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The Ambitions of a Canadian Mechanic
One of the Essays that Won a Courier Prize

SO0M£ weeks ago the CANADIAN COURMIR off re

ofa a prize for the best essay on "The Ambition
ofaCanadian Mechanic." 0f the best essays r£

ceived, two were of such even value that it has bee
decided to divide the prise between the writer.
One is by Mr. Arthur T. Adamns, casket trimme
with James S. Elliott and Son, Prescott; the othe
by Mr. F. W. Hayden, carpenter, 216 Robert St
ronto. The views in .each are set forth lucidl3

though in this case Mr. Adams has the advantagd
through quoting other writers' opinions less, usin,
his own more directly. B~ach is the product of
thinking mind,,concerned mot only with his 0w

craf t or locality, but dealing with general condition
and expressing a broad mental outlook. Each i
frtee from mere prejudice, though in the case of Mi
Hayden'sç essay there is a vein of acrimony whic
is entirely absent from Mr. A dams'. For this reasot

thuhthe prise is evenly divided, we publish Mi
Adm'essay as the best representativework, hold

ing the other until some future issue zuhen spac
may be less crowded.AMECHANIC is a mani pessessed of a min,

quick to cenceive and a hand prompt t
execute. The skill with which hie manipu
lates his tools and fashions the material h,

works on, whether it be the softest fabric, the fines
wood or the hardest netal, is a constant surpris
to the unskilled onlooker.

From the time he becomes a craftsman until h
lays dewn his earthly tools the mechanic is peu
sessed with an ambition to, improve; the builder i
amibitions to erect a finer structure; the tailor t,
produce a more perfect g arment; the machinist ti
turn out a better piece of work; ne matter whai. h
works upon or what article hie censtructs his activc
intelligent mind is constantiy forcing him onward.

If, as in some cases, le is interested only in hi
ewn trade or calling, le is constantly gaining ski]
an~d knowledge in that particular line, and, doubt
less, aims at becoming, saine day, a master mechani
or foreman, a shop-owner or contracter. lIn an:
case be is sure to le ambitious and te have
definite aim in life. ThIe ideas and the workman
ship which result in increased inaterial comfort fo'
mankind in general are usually conceived in thi
mindof the mechanic.

The attractive home, with its cozy furnishings
the easy-running train, tlic welM-itting garment
everything even te the shoes you wear and th,
smooth pavement you walk upon are largely thi
result of his ambition te produce more perfect work

Every achievement makes a man ambitiaus for -
greater achievement. Having raised bixnself abovi
the condition of the labourer who is fitted only t(
fetch and carry for others or te work with th(
pick and shovel, the mecbanic is net satisfied witl
the same kind of a home wbich suits lis less ambi
tieus brother; neither is he satisfied with th<
amount ef knowledge possessed by himself.

"Learninig a trade" uisually prevents even a Cana.
dian mechanic frein obtaining more than a publi(
sclool education, but the knewledge there acquirec
is constantly being added te in after lit e; tIe read.
ing et good periodicals and daily newspapers kcepý
him întormed of what is going on in the world anc
how bis neighbours live. The number of mechanic!
who play instruments in musical organizatiorn
throughout tIe country bears witness te their artisti(
instincts and ambition ta acquire accomplisîments
Yen rarely find a mechanic who is net proficieni
in many things leside those appertainîng te h
trade. As a mile, this sort of maxi is net conteni
with a toe humble condition in life, nor is le con-
tent to live i any-kind-of-a-hovel owned ly axiy-
kind-of-a-landlord. He desires te possess a homE
et his own, a separate spot in the land he clainý
as bis ewn. Comforts and conveniexices bis îurnllei
brother dees net drearn of must le bis.

Thouigh net himself a social climber, he desires,
for bis family, aIl the advantages that a civiïized
comrnnnity adfords. lis sous and hîs daughterý
mnust be well educated andc accomplished. Ne mcem-
ber of thc comxiuxiity takes a greater or more in-
telligent ixterest ini the educational institutions and
commercial devciopment of bis country.

T T is net the ignorant mani, the uxiskilled labourer,
Awho is constaxitly tlemanding greater things and1

more advanced legislation trem the men who make
the laws, ThIe great body ef skilled mechanies will

ne erb blindly led by axiy political party. They
ha,,intelligence enough te thixil for themselves,
azwhat they capxiat get tram one political party

By ARTHUR T. ADAMS
'_they will ask fromn another. The Canadian niechanic

n~ believes, and takes pride in the belief, that lie is the
r-. equal, if net the supei;ior, of ail other mechanics
r in the world. This being se, hie wishes te make,

ras far as possible, every manufactured article that
is used in bis own country, and aise te force

1, bis wares, with as free an entry as possible, into
e, the markets of the world. In this lie requires the
g assistance of his representative at Ottawa; and this
a requirement, more than any other, influences thc
n~ vote of the ambitieus mecbanic.
s Such men as these are the mest independent

5veters, and excepting the commercial and highly-
'.educated classes, the most intelligent veters in the
Scountry.
1, With'the more adequate remnneration lie now

'.enjoys, the provident mechanic finds himself, after
a few years, in possession ef a small surplus and

e is constantly looking about lin for a profitable in-
vestment or, it may be, a speculative purchase. This
leads him te peruse the financial columns and makes

cihim ambitions te acquire adequate knowledge along
Othis line, whîch was formerly a sealed book te lin.

The mechanic of to-day is advancing in kaew-
eledge and power more rapidly than any other class
toe men, and is forcing the rest of the commun ity

e upward with him. TPhe Caxiadian mnechanic is espe-
cially interested in regard te the future' of his

e country, and le realizes that that future depends,
-te a considerable extent, on the policy adopted by
Sthe govemnment with regard te immigration. W-e
Sare intormed that the C. P. R. alone las hailedl
Oimmigrants at the rate of over 1,100 a day during

e the wholc of iast month. What kind ef people are
Sthese who are flocking te eur sheres? Whcrc do

they corne fron and hew are they ixiduced te come?
S These are important questions, and net the least

iimportant in thc mmid et the Canadian workingrman
-is thc last: "How are tbey induced, te come?' If

c tley are the right kind of people and of thc races
Y' which assimilate most readily with thc AngloSaxon,
3» they are welcome. But why should we be at sudh
- pains te induce them te corne? Why should wc,
r aditertise in Europe and offer ail sorts of induce-
e ments te, them te cemne?

ONCE more the Private Vew, tea in thc pic-
turc g alleries, Satu rday afternoon, just as
the big annuaýl exhibition is being swept
up and finally tifficked inte shape for the

formal opening on Monday. Thlis is the only inter-
nationali show ot pictures in Canada. The pictures
this year arc more numemous thaxi ever. The crush
was worsc than ever. Society chattered jus. as
glibly, sippcd lemonade and ice.cream just as daintily
as theugh there was ne picture ont thc walls more
worth whiie than the gowns and treck coats of
a smart set.

Frein a somewhat wistful pilgrimage through the
gallerles, avoiding lemonade spilîs and rude elbow-
ings as much as possible, one learned that on thc
whoie this year's dispiay et the fine arts rcpresented
by euls and water-ceîours and black and white and
etchipgs is letter than citer. At least, to say an>'-
thing cIse would caîl for an explaxiatioxi, whicl
under tIc circumnstanccs might le difficult.,

Anyway, the picture show was the. exil> part ot
the grand enisemble that was really fit te bc seen
on Saturday. It was ail there; cvcry canvas lung
as lest it night be, some skied, mest ot them
crewded, many ot themin x unusuai cempaxiy, lut
altegether a most interesting assemblage ef many
gond, pmany tair ta middling, and some very peer,
if net lad, canvases. 'Plat way the show was ver>'
much like' thc people tîat loelced at it.

Eýver>' ycar soine critic says,

9t &WJ HY den't they bring over hait as many
SBritish and French and German and Amn-

erican canvases? Why net show uis juist the good
ones? We can mnake lad paixitixigs eneugh at homne."

But tIc sciecting cemmittec-who in this case
lappened te le genial Mr, Dildin, curater et thc
Liverpool Gallery', for thc traxis-atiantic pictures,
and Mr. E. Wyly Crier, fer the Americaxi canvases
-kncw better. Se did thc hanging cermiittee, who
senm te lave put up every canvas sent ly Messrs.
Dibdin and Grier. 'Phey know tIat it's far letter
te let people choeese for thcmsclvcs which are the
lest pictures. 'No two ot aIl thc lundreds gathered

We are told that there is abundance of room in
Canada for ail. It is true we are rich in room and
rich in opportunities of ail kinds; but because we
have riches in abundance is it a reason that we
should make haste to squander them? It is net the
thickly populated country which is the best' to,
live in.

1In spite of immigration, on a very large scale,
to North and South America and Australia the
population of most of the European countries is
incrçasing fast, and the denser the population the
greater the an-jount of misery and poverty there is
in the midst of it. By ail means weicome those
ýenterprising people who corne, of their own accord,
to share in our abundance, but do flot go out of
the way to coax them here in hordes. "Rome was
not buiît in a day"; if it had been it would, probably
have endured but a day.

H Wto keep out undesirables, the Hindoo, the
HOChinese, the japanese, is. a problema which

statesmen find hard to solve. But does it flot in-
tensify that problem. when we exert ourselves to
persuade others to corne and forbid them. Look
at it fromn the point of view of the Hindoo. We
do flot want him, yet hie is, in bis own eyes, as good
as the best. He is part of the Empire and there-
fore "one cf the family"; yet we go, out of our
way to invite strangers and barý him. Would it
not be iess offensive to the Hindoo if, while we
continued to bar lin, we refrained from extending
such a pressing invitation to the stranger outside
the Empire?

Undoubtedly it is to the Advantage of the trans-
portation companies to bring in as many immigrants
as po 'ssible. Tbey are paid for carrying then, for
carrying the goods they consume and the commedi-
tis hey produce. But outside of these influenitial

corporations and a few others, including the short-
sighted politician who thinks a rapid increase in
population is an indication of true prosperity, the
ordinary citizen would prefer to sc the highly
profitable task of "building up Canada"' left to the
Canadian bimself. They believe hin to be quite
capable of doing it. A very graduaI filling-up of
ouýr'empty spaces would,' in the long run, be best
for the cou1ntry.

on Saturday would agree on which hundred pictures
are, the lest. By the tîme a hundrcd thousand and
more folk from ail over Canada have seen thein,
cvery picture in the lot wîll have been included. in
tIe lest ten or a dezexi. Se there yen arc.' Every
one te lis taste.

Considerixig the three sections, Canadian, British
and German, separateiy, howevcr, it talkes even
an amateur a very brief while te conjecture
that the American lot are the lest and the German
considcrahýly the werst. One room is full et Gemmnan
canvases, the first time there bas been a Geimcan
collection at thc Fair. 'Phe biggest canvas ef ail
is by En-gel, a German; an ultra-religious, quiteý
remarkable work. 'Pwe years ago "ThIe Buccan-
neers," ly an American artist, was thc largest,
and ten years ago Benjamini West's luge "Death
ot Wolf e" was the only torcign canvas luxig. Fr
quite hait et these German pictures thc exhilit
mugît vemy wcIl have been placardcd "Made in
Germany." Tley arc, mast et thein, priced in the
catalogue. 'Phe inference is that they are for sale.
~However, the wholc lot takexi together give one a
very ceinfortable feeling that te sec thei is quite
thc cleapest way of geing te Germany; and there
are several well worth admiration.

TPhe American grour is by ail odds the lest; most
direct in style anid unitornly high ini character. As
usual, tnany et thc British pictures are dingy and
duil and et uninspired excellence. Orpen's are
one ot the' numerous exceptions. There is now
grTowing quite an Orpen cuit in Canada. Thlis year's
Orpenage is by far the lest yet. One interesting
episode is that a Canadian npw stndying with Orpexi
bas lis portrait ly Orpen in thc collection, Mr.
Richard Fndgcr, whose father benght tIc canvas.

A coincidence et tIc Canadian collection is there
foi' tI first time in tIe history ef the Vair, two, big
portraits are exhibited ot tIc same man, Lieut.-
Gevernior GilFon, Mnie by Mr. WyIy Crier and ly
Mr. Forçster. Each bas its admirers. TIc Caxiadian
collection is ly far the best yct. In tact the Cana-
dian pictures this year cerne distinctly ahearl ot
cither the British or the German.

Pictures at the Canadîan National


