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TIIE COLONIAL FARMER.

Having already extended my observations on other subjects to
sitel an lenath, T <hall shortly remark upon one or two points only
with regard to the treatment of colts,

A very absurd uotion universally obtains in this Country, that

colts should not zot any oats the first winter after weaning, us sueh |

fued would have the cilect of foundering or otherwise injuring the
animal.  ‘Fhis i a radical error, and has, uo doubt, had the efivet
of preventing our horses from being much better growsn than they
are.

In Iingland the usual allowance of oats fur a colt, during the
first winter, is 15 bushels or 4 quartsa day for four months,

and carrots to prevent costiveaess, i to keep the blood cool.  In
conversation with the celebrated Tattersall, in London, on this
subject, he informed me that he allowed his choice thorough bred
colts as much oats as they would eat the first winter, and thatthey
were never injured by such feeding, but very little if any grain is
given during the next winter

and suceessful,

T would be happy to proceed further on this interesting subject, !
but as I have trespassed so Jong upon your time and attention
must now draw my observations to.a close,

I would earnestly impress upon every Member of this Society
the necessity of doing all in his power to promote the interests of
agriculture throughout the County.  Obtain all the valuable in-
formation you ean on the subject, and freely cirenlnte all you ob-
tain,  As Farmers you have great rewson to he content with your
Jot.  You have seen from time to time the depressions of teade.
You have scen many of those engaged in Commerce, and whaose
once fortunate career you may have almost envied, brought low
by reverses of fortune, and deprived of their property ; but to
such vicissitudes the faithful tiller of the curth is rarely, il' ever,
expozed in this Conntry,  We are blessed with a fertile soil, and

Such
8
u course of feeding is also accompanied by bran mash—potatoes « the breeding of hotses for general use; and the following is the

!
!

Sinee receiving this information I they used to raisc their stock, and which were worth their weight
have put it in practice, and the result as been Inghly gratifying in gold ; aud the jade on which the farmer now fides to markel,

]t‘we forin, or want of blood of the ware. There are niceties in
this, of which somne breeders used to be aware, and they employed
their knowledge to great advantage.  When they were carveful thy §
the evsential puints should be goud in both parents, and that soras
minor defect in cither should be met, and got rid of, by excellence
in that particular point in the other, the result was ereditable to
their judgmoent, and highly profitable.  The unskilful or earelew
breeder will often so badly pair the animals, that the good points
of ¢ach will be, in a manner, lost: the defeets of both will be in. §
creaced, and the produce will be far inferior to both site and dam,

Of late years these principles have been much lost sight of in

explanation it: There are ncarly s good stallions as there used to g
be.  Few, but well-formed and valuable horses will be sclected
anil retained as stallions.  They are always the very prime of the
breed 3 but the mares are not what they used to be.  Yoverty hac
wduced many of the breeders to part with the mares from which

or which he uses on his farm, costs himn but little money, and ison.
Iy retained beeause he could not get much money for her, It hae
likewise become the fushion for gentlemen to ride mares almost 2y
frequently as geldings; and thus the better kind are taken from
the hreeding service until old age or injury renders them worth §
little for it, We would wish thengo impress it on the minds of §
breeders, that peculiarity of form and constitution are inherited
from both pareate; that the excellence of the mare is a point of
quite &s much importance as that of the hiorse; and that out of a
sorey mare, let the horse be as perfect as he may, a good foal will
rarely be produced. Al this is recognised upon the turf, although |
poverty or carclessness have made, the general breeder neglect o
furget it.

It is recognised in the midland Counties in the breed of cart

he who works bis allotinent with indastry and a due regard to his
means, will surely receive an ample reward for all his toil ‘

Doctor Johnson has beautifully observed « Though mines of!
gold and silver should he exhausted, and the species made of them '
lost 3 though diamonds and pearls should remain concealed in the
bowels of the carth and the wommb of the sea : though comimerce,
with strangers be probibited ; though all arts which have no other’
objeet than splendour and embellishment should be abolished ; yet |
the fertility of the earth alone would afford an abundant supply for
the aceasions of an industrious people, by furnishivg subsistence
lor thc:n, and for such armies as should e mustered in their de-
sence.

DREEDING HORSES.

"This may be a proper period to recur to the important subject
of breeding, particularly important, when there cannot be a doubt,
that our breed of useful horses has, within the last twenty years, |
most materially degenerated.  Qur running horses still maintain
their supremacy ; our carriage horses are not much lessened in ex-
cellence and value; but our hunters and hackneys are not what
t;:?y used to be.  We shall endeavour to point out the cause of
this.

Our observations must be of a general nature, and will be very
simple; and the first axiom we would lay down is—that * like wiil
produce like”—that the progeny will inherit the qualities, or the
mingled qualities of the parents. We would refer to the subject
of discases, and again state our perfect consiction that there is
scarcely one by which cither of the parents is affected that the foal
will not iuherit, or, at least, the pre-disposition to it. even the
conseqnences of ill usage, or hard work, will descend to the pro.
geny. We have already enlarged on this, but its importance will
be a sufficient apology for the repetition. We have proof upon
proof that blindness, roaring, thick wind, broken wind, spavins,
curbs, ringbones and founder, have been bequeathed both by the
sire and the dam to the offspring. It should likewise be recollect-
ed, that although these blemishes may not appear in the immediate
progeny, they frequently will in the next generation. Hence the
x(;ccessity of some knowledge of the parentage both of the sire and

am.

Peculiarity of form and constitution will also be inherited —
This is 2 most important but neglected consideration; for, how-
ever desirable, or even perfect, may have been the conformation of
the sire, every good point may be neutralized or lost by the defec-

horses; and the strict attention which has been paid to it has i
brought cur heavy horses to almost the same perfection, in their
way, as the blood horse. It is strange that in our saddle-hotser,
our hunters, and, to a great degree, our curringe-horses, this should
he left to chance,  The breeder begins to care little about the qua.
lity of the mare, and the progeny is becoming conparatively of
little worth,  Experience, it is satd, will make fools wise, but ex.
perience will here be bought at a very dear rate, both as it regards
the breeder and the community. :
‘That the constitutivn ard endurance of the horse are inberited, B
no sporting man ever doubted. ‘I'he qualitics of the sire or the 8
dam descend from gencration to generation ; and the excellencies i
or defects of certain horses are traced, and justly so, to some peew
liarity, in a fur distant ancestor.

It may, perhaps, be justly affirmed, that there is more difficuity
in selecting a good mare to breed fram, than a good horse, Lecause §
she must pussess somewhat oppusite qualities.  Her carcase should
be l1nng, to give room for the growth of the fusius, and yet, with
this, there should be compactness of forin and shortness of leg.—
As to the shape of the stallion, little satisfactory ean be said. It
must depend on that of the mare, and the kind of horse wished to
be bred ; but if there be oue point which we should say is abso-§
lutely essential, it is this “compactness”—as much goodness aud§
strength as possible condensed in a little space.  Next to compact: B
ness, the inclination of the shoulder will be regarded: abhugestal:
lion, with upright shoulders, never got a capital hunter or hickner. |
From him the breeder can obtain nothing buta cart or dray horse,§
and that, perhaps, spoiled by the opposite form of the mare. On
the other hand, an upright sboulder 1s desirable, if not absolutely JB
necessary, when a mere draught horse is required. It is of no It
tle importance that the parents should be in.full possession of then
natural strength and powers. It is a common.crror, that becauz
a mare has ouce been good, she is fit fur breeding, when she is i
louger capable of ordinary work. Iler bicod,and perfecs frame
may ensure a foal of sume value, but he will inherit a portion of
the worn out constitution of her from whom he sprung.

On the subject-of breeding in and in, that is, persevering in the
same breed, and selecting the best on either side, much has hecd
said. The system of crossing requires much judgment and ex-
pevience; a great deal more, indeed, than breeders usually possess
"T'he bad qualities of tne cross are too soon engrafted on the origic
nal stock ; and once engrafted there, are not, for many generations, |§
eradicated. Onthe other hand it is the fact, however, some may |
deny it, that strict confinement to one breed, however valuable or J&




