Now-I tbink they understand.
"Il told thern that so far from holdinz the miarkets
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a position. to give or accept preferences?'l
"Not under free trade. Great Britain wi

be able to evolve a system of just prefer
just to the-wbole Empire including hersel
she refornis ber tariff."

Hencte Mr. Drurnmond's part in the Max
campaign and tbe Unionist cause. A Cons
by economics at borne be is a Unionist in ~E
Not long ago be was vaguely credited witb
to sit in the Britisb House of Cornmons;I
will neyer bappen-unless George E. Dru
changes bis attitude towards this country.

"How would you convince Great Britain
you Say ?"

"I tbink the overseas dominions will tea
An Empire can't be beld together on free tr~
preferences. We shall bave to teacb tbe old
-protection."

"Can you suggest any mac'hinery ?"
"I believe in a Trade Commission for tbe

-composed of members from ail parts of if
"And as a sequel to that-wbat?"
"An Imperial Parliament. Yes, by ail nm
"But wbat of the army and navy ?"

" Just thi5-that Canada will neyer be on a
keel for reciprocal trade negotiations witb
Britain on a basis of protection, until she
butes her just share to both the army and the
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On this bead be freely endorsed the investrnent
of American capital in Canadian enterprises.
-"But rnore important tban that," be said, "we

need more and more British capital-just as 1
begged the iron m~en years -ago to establish
branches bere."

He trundled out these clinchers witb the absolute
ease of a man wbo bas spent, a lot of bis spare
tirne away frorn business tbinking out political
problems; and wben be bad no tirne for spare tirne
letting his business tbink for bim. But somebow
there seemed to be at least one possible incongruity
that perbaps be bad overlooked. I asked bim:efBelieving in a protective autonomy for the Em-
pire as you do, Mr. Drummond-is it logical at the
same time to deny Home Rule to, Ireland ?"

IlEwas up in a moment. An Irisbman bimself
H e Jxad been back to Ireland. He bad seen

Empire tbe conditions and talked with the Irish people.
"And as a people tbey don't want that kind of

eans."? Home Rule," be said. "They are not discontented.
The Wyndbam Land Purchase Act bas worked
well. The people are not clamouring for Home

Ln even Rule.' Tbe leaders are. The people say-Let Red-
Great mond and O'Brien figbt it out for tbemselves. At

cOntri- the same time if Ireland can be given the same
navy." kind of Home Rule that Quebec has-let themn have

it. Let Scotland and Wales and alI the colonies
huc? ave it. Tbat'sthe only commron-sense sort of Im-

pproxi- But the British connection-rnust be kept !"~tates.' And I arn bound to say as 1 looked at the cbunks
of ore and the photograpbis of the power plants,;ts we and left this plain-tbinçing political demonstrator

merely to Lis busîness-tbat he struck me after alI as being
iything very largely a man of sentiment.
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