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Topics of the Day
ENSATIONAI. ind&ed were the inuidets last week

>in conneetion with the flon. Hl. R. Firnersoni,
Minister of Railways and CanaIs. A Ïredericton

paper gave expression to the rumnour that lie had beexi
turned out of a hotel in Montreal because of thechar-
acter of a w ornan companion. Because of this alleg-
ation, Mr. Emmierson tendered bis resignation te Sir
Wilfrid Laurier who acccpted it and Sent it on to lus lex-
cellencv. iÂbel suits have bvvn institnted agailst tbree
newspap)vrs, anid '.%r. l'.mmerson lio1 es to 1)roxve th.tt lie
lias been (lelaned.

It is reportvd that the basis of the story lies in [the
fact that two ladies got into somne trouble with the
management of a Montreal Ilotel, and knowing that
Mr. Eýmmerson was stopping there appeî0ed to hini to
protcct them. These ladies
are sa<1 to have licen the
wives of New Brunswick
frîcnds of the Minister and
theniselves [lie victinis of
circumstances, Ail the
parties concerned eventual-
Iv lef t the hotel because Of
flic trouble.

ilowevcr, the matter is
before the courts and the
truc storv will no doult
be broughrt oatt. Mr. 1Ein-
mierson canut accetnt in
apology and a retraction
even if tbey are Made. Ilis
rellutation must lie eleared.
Judging from bis reînarks
in the flouse, lie fullv ex-
pects to prove bis inno-
cence thou'rh it mnay inci-
dentallv be sliown that as
a mian lie bas weaknesses
sucb as other meni bave.

Sote of the papers
friendlv to :Ur. Eýmmron
seeni to think that tbere
was no need for bis reSig-
nation-at least, nlot uintil
be baad been provedl guiltv.
lui tbis they bave tbe jud -
ment o>f the Premietr
against theni, Mr. lem-
merson's own feeling, an(l
tlie best British prevedent.
Thli matn who is afraid to
resigu a portfolio until
charges miade against hm
are cleared tipi is not tlie

REA R-ADMI R/
Now on tifs waî

type of man of wliom we
make lieroes. In tliis country, public men are too ten-
acious of office and are lotli to lose any smali, post te
whicli tliey May have been assigned. It is an unmaniy
spirit and one whicli should bie dîseouraged. That Mr.
Emnmerson acted so promptiy in banding in lis resigna-
tion is mucli to bis credit.

It may appear later that Lord Aylmer is another
Canadian loth ta part with a publie office. It is ciaimed.
that lie was appointed Inspector-General for two ycars
only and that bis term expired witli the close of 19o6.
It was arranged tliat lie should lic succeedecl by Colonel
Vidai, Adjuitant.eneral, to whoin a promotion was due.
Colonel Vidai is weil up ini vears and will sliortly have ta
retire, and i.t was feit that lie sbould be promoted before
retirement in order to give him a larger pension. ,Jus

salarv is 110W abouît $~oo as Inspector-(eneral it
would lbe S6,ooo. As the' retiring allowalice is S l.sed <u
the salary drawn at the tinie of retireinent, it is ol>w ons
what a (liffer:1il the proinotion voidd inike toc Colonel
Vidlal.

The retirement of Iord *Xylicr was arrangr(l and
appro\ved liv order-in council, but bis frivIi(ls ire now pro-
testîng thAt this was lorced uipon Ibîm. This imiy b)e
quite truc, but the interests of the inilitia nuîst be con-
sidered as well as the l)ri vte interests of ee vu e s-
timnable an olicer as Lord Aylier. Ilis retiring al-
l)waiicv will lie thirtv- hltieths of $6,ooo, hve haviig servv(l
thirty years. No)w $4,500 is a respiectabile pension for
a Canadian mîiliîa olicer. There îs no reason whiv lie
should stand iii the w'av of promotion for other ollicers
when thesv had hevn given to understand that the terni
of Inspvctor-(;vnvrol was linxtvd to two vars. Iord

Avixuer w1a1s sixtv-five
vears o f age ou M Ïarcli
2_8tl1. Ilis birthplacv is
MeIlbîouirne, in tlie Proviuie

M of Quebev.

British warships are
now on their way [o
America t(> participate in
the naval display whivhi
will be part of the cvrv-
moîîy wben l>resident
Roosevelt opeuns the Ter-
centenary IExhibitioni at
Jamestown, Virginia. The
Eýnglish svttlemvnt at that
point antv<lates the settie-
ment at Quebc by onfe
year ; but it has always
bvvn a mnoot point whetbvr
that a't Port Roy-il is îîot
entitled to the honour of
living the first white settie-
muent in North Arnerica.
.1amestown was no doifit
the first permanenit settie-
nment of Eýnglishmen.

The British fivet now on
its Way eonsists tnainly o>f
the First Cruiser Squad-
ron under commiandl of
Rear-Admiral Gecorge Ne

A 'ville, C.V.O. Tus flag-ship)
is the Good Hope, a pic-lm& 1 AMR turc of which appears on

* the cover of this week's
issue. Among the other
x essels are the Antrim, Ar-

LL NEVILLE, gyll, Devonshire, HIamp-
toi Amerlca. sbire and Roxburgh, two

of whielb are also pictured
in this issue. Admirai Neville is well known as aig
heen twiee aronnd the world witli H.R.H. the Duke of
Edinbnrgh. For a time lie was in command of the naval
forces at Melbourne, Australia. He has commanded the
Dolphin, Dido, Australia and Mars.

ASter their visit to ,Jamestown, the squadron will
visit Halifax. The cruisers will also visit Quehec, but
the battieships wvili hardly corne up the river.

Thlie City oS Toronto has secured Sron 'the Ontario
Legislature permission to hiave its citizens vote on a
by-law to buy out the Eleetric Liglit Company. The
figlit over this point lias been keen and liard, Up to
the present, the advocates of municipal owncrship have
shown the best judgment, and for the moment at least,
the corporation initerests are heaten.


