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Is led headlong to destruction. We are informed that in one
gambling house, there was, or is one room fur the masters and
annther fur the clerks, {in order, we suppose, that, to use an expres-
sive phrase, the candle mnay be lighted at both ends)gnay, we have
heara of one consersator of the peace, who is said to be a part
owner and coustant frequenter of one of these places. We sincerely
bope there may be no truth in the report.

Magistrates, to you azain we address ourselves, for you alone
have the power to relieve society from this intoleruble burthen.
Retleet, we pray vou, that your own sons may be among the vic-
tins of these estublishments, and then way if ye will continue to
license themn.

Second,—VVe perceive iu the list of wholesale dealers, as well as
amongst the retail grocers, the names of several gentlemen who bold
prominent places in Religious aud Charitabie Societies. The at-
tention of these gentlemen we particularly solicit to the facts which
we herein after present to them, in order that they may see whether
their business be compatihle with these offices. ‘The retormation
sbould begin with the most eulightened and respectable, who will
naturally be imitated by others. If Presidents of Religious and
Benevolent Societies, and above all, if officers in the Church con-
tinue to sell the drunkard’s drink, how can we hope for t’ e closiug
of the dram-shop~?

Third,—The Sign-Boards deserve notice, as sone ingenuity
has been shown in devices celculated to lead astray the unwary.
And at the outset, we must protent against using such inscriptions
as ** Diona Forget”—+“ Foryet me Nut”—¢ Waterloo”—and others
which are calculated to awuken iateresting recollections, and asso-
ciate them with drinking usages. In another point of view, these
inscriptions are appropriate enough, as .t is not likely that any one
who frequents a dram-shop much will ever fcrget it; and the car-
nage of Waterloo was a mere trifle compared to the tens of thousands
slaiu by iatoxicating drinks.  As a portrait of Shak~peare has been
adopted as a sign for a tavern, in justice to the immortal bard his
own lines should have been inscribed beneath it, viz:—

* Oh thou invisible spirit of wiue, if thou hast no name to be known by,
let us call thee-——dev:l.

‘* Oh that men shouli put an enemy into their mruths to steal away their
bramns! that we -huuld with joy, revel pleasure, . applause, trunsform
ourselves into beasts '**

Sowne of the devices are singularly inappropriate. For instance,
a ““Bee Hive,” and “ Speed the Plough.” The prople who fre-
guent bar-rooms, instead of laying up stores for the future like the
industrious bees, are spending their substance and constitution in
idleness and intemperance ; and strong drink has dune more to re-
tard the ploush than perhaps all other causes put together,  [f any
man doubts this fact, let him observe the farmers coming out of
some well-knewn houses in town at the close of a market day, and
be will doubt no langer.

Some of the devices are, on the other hand, very appropriate :
such as a Cat with a Mouse in her mouth, tor no mouse is more
tantalized and tormented, or tries un<uccessfully to escape oftener,
than the poor victim of dram-drinking, but all is unavailing as
long as landlords hold out every bait and lure, and caoly pocket his
miserable pittance in return for that which is ruining him bedy and
soul. A »sign with people drinking, and the motto, * We three
Jogzerheads be,” will be also adwitted to be appropriate.

We can, however, suggest a few devices, which we conceive
would be fully as suitable as any of the foregoing. Say, for in-
stauce, 3 Spider sitting svuzly ia & corner of his web, matching
for any unwary fly that may venturs within its meshes; or a
Vulture knawing the vitals of a prostrate victila. One might have
a picture of the Poor-house above his door, another of the Prison, a
third of the Ho-pital, and & fourth of the Orphan Asylum. Two
or three might adopt the device of a Man in the last agonies of
delezium tremens ; but a Coffin should be the favorite «ign, for cer-
tainly if the testimony of Phsricians and Coroners be worth any
thing, nc instrumeutality in the country fills ko many coffius pre-
maturely. Pechaps, however, the mo~t appropriate sigo is one
which we have sowetimes scen, namely : a man lying dead drunk
at the door.

Fourth,—It hasheretofore been customery for all grocers to kerp
liquors, but a refurmation has commenced; and we are happy to
bave it in our power to anneunce that there are now five temper-
asee grocery establishments jo Montreal, viz :

e

Samuel Mathewson, St. Paul Street.

William Addy, Muin Street, St. Lawrence Suburbx.
Toomas Brysou, do. do. do.

A. Stephenson, Wellington Screet, Griffintown.
John Minshall, Main Street, Quebec Suburbs.

And we trust that these Individuals will so prospes as to -
others to give up the rum trade also.

Fifth,—1t is particularly deserving of notice, that manz ~f the
bouses occupied as taverns, or dram-shops, change tenants often—-
the old ones frequently dying ot drinking, or becoming bankraps.
We kuow places where three or four occupants have perished from
the edects of their own business in a few years : yet otheis can be
found in rapid succession to fill their places and expose themselves
to the saine dauger. Some times both busband and wife meet she
same fate. Tn these cases, the husband usually dies first; and the
widow, after followinyg bim in the same business for a short time,
follows him to the grave also. We have it on the authority of =
Moutreal dealer, who gave -up business some time agn, that of
twenty-two tavern-keepers on his books, seventeen had either run
away or died drunkards. That the family of the dram-seller, as
well as bimself, are pecuvliarly exposed to the formation of intem-
perate habits, will be apparent from the fact, that two little girls, of”
about eight and ten years of age respectively, bave been observed
in a dram-shop in town (kept by their mother, their facther having
al.eady fallen a victin) drawiog and drinking raw spirits when
they happened to be left alone in the bar-room.

Respecting the quantity of intexicating drinks sold in Montreal,
we can ouly arrive at a probable result. The quanity imported
from sea is, we can state upon good authority, as follows :

Statement of Wines and Spirits .mported into the Port of
Montreal for the year ending 5th January, 1840.
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Wines... oo vee oo oee ooe 326,963 galons.

Foreign Spirits ... ... ... 369,671 —

Rum ... coo con vve ver vee 44,283 —

British Spirits ... ... ... 14,873 —

And into the Port of St. Jobns, L.C.
Rum... ... .. ....... 98,601 — verystrong.
Wines... oo ver e vee oeo 48,041 —
899,432

This does not include the quantity imported at Quebec.

The quantity of whiskey manufactured in the District of Montreal
cannot be ascertained with perfect accuracy. We are, however,
infurmed upon good authority, that the following is pear the
quantity :

One Distillery produces... ... ... 60 puncheons weekly.

Another ... .. w0 ee e s e 40 — —

A thirdo e e ves ven e e e 25— —

A fourth ... .. .ol 22 — —

Aud8others produce jointlyabout 42 — —
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The time that Distilleries are in active operation is estimated at
thirty-five weeks per annum, which gives the enormous quaniity
of €515 puncheons, or, at 120 gallons to the puuncheon, 793,800
galions of whiskey manufactured in the yrar—the greater part {or
whole) of which is sold in Montreal. We are informed, that on
the average 25 lbs. of grain are required to preduce a gallon of
whiskes ; so that, taking the average weight of oats, rye, barley,
&y 500,000 bLushels of graip must be destroyed to procuce the
quantity above-mentioned.

It will be seen that we have already 1,693,232 gallons, to which,
if we add all the whiskey imported from Upper Canada (of which
we can get no return), all the liguors eatered at Quebec, but sold
there, all the malt liquor imported from Britain, which is a large
branch of business, and all that is manufactured in seven breweries
here ..o shall, not to speak of cider, have a probable tota} of two
m*itions and a kalf of gallons of intoxicating drinks,—the whole-
cale price of which eannot be much short of £500,000 paid ip
Montreal far intoxicating drinks in one year, Is it surprising thr
the country should be poor > No doubt a portion of the 2,500,0
gallons goes to diffrent parts of the country; but we prosuw



