
that.has been paid to them..on acenunt of ,that work. The..youchers sent to me would
perhaps.enable me tomakat.suciaccountsshutit auld.only-be byreconstructing from
them a ledger, suc as I thnk.ought wobe keptby.the DeparAmnt. As to contragts, " the
aceounts connected with. them are so confuaed. by extras ud deviations,' of the amot,
-nature. and necessity of which he is unacquainted,.Pnd his audit takes no cognizance, and
concerning the prices of which, ,whether;, they, ar&fiir or not, he has no personal know-
ledge-he has.been led frequently-to state to the Minister:of Finance, that he could only
hold himself responsible for.the egrrectuess .of additions and extensions, and .oiher such
matters which may be called.the inancial audit, as distinguished from the engineering
-audit." Particular.instances,.such as ",Mr. Baby's Works, the Ottawa Works, and others
have.appeared to the.auditor as .of an unsatisfactory .nature," and have been Il privtely
mentioned to the Minister of Finance, and sometimes to the Commissioner of Publie
Works ;" but. he "had ne authority further to interfere."

A partial reformi.as, however, been effected in ..the.; Department, for. Mr. Langton
smays -" I .may .add,:.however, that sine. I came into office, there bas.been a great
impzovement, in one respect, in .our Cheek upont.e PublieWorks Department. Formerly
the:»Department had practically.the power of paying. away.the public money withouc .au
control. They issued certificates that a certain.sum was due to an individual, and the
Bank was authorized to cash these certificates. When. the certificate was presented in
order that thewarrant.might issue, it wasgenerally .preseined by the Bank which had
made the advance, and .not by the. individual. The issue of the warrant became., littie
more than a form. Aceording toý.the. present system the. certificate never goes into: the
hands of.the indivldual, but is:sent te the Department of the Minister of Einance, and,
after having.been exauied thiere, isthe. authority for a warrant to be drawn. out. I
.thnk that this improvement was effected in1857."

Owing to the former, practice it appears, on page 44, there are still outstanding caims
by the Bank on the Government, to the amount of £7,951 es. 9d.

.Over .the Crown Lands; Department thé inluece of the.audit is equally insignificant.
As tothe.aecounts of the separate agents who.act;fortie Department; there are.(Q.82}"eno
,means of auditing them, and the auditing of- reepipts is.always most difficult. In.fact
there is no properiway ,of auditing,.them, except publicity." 0f scrip,.theauditor. observes,
"All the cancelled scrip comes in toeme. Up to th.present time I have taken all th.elate
scrip which -has been. issued agenine; with:regard ste the.old scrip, very little..f which
is:now in existence, manythergeries have passedrat the Crown Land Department.". Re-
garding that scrip, full particulars of an extensive fraud:will be found in another part of
this Report. The auditr, adds that, "lsicethe in.estigation he has reason to believe that
t.e Crown Land Department l a great aore, partiuolar in verifying the scrip tn
ras. the.case formerly."

The.audit ofpte other:xpendurgs by this branch is $hus.characterized: "All; ao-
counts paid are certified :byie ormmiona.r or Assistant Commisioner, and beyond
this I have no authoritysto go. Ov'er .thsamountepended for surveys I have no cgn±rol.
There is a general authorityvestedintiheeads o epartmets . or all. expenditurgees.-
ary. for the collection of. r ne.and papendiureedges not comebefore Parliament

in:Ae estimates. .dênotthinMat :there , s e jinebetyen, thi casf'yx-


