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his oye feU on soreting-a thing shiv-1
ering againat a. boulder ini the unfenced
lot seros the way. [t wau a small
oreature. Its brigh4 oye looked out with1
the; primitive questioning of woodland1
denisens. Its every hdir otood on end.
Its shairp, twitchig nose expressed the
palnful shynoas of wild things brouglit
iuddy to confront civilization. It was
-Pet.e ould scarcely blieve hie oye.
1-it was-s. posumi

Since many years sight of that de-
light of the darkey bad not gladdened
Pete's eyes. The old negro looked with
an eagor questioning at the amail crea-
ture, which returnod bis look in kind.

'II wonder," queried Pete in, a very
anxiety of desire, "cf you is a sho'
'nough possom.-, Ef you ain't you look1

mighty lak you is."
T1he opossum twitcbed bis nose dloser

to earth.
"«You actin' shamW' lak a 'possorn, too.

But den .1 dunno. Dis heah New York
hit's a cu'us place for foJks and crit-
ters,"1 Pete soliloquizod, as lie gazed
amras et the coveted creature. "I made
me fifty cents once movin' boxes full of
animais at dat Hippydrum (and dey
beats de drum dar too). But I ain't
wait te get dat fifty cents, 'caze time
I get done my job and was dodgiu' 'bout
'caze of so many animais snd our'us
critters, dan cone up on me, riglit on
me, a lion. And dat lion lie speak to
me as nachel as a man. Nothin ain't
skeor me ince den, not rnuch. . Sez dat
lien, soz lie, 'Hello, old man?' gez I,
sorter sidesteppin', 'caze a lion is a lion
an y way yer face hirn and an y way
yen place im-soz 1, 'Mighty jêlr, Bro'r
Lion, *ighty wll, but sorne bony, long
of low ee '.' Don dat lion h e mt
'right down on his behin' legs, lie did,
and put his head in bis befo' paws and
laughed, lie did, des smre as a nachel
mnan. Sez dat lion, sez lie, "Corne back,
oie man.' Sez 1, ¶Br'r Lion, rny Job'&
donc now and my folks 'spectin' me
home' (de which I ain't got no foike
and no home, but I dont esso, don).
Sez I, 'Far'well, Bre'r ion, I wish you
righty well. I bopos your constitution
expostulates suffocatingly, and I hopes
your folks ekally licaîthable,' ez I,, andi
I pulls rny forolock t., dat lion smre as
ho was white folks. Dat lion lie sez,
'Heali corne ry folks now.' Bless de
graclous! I look, snd >ieah corne mre
several forty-'lcven lions, mos' ob 'cm
walking on dey behin' legs, too. Don
I neyer tarried no mo'. 1 was dlean gene
'fo' you could say de narne er Jock
Robinson, and de las' look back 1 tuck
dat lion yet sittin' dar on bis behin'
legs laughin' fo' to kili."

At the sound of Peto'm voice- purring
along in monologue, the opossum cow-
erod cdoser to the rock in overwhelrning i
shyness. Pete looked at it in croas-
inq desire.

'Honey" he ejaculated, "1you look
lonesome, and I feels lonesmre." With
that ho crept acrosa, holding the opos-
surn's oye with bis, and mrumuring:
"You look righty lsk a possurn. You
gittin' sharneder and sharneder. 'Sharne'
te mun, 'sharne' to walk. Dar! Ro gone
ter lsughin' lsk raIe oie Bre'r Possurn.
H1ul-dar. I got hirn! Hcah you is
now quoilcd up lin a knot, yo' teef grin-
Iin' now, and yo aides shakin' laughin'.
Maybc perhaps ho gwinc pcsk now
iak dat lion. Fat!1 So fat!1 Good thing1
I got dis cyarpet-sck. He ain't spoke

ý et. But den lie mought. Sali, Bre'r
ossum, 'scuse me, sali, but I hat'tcr

put you in dis bsg. 1 kmn tote you bet-
ter dat way. Ho ain't ay nothin' yct,
but dat ain't no sign li ain't gwinc to."

Petc'm prize1 was heavy, and lie kncw,
even thougli bis feet wcrc inurcd to
long distances, that lie could net afoot
reacli the lower part of the city with
thbe burdcn. Scatcd on the car, schcmcs
began te revo'lvc in bis brain. Ho hcld
a prize lie dccmed pricelese. Yet it had a
price. At last lic hcld something of
real cash value. If lie could scUd it!
If lie could eat it!

The poor, haîf starvcd ncgro's moutli
watered as lie feit the lucious fatns
trernbling unden his arrn.

Yet if hc could mli it for five dollars,
if lie ould find another - bis brain
wbirled with thc thought - lic miglit,
after ahl, get the coveted fiftocn dollars
whicb would put bis old mistresa agaîn
on Virginiasoil.

Once there she miglit moud for him,
and there werc granddbildren there-
boys to bc tauglit te fiali and swim and
hunt. Ho would fiud a purchaser for
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bis treamure, and makeé a beginning te-
ward' those délectable possibilitios.

The old darkey rode even to Wall
Street, revolving theme projeets ini bis
mind.

Walking up that narrow way, wlicre
evcry building sheitcred the équivalent
of many millions, the old man was sick
at hcart for just threo aive-dollar bis
which would bring lif. snd happinoss
te another. But lie was cheered smni-
wbat as; lie felt the weight of his prec-
ious burden. Whene the crowd was thin
Pete stoppcd. "I b'lccve I des look at
hirn." Suiting the action te the word,
hie carefully openod the bag and pooped
in.i "Dar, doue drop laugbin' mg'in."

,AÂ possgumi" oxclaimcd s voice at biscar-a soft Southcrn voice. The voi2e
bctnayed the deliglit tbat the. young
Southcmn Iawycr feit at finding an opos-
sum on Wall Street. Hle wss just ar-
ranging t. entertain a party of frionds
at biseaanrtrnnt on Christmas Eve, sud
this opossum was the very thiug t. give
the perfccting toucli to bis préparations.
Five dollars? Good. The old negro
bad a good face. Hie was sunely trust-
worthy. Here was the addnems. These
directions to -the negro eook, whom Pote
would find in the apartments. Hlere
was five dollars; bere ca-fare.

With five dollars in pocket and the
opossum stili. in the bag, Pote turned
back t. Broadway.

Could motal mmn bave reisted sucli
temptationt Pete cme into Broadway
near where lie knew was the office lof a
Southerner notcd for bis wesltb, go
fcllowship, and bospitality. Wby net
make aniotber fiv-snd now?

Entrnce to the office was gained.
Who couid refuse admittance te a nogrro
and a pomum witb tornorrow Chisitmas
Eve!

The trade was made, but no aRve
dollars was imrnediately forthcoming.
Pote mnuet go te tbe home of the pur-
cliaser, dcliver the opossum and a note
whicli would briug the prie.

When Pote reched the bouse, thc
afternoon sun glittered on the woll-
appointed oéquipage into which the Good
Pellow's wifc was tcpping.

How she lauglied Miennmli. aw the
ojd dankey aud bis possum!

James muet go in for the maid to
corne for special directions to the cook
conceruiug the keepiug of Bre'r Pommuin
till bis dcath hour. Here the aive dol-
lars.

She was about te drive on wben the
decrépit appearance of the old negro at-
'tracted lier attention. Probably, she
thouglit, hoe was selling for another, and
but little or none of the price carne
h orne to birn.

"Stop! bore, old man," she ealled,,here's Jagniappe. You kuow wbat that

"La, yas, mistis; tbanky, ma'arn,"
sbutting bis band over the coin.

In another instant the équipage had
whirled around the corner aud was lost
ïn the coucourse of vohicles on Fiftli
Avenue.

In that instant Pote was scherning
again. Witb a businesslike jerk hosho(uld ered bis bag witlb the opossum
in it and'startod past the bouse, going
westward.

"lCorne, stop! rascals! Bring ce-ce-ce-
bte-la! Police, 1 wil cal1" cried the
îrnaid.

"Ma'arn" Pote bowcd very low,
"lbuteber, rna'arn. Madam mIe say, wbeu
she calrne to de kerridge, lak you soc
she do, ma'arn, she tell me, 'Take hirn
to de butcher; wheu lie kilt and dlean
bring hirn fer to put on ice!" With this
lio opeued bis pajm and sbewed the ex-
tra coin preumably given for the extra
task.

"O0h! oui, -oui, consented the maid,
rnollified by somo ny respectlul salaams
and rna'ars.

Hurrying west, Pete ped down Broad-
way toTimes Square, wbere hoe offered
bis opossum to the proprietor of one
of the severai restaurants thereabout.
The five dollars came readily, and this

Ltirne Pote was ef t witl ernpty bag.
A policemnan who, witli the gathering

erowd, iooked at the littie animal, ex-
=sctheâ opinion that thc creature

eapdor boen stoien from thé
Bronx Zoo; it wam best not te kill it

1until inquiries were mado and atisfac-
Storily auswered.

Pote, with the eunning aud dexterity
of bis race, bcd slipped away, and was
already speeding teward tlie Oid Domn-
ion wharf.

Before the ticket wixidow there lie
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