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HE visitor from the East who
happened to arrive at the

Coast in January of this year

found the British Columbians

in a really pathetic situation. The
Province that was understood to have
just a regularly authorized rainy
season (which was really mo draw-
back, as the rain was never umn-
pleasantly wet) to breathe the sun-
shine which otherwise lasted all the
year round, was knee-deep in snow,
with more and more of this beautiful
falling every day. The physical result
was bad enough, as the city dwellers
evidently knew little of the art of
cleaning off the sidewalks, which,
throughout the residential sections,
were reduced to goose-paths by »no
means easy to negotiate, but the men-
tal result was nothing short of dis-
tressing. Every old-timer was thrown
into an apologetic mood, and was kept
busy assuring the new-comer that this
was a really unheard-of state of things.
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It was sorely humiliating not to be
able to point with pride as usual to
the roses blooming in the open at
Christmastide; and for the resident of
Victoria to have to admit that the
street cars of that lovely city were
altogether out of commission for two
or three weeks was bitter beyond
words. There was simply no account-
ing for it, unless it was one of the
mysterious results of the disturbed
condition brought about by the world-
war—but whatever the explanation,
the visitor was implored to under-
stand clearly that it was most unusual.
Such a dencombation of eastern
weather was nothing short of an af-
front to the Coast.

BUT one thing that the snow could
not smother was the patriotic
ardour of the British Columbians. Cer-
tainly no province in our Confedera-
tion has a better right to the adjective
in its name. In the matter of enlist-
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ments it holds first place in proporticn
to population, and for all the accom-
panying activities of patriotic funds,
red cross, Belgian, Polish, and other
charitable efforts, and the endless
variety of women’s organizations en-
rolled in war work of all kinds, the
province has been and is nobly doing
its bit. Indeed, the visitor gets the
impression that the war and its affairs
are the chief business of the people
everywhere here, though in this re-
spect B. C. does not differ from other
cections of the Dominion. The spirit
of sacrifice is manifest in all parts.
The people of Revelstoke, for example,
proudly mention that that little city
(which in the East would only rank
as a small town) is giving a regular
donation of $1,000 per month—and
many other places larger and smaller
are doing proportionately just as well.
One sees the lads in khaki all over the
place; in city, town and village, rang-
ing, as elsewhere, from callow youths
whom one suspects of being under
military age to grey-haired volunteers
equally open to suspicion in the other
direction, with the general body re-
presenting the fine, athletic, clean type

e

T

MR

Ki‘l‘.HHl!|UHIHHH\HHIHHHHHHHlH\HH1HH\HHH\HHH\\HH!HHHNI\ll\llllLllJlIJIlllHH]UHH}\JL\H

L ;

T

L ... .

ARIAEIK.

TR AR ARRRRRRRRRRRRRREEAL LA RARARRA

=

m!!!HIIIIIHlllIHHHHHlHHHHJIHlIHHIIHHH

EEAEAARAS

|
!

Gﬂnongs

in a variety of centres— Creams, Nuts, Brittles, !
Nougatines, Caramels—in fact, an
sure to meet with your approva

TheEvangeline Box

( The most popular box of Chocolates in Canada)

The Beautiful New Evangeline Box contains a very
attractive and delicious assortment of
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assortment that is
1. Be sure and ask for

The Finest Chocolates you can buy at

Also sold in half-pound boxes at 30c.
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lumbia politics, but it

¢f manhood that has already WOD
eulogies for the Canadian army abroad.
There is a great training camp at Ver-
non, where ten to twelve ‘thous‘and
troops are concentrated under com-
mand of Col. Gregory. The site ool
pied is a picturesque plateau, ©OI
manding a splendid view of the hills
all round, quite an ideal spot for the
purpose, and nct, I should supposé
resembling Camp Borden in the least:
The enterprising town is within @
mile or so, and is necessarily much
patronized by the soldiers in their 0
hours. Vernon has a number of D&l
rooms, but Col. Gregory began Tis
work by coming to an understanding
with the license-holders, whereb¥
potations supplied to soldiers Were
strictly confined to beer, and this
beverage was only saleable petwee?
the hours of four and half-past Bi®
pm. The result has been s0 gratify”
ing that the W. C. T. U. organizatio?
of the town passed a resolution of con-
gratulation to the commander, on
excellent order that has obtained 8%
the almost entire absence of arunke?
ness.

PEAKING of drink naturally 1ead®
to mention of the forthcomil®
vote on Provincial prohibition, thh
is to be taken in connection with 1
general election, Sept. 14. The legl®
lature, at its last session,
Act which had the approval
temperance element, represented
the People’s Prohibition Movemer?
an organization headed by MT. Jon&
than Rogers, of Vancouver: The
measure was carried with very fev
dissenting votes. It is now up for e
judgment of the people, and if a,p;
proved, is to go into effect 2 yo
hence. It is along the customary
lines of Provincial legislation, p f
hibiting the retail sale of liquo’ e
beverage purposes. The prospec .
that it will be carried by a large “;]e
jority. In viewing the fact that Ty
neighbouring provinces of the Wel
have all gone dry, to say nothiné
the neighbouring states on the
it seems inevitable that ¥. C. MUS: 2y
into line or risk having those iﬂiti?,y
interpreted as referring to histo’
and relegating her to a place amo?
the back number.
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A PLEBISCITE vore 15 also 0 2n

taken on Women’s Suffra€®
the same occasion. Everybody se;ﬂl
to take it for granted that this
also carry. While there has beeneeg
great campaign for it, there D&% o
«till less evidence of opposition: w0
from the merits of the case © tica!
men’s right to equality of Pontin
privilege, there is a sentiment thé »
consideration of their patriotic g
vices since the war began, ﬂothg‘ of
too good for the women.
course, Westerners are
anyway.
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EITHER of these issues 18 cgaw-
ting much place in t ntne
paign which is going on betweemenb
political parties. ‘The GOVErT gof
led by Mr. Bowser, is appeal,in and
support on its record for pur‘yndef
cfficiency, and the Oppositio™ ;i
the leadérship of Mr. Bre“’s“t,:3 oot
devoting themselves to & 8TE®" . glof
to demonstrate that these pari oot
qualities have been PTC'G% pine®
absent in the history of the 2 i
Meantime, if we may rely pecti”"
newepaper organs of the ltesed, wiﬂ:
parties, both are being recei¥ publfa
every evidence of enthusiasti® G 1,
approval. The prophets se€ utcoﬂ‘e'
cminously silent as to the ?'We i
As Mr. Asquith would saYy»
cnly wait and see.”

THE party system i§
tively new thing 10

(Concluded on page 2




