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various causes, lose his lîold on Christ and
the keeping S irit, and gradually hose tîe
clear liglît of ]?urity, and stili not forfeit his
solislhip as a cluild of God. Bobli Pardon and
Purity are retained, as ivell as obtained, by
faith, and wve can maintain the lighît of
IPurity only by the faitlh on whlicli it is
conditioned.

After Justification and iRegeneration,
wvhen 've were entirely sanctified, wve received
siniply and only full spiritual cleansing;
lience the Ioss of îvhat ive received at tliat
timie wvould Le the loss of Purity only, and
not of Justification. As tiiere are stages in
the reception of salvation, it is reason&1le
to believe thiere may Le stages in its loss.

"lThe just shaîl hive by faith." IlXVe
stand by faith. " Thuere is a 'gradation in the
the scale of faith; thiere being Il veak faith,"
and Il strong faith," Il littie faith,» and
"-great faith," and an I "ilcrease of faith." If
tiiere Le an increase of faith tliere may also
Le a decrease of faith, and a man niay
-descend from Ilgreat faitlî " to 1 littlc faitli,"
-vithiout a total loss of the principle of sav-
ingf faith. We may Lackslide iii a degree
-witliout baeksliding totally, so as to be un-
der the dominion of Satan. A believer inay
lose soie ground without going over f ulhy
on to tlîe devil's ground.

To suifer a decreasing lighît, and a corres-
ponding weakening evidence of God's favor,
'vhile under divine cluastisernent for little
remissnesses, does not inuply a Lorfeiture of
hieirship, and ahl saving relations to Christ.
A knowledgc, by th'le Witnessing Spirit, of
our acceptance wvit1i God, is îîot niecessary in
order to Acceptance, or of a state of eitlîer
Justification or Sanctification. And yet, it
is evident thiat the liglît of Justification after
the loss of Entire Sanctification froni any
cause, is less clear andi assuring, andi admits
of more doubt anti dissatisf action; ai
usually restoration or apostasy is the alter-
native.

The difference betwveen tlîe regencrate and
justifled, and the entirely sanctified, is in one
possessing indwelling sin, andi the othier
cleansed therefrom. It miust Le admitted
thiat indwvehling sin, a feit sinful prociivity
(sinful in nature and not in indulgence),
does not involve the ioss of Justification,
thîough it nîay leati to its ioss. If thuis wvere
so, ail regenerated, but not qntirely sanctifleti
souls, coulti not Le in a state of Justification.
This sinful inclination, wvhetler feit or other-
-,vise, is inconsistent -witli Purity of Hcart.
Mr. Wesley taugit Entire Sanctification
mighîit blé lost wvithîout the loss of ail saving
relations to Christ, Hie says, in speaking

of backsliders froni Entire Sanctification:
IlSometiiiies suddenly, but oftener by slow
degyrees, they have yieldcd to temiptationi;
and pride, or auger, or îoolish desires, have
again sprung Up i1î their hiearts. Nay, soine-
tinies they have utterly lost the liec of God,
and sin hiatli rei 'gned iii clotiiior. over tlîen. "
Sermions, vol. 2, page 247. IlThe rest hiad
sufl'ered loss, more or less, and twvo or tlirec
were shorn of ail thîeir stegh"Journal,
1765. IlOn a cldse examination (at Mani-
chester), out of more than fif ty persons, who
twvo or thîree years ago were filled vitli thd
love of Cod, i did flot flnd above a thîire
part vhîo liad not sufTered loss." Journal,
April, 17î66. IlI rcturned to Chester, and
founld niany alive to God, but scarce one
that retained lis pure love." Journal,
A.pril, 1780. In these and lnany others in-
stances Mr. Wesley taughit that the loss of
lEntire Sanctification does not necessarily
include the loss of Justification and al
reiigious life.-Siandard.

AN INSPIRED EXAMPLE 0F HOU.-
NESS.

IDid the Apostle iPaul profess to Le holy?
Rie is often quoted as plainly teaching the
doctrine; did lie set a personal. example of
it 1 We think so, and for several excellent
reasons:

1. If lie -%vas not holy hie could not ha-ve
consistently cxhîortcd lus converts to follow
lus example. This lie did. "Those things
which ye have both learned, and received,
and heard, and seen in me, do; and tlîe God
of peace shahl Le -vith you." (Phil. iv. 9).
The thîings of whichi lie here speaks wvcre wvhat-
soever are truc, honcst, just, pure, lovely,
and of good report. If Paul liad set an
exaînifhe of uiitruth, dishonesty, inipurity, or
of unlovclincss of character and life,he wvouhd
have been the last unan to caîl attention to
lis own frailties and ve&'Knesses. Had lie
been a sinner in any respect lie could not
have urgced thein to do the tlinigs they had
seen in him. But lie challenges thieir obser-
vation of lis life, and insists thiat tlîey shal
iniitate bis example. Hear him in other
passages: IlLet us therefore, as many as
Le perfect, Le thus mindcd ; and if in any-
thing ye be otherwise minded, God shaîl re-
veal even this unto you. 'Neverthielcss,
whvlereto we have ah'eady attained, let us
walk by the saine rule, let us nîind the sanie
thing. Brethiren, Le fohiowers together of
me, and mark thiem wvhich walk so as ye


