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T -qE visitor from the East whobappened to arrive at the
Coaet in January of this year
foun-d'the British Columbians

In a reaiiy patbetic situation. The
Province that was understood to have
aus't a regularly authorized rainy
season (vrbieh was reaiiy no draw-
back, as the rain was neyer un-
pieasantiy wet) to breathe the sun-
shine which otberwise iasted ail the
year round, was knee-deep in snow,
with more and more o! this beautiful
faliing every day. The physical resuit
was bad enougb, as the city dwellers
evidently knew littie o! the art o!
cleanlng off the sidewalks, which,
throughout the resideatial sections,
were reduced to goose-paths by no
mneans easy to negotiate, but the men-
tal result was nothing short o! dis-
tressing. Every old-timer was thrown
Into an apoiogetlc inood, and was kept
busy assuring the new-comer that this
'was a really nbeard-of state o! things.

It was sorely humiliating flot te be
able to, point with pride as usual te
,the roses blooming ln the open at
Christmastide; and for the resident o!
Victoria to have to admit that the
street cars o! that lovely ýcity were
altogether out of commission for two
or three weeks was bitter beyond
words. There was simply no account-
ing for it, unless it was one of the
mysterlous resuits o! the dlsturbed
condition brought about by the worid-
war-but whatever the expianation,
the visitor was împlored to under-
stand cleariy that it was znost unusual.
Such a dencombation o! eastern
weather was nothing short o! an af-
front to the Coast.

BUT one thing that the snow couldB not smother was the aroi
ardour o! the British Columbians. Cer-
tainly no province ln our Confedera-
tion bas a better right to the adjective.
ln its name. la the matter off enlist-
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inents it holds first place :n proportion
to population, and for ail the aceoni-
panying activities of patriotic funds,
red cross, Beigian, Poish, and other
cbaritable efforts, and the endless
variety o! women's or-ganizations en-
rolied in war work o! ail kîinds, the
province has been and is nobly doing
its bit. indeed, the 'visitor gets the
impression that the war and its affairs
are the chie! business of the people
everywhere bere, thougli in this re-
spect B. C. does not differ fromn other

eections of the Doinnof. The spirit
of sacrifice is manifest in ail parts.
The people o! Reveistoke, for example,
proudiy mention that that littie city
(which in the East would oniy rank
as a smail town) is giving a regular
donation o! $1,000 per month-and
many other places larger and smaiier
are doing proportionately just as weil.
One sees the lads in khaki ail over the
place; ia city, towni and village, rang-
ing, as elsewhere, fromn cailow youths
whom one suspects of being under
xnflitary age to grey-baîred voiunteers
equaliy open to sus¶picion in the other
direction, with the generai body re-

presenting the fine, athletic, cean type


