
SYNOPSIS OP PRaCEDING CRAPTIIRS
terine Allardyce refuses ta think of ber cousin,
id ~Barton, Lieutenant of the King's Dragoons, in
ter light than that of a brother. She however,

es ta remember hlm when Ieavlng for- London ta
in a regiment fighting to establish King jamies II.

tlirone of Eaig1snd. While on the way ta ILondon
ets with a party of horsemen at the entrance of a

where plkes are being mnade. In the nmidst of an
et wtti Colonel Haggis, a pompons aerson ,wtth a
of dragoons rides up and questions einald as ta
iniess and intentions for the future.

ýAN answer s0 fat for thus gentlernan, my lord,"
ic said, bowing tethe 3udiciary. "I haveklnowm
uini for somne years. He is Lieutenant Harbin,
fthe King's forces in the dependencv of Tangier.

"I1 understand'you to say, sir, that youn core from
Somersetshire? It is a county of which bis Most
Gracious Majesty bas heard over-rnuch of late.. Pray,
may I ask ini what part of that disloyal sbire Sir Francis
Harbin's seat îs placed? "

Reginald resented the forni in wbich the query
was conveyed, and he replied, with obvions annoy-
arme in bis voice: " My father lives at Wintern Manor,
not far frein Watchet, near the shiore of the Bristol
Channe."

"4Bring nmerny pocket-book, varlet," the judiciaryroared to a man-servant on a hack wth heavy bags
on either side of the saddle. The man rode up and
produced a black pocket-book witli a beavy clasp.
' Quadlibet,"' as he chose to style huiseif, tan bis eye
over several pages, wbile ail sat their horses ini silence.
"Ab!" lie cri-ed. "God lias giv~en nie the blessing of
an excellent rnerory.it He turned on Colonel Haggis
and the others- 'Don't forget that, my msters;
Quodlibet neyer forgets a face be bas once seen. Gc
awaýy; I1want to talk to tbisgenitleman. If Irneet you
again I shall know yen, and yen will know me, I pro-
mise you. lII give you cause to rernember me, and
littîc enough tirneto dlo it in. Go! go! "he vociferated,

U.fi every inalediction whlch cret i oge
utfthe ex-Roundliead had taken hirnacif out of

earshot. I'Now that I have settled thern I have
furtber to ask youi a fcw questions, Master Lieutenant.
You say you byve, or youi father does, near Watclict.
Is there not a certain lawyer in your district nanied
Startin-Mattbew Startin?"

Reginald rcally knew littie of tlie peple of the
district ini whicli the Manor was situated, but tbelawyer
was tee, notoricus to be unfamiliar to anyome, and fresb
in bis rnemory was Katherine Allardyce's commuinica-
tion.

"Yes, sir; I hardly know liin by igbt, but bave
beard of bim."

"So have I bcard of hirn," cliuckled the judiciar,
witli a liarali laugli. "And I vwant to licar rnore-I
want to licar more. It strikes me tliat I shafl stretch
bis neck before I have donc with him, but l'Il have
bita flogged first, s'lielp> me. A flogging is excellent
medicine for a traiter lwycr; then the hempsftcr
wards. Look you licre, sir. I shall go ta this Wvintérn
of yours, and rnake niy leadquarters there wbile I

lo nothe affairs of this preclons district, wliere
tliey do not laiow a good King wlien tlicy have ane.
Write me a Uine on your tablet, and I will present it
toj vour fatherbwa1 v of introduction. Icncomn

brows, a sinail nose sllghtly and piquantly tiptilted,
rounded Cupid bows for lips, and a complexion like
very fine wax.

"I hope, sir, you are flot a gentleman of the raad
to add to ont present risfortunies," she inqtited. Her
Englisb was excellent, but nevertbeless suggested that
it was an acquired language. The slhght accent did
net detract from the charin of the speaker, but ratbet
lieiglitened it.

" I arn a lieutenant of the King's army, and the son
of a country gentleman of Somnerset," Reginald replied.

The suggestion that a well-dressed and courteous
gentleman niiglit as likely as net be a higbwayrnan was
by no ma n mprbable one in the days of the later
Stuarts. Neither was it the ill compliment whch it
savots to modern ideas. For somne of the best blood
of tbe land supplied the material fioni wbi the
digentlemen of the road, " as they were euplienistically
termed, were fashioned.

"I apelogise, sir, for the insinuation; rny papa, whornI see endeavoring te felow me from the coacli, bas had
bis pistols ready at every tutu of tbe road, and even
ta my imperfect. knowledge Epsorn Downs have a
sound of ill omen. Do you not tbink, sir, yen rniglit
render tlie saine assistance te my father that you have
accorded to me? Although net of an impatient nature,
lic rnay tbink eut conversation unduly prolonged under
the circumstances."

The yonng lady spoke with just a Httie suspicion
of sarcasrn in lier valce. It was Reginald's turn to
bluali naw. For having assisted lier te, aliglit. lie had
forgotten tc, release ber band, being bewildercd by the
beauty ini the sun-settlng, and perbaps taken aback by
bier inquiry as te whetlier lie werc a bigliwayrnan.
Without more ado tban an apalogy under bis breatb,
the lieutenant tan te the assistance of tic young lady's
father, wbocse movement was impeded by a pistai wliicb
be hield in bis tight hand, and by the sword scabbatd
whicli, jerldng eut, had gat wedged in the broken linige
of the coach door.

"W 4If yon bave corne te rab us yau will have ta settle
ith me first, i," the gentleman bellowed i French.

Reginald replied in the sarne tangue, althougli bis
rnastery of it was iniperfect. He~ reassured the owner
of the coach as ta hai honorable intentions, and then
liclped ta extricate bum froni the debris. Thec twa foot-
men, who had been fiung into the ditcli froinithc dickcy
behind, now came up. Thcy liad sustained notbing
worse than a fright and a sevof whicbng

Tegentleman liow sopke inEng li, o hc
lie was a vcry fair master. 'This confaundcd accidetri
will prevent us pursuing our journey te London te-
niglit. It is most unfattunate, as bis Majesty' bas
cornranded me, and I was ta appear belote lita as
specdily as possible. Let me introduce myscif, sir.
I amn Count Lewis Duras, neplicw of Field-MarshaI
Turenne, stylcd in England, by tic signal fayot of bis

in pompous tories. Regnald castin a gance at the
lady, tliougbt that a hiaif snulle lurked about ce eau-

He bowed, and miade bis own introduction te the

tr1vY"at


