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The sale to Investor» of $310,000,000«««wan &

liar or a single bond Issue of $880,000,- 
000 has never before been spproeeh

are considered. The plac-

4
ed In this country since the Civil War. 
Our own government In 1862 put out 

of $516,000,000 six per cent 
which It took many months for the 

try to absorb, but with this ex­
ception has never put out s loan as 
large as’ toe $820,000,000 Anglo-French 
bonde which have been pieced; the 
Spanish War loan was only $800,000,- 
000 and no railway or corporation hpre 
has ever placed more than $100,000,- 
•00 by public subscription.

The balance unplaced is in the 
strongest hands—a wide circle of city 

..and country banks and bankers—and 
there Is no danger of Its being forced 
upon the market, as It affords a high 
yield from highest class security, for 
the employment of a part of the vast 
amount of idle reserves. This attrac­
tive yield will undoubtedly render the 
gradual absorption of the unsold 
amount by investors, certain.
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The Great Harvest

It has been, as In the business up­
lift, the impulse of the war which has 
given the American farmer the splen­
did results of his own extra efforts In 
the crop world, aided, of course, by 

exceptional bounty In weath- 
high prices of grain last year 
the farmers to plant every 

acre possible, and the acreage of the 
chief crops this year Is estimated to 
aggregate 486,670 a 
area larger than the 
France, Belgium, Holland, Denmark 
and Switzerland combined.

The final report of the Department 
of Agriculture estimating the crop re­
sults of 1916 Is full of interest. New 
records are made In nearly the whole 
list—wheat for the first time In the 
history of the country showing a bil­
lion budhels, and corn for the second 
time over three billion bushels. The 
85,266,000 tons of hay, against 70,071,- 
000 last year, are estimated to be 
worth $912,620,000, making hay the 
third highest of the crops in money 
results. The total values of the prin­
cipal farm crops are estimated this 
year at $6,668,778,000, the largest ever 
shown, and some $600,000,000 larger 

1 than last year, which foot up $4,973,* 
627,000. In 1913 the amount was $4,- 
966,497,000, and In 1912 $4,767,458,000.

r*i
ed
qui
elg
cot
CO]
th«N«at*

Ut 1
ret
ad
thi
Thsquare miles—an 

else of Germany, in
Be

M

»

CHICAGO GRAIN
AND PRODUCE

6

40
Chicago. Dec. «—Wheat, No. 2 red, 

1.25; No. 3 red, 1.16 to 1.10; 
% to 1.21 7-1.

Corn—No. 2 yellow, nominal: No. 4 
fellow. 68 to eeii; No. 4 white, 67 to 
!•%..
¥ Oat»—NO. 3 white, 41 to 4214; étend­
ard. 43%.

Rye—No. 2, nominal; No. 8, 86 to

1.2814 to 
No. 2 hard, 1.22

46

90

96
92.

By ley—61 to 70.
Timothy—5.00 to 7.26.
Clover—10.00 to 19.00.
Pork—16.05; lord, 9.62; riba, 9.76 to 

10.26.

25

21

Wheat.
_ High.
May ...... 126%
Juiy\.......
Deo.

Low. Cloea 
122% 123

.. 116 113% 118%

.. 124% 121% 121%
P

7414 74%May.................76
Dec..................... 71% 70% 70%

40% 46% 46% 
42% 42% 42%

May
JiDec.
M
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MINIATURE ALMANAC.
December Phases of the Moon.

Moon, 6th................... 2h., 4m. a. m.
Quarter. 13th.. .. 7h., 88m. p. m.

Moon. 21st.................8b., 52m. p. m. e
Last Quarter, 29tb .. .. 8b., 69m. p» m. b
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» Thu 8.08 4.40 0.38 12.44 6.60 19.13 
. 84 Fri 8.09 4.41 1.14 12.22 7.27 19.49

PORT 0F8T. JOHN.
ArHvéd Wednesday, Dec. 22, 1919.
Sch Harold B Cousons, 860, Gayton, 

Philadelphia, P McIntyre, <*>al.
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FOREIGN POSTS. i
Clvlta Veechle, Italy, Dec 11—Bids 

9tr Beltasla, Abbott, Hampton Road., 
for order..

Boston, Dec *0—am: Sch» Seth W 
smith, St Stenhee, N B; Arthur J 
Parker, Hdympton.

Portland, Dec 20—Ard: Str Michigan 
pinch, Liverpool; Sob Quetay, St John,

1
<

I

N B, for Boston.

a. Portland, Dec 20. 1916.
W' Portland Approach, Me.

OM Anthony One and Whlsthng 
*oy, 22, retaliated December 1», har­
ing been found homing dhnliy; hereto­
fore erroneously reported exttneulsh-

I

1ed.

Boon Mnnd Ledge dee end Wldet-
Hag Bnoy, BIL, regulated December
17, boring -been found aOowtaf Im­
proper chamcterm»».

. frenchman Bey, Me.
Turtle Island Ledge Bell Buoy, 3,

I

reported adrift December 30, wlU be 
,eple.nl-ee soon dr prWttbdMe." ~
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MARKET SQUARE
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pled by Cowls *next the reels snatch their own repel 
and pass it to the boy next to them* 
and eo on right down the row. the last 
boy bangs the reel on the othper stool 

It back dwn the row again.
When the first boy receives his reel 

back, he bangs it on the stool and then 
holds it up at arms’ length. The game 
is won by tt.- quickest side.

Two rules must be observed—(l)tf 
the reel is dropped it must start again 
from the end from which It was trav­
elling. (2) The reel must be taken by 
each boy’s right hand—no "skipping

Most Spectacular Fire in Years—Explosion of Thousands of Cartridges Added Terrifying 
Element to Roar of Flames—One building Gutted from Third floor to Roof—Upper 

-- Building Sightly Burned and Very Valuable Stock Heavily Damaged by Fire and 
Water—Firemen Fought Against Difficulties but Confined Blaze to Thome Stores 
—Damage $150,000 with Insurance of $250,000 to $200,000.

«OXFORD AND CAMBRIDGE."
Hd to the policeof King* endDivide the troop into equal numbers, 

preferably by patrols. The two sides
t then sit In two rows facing each and 

other. At both ends of the double line 
is a chair or stool, and on one stool 
are placed two reels of cotton to rep­
resent dark blue and light blue.

The Scoutmaster calls: "Ane you 
ready?" and each Scout places his 
right hand on hie right knee, palm 
upward.

At the word “Go.” the two Scouts over.”

ï
Prince 
Fear waa also

prenant remarked 
I Mid that 

at the ptpee the

the

inMontgomery building 
In which the silver*;

Une cutlery end cut glee, were kept 
ee well ne the specie! stock of Christ- 
mas goods. This, however, escaped 
damage. Slight water damage was 
done to WIKÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊSÊÊ
Avlty * Sons, Ltd.

The police protection was particu­
larly good. Chief Simpson waa In 
charge himself with an ample force 

Men from the military units 
In the city, Including a company from

callty had increased from 67 to 78

London, Dec, 21—The
The brick block on Market Square, 

occupied by W. H. Thorne and Com- 
pany Limited, wee the scene last night 
of the moot spectacular lire St. John 
has had for many days. As the net re­
sult the third, fourth and fifth floors 
of the lower building, nearest to King 
etreet have been reduced to a shall, 
the roof has been burned off and the 
valuable stock consumed. The lower 
part of the building la blocked with 
debris and very heavy lees ties been 
occasioned, 
somewhat damaged. The estimated to­
tal damage is $150,000 while the Insur­
ance Is between $250,000 and SSOOUDOO. 
No accidents occurred during the fire 
and the water pressure was good.

For more than two hours, last night, 
the St. John Are department battled 
with the fiercest Maze it ha» had to 
contend again at for a long time. 
Shortly before ten o'clock & citizen 
peering along Market Square 'noticed 
a ruddy gleam from the third floor of 
the lower butt-ding occupied by W. H. 
T borne & Company, Limited. He at 
once sent in an alarm from ibex 6 and 
the fire department responded at

The fire had gaimcd headway before 
being discovered end soon the upper 
front of the big building was wrapped 
in vicious flames which shot above 
the roof and far into the sky, at the 
same time ti-hravinating Market Square 
with a radiance ats of daylight.

Terrifying Element

As the blaze . worked its way up 
from the floor of its origin and reach­
ed the floor where ammunition, shells 
and firearms were kept the sharp 
crack of rifle and revolver cartridges 
and shells added a wierd and terrify­
ing element, and the thousands of 
spectators ont the square pictured to 
themselves what might happen If the 
blaze should reach a powder keg. 
Fears of the sort were groundless, 
however, for no powder was kept in 
the building, that being stored in a 
special warehouse.

The fire ihad evidently been burning 
for some time, but while the lower 
stores were thronged with customers 
tliere was no word of anything wrong. 
After the last customer had departed 
and the clerks were preparing to close 
the word spread and In a very short 
time the upper portion of the big 
building was in flames. From that 
time until after midnight the firemen 
worked valiantly, first to save the 
building Itself and then, wheh this 
was found to be beyond possibility to 
keep the blaze from spreading to other 
buildings in the vicinity. In this they 
were successful, for although the 
Thorne establishment is in the very 
centre of the business district, where 
a fire once gaining headway could do 
incalculable damage no other firms 
were Inconvenienced.

Ganta Will Not Suffer.

Santa Claus will not sutler as the 
result of the fire. Stored In the big 
building were thousands of dollars 
worth of goods which had been pur­
chased and paid for for delivery on 
Christmas Eve. Purchasers of these 
goods are requested to notify the firm 
today when, if they cannot be repiao 
ed pâyments made on them will be 
refunded.

The water pressure during the fire 
was good, and the opinion of those 
concerned waa that considering the

handicap under which the firemen and the water pressure waa good but 
L the outset the conflagration the blaze had gained such headway 
handled. that the upper portion of the building

was gutted while in the lower portion 
great damage has been done by water. 
All circumstances considered the fire­
men are to be congratulated on their 
excellent work In keeping the flames 
confined to the buildings In which the 
fire started and away from the inflam­
mable paint and oils stored in the up­
per building. The fire waa under con­
trol about midnight but continued to 
smoulder practically all night and It 
was daylight before the laat vestiges 
were extinguished-

labored at 
was well

There waa no accident during the 
fire, although early thin morning Mr.

G. Hanrieon of tihe firm while no- 
visiting the building, was struck In 
the head by a failing brick and some- 
whet cut Dr. Langstroth rendered 
first aid.

The Thorne stores will be open for 
business this afternoon as usual.

of the stoek of T. Mo tonight:
"During the last twenty-four 

there has been artillery activity on 
many portions of the front, principally 
about Fricourt, on both sides of La 
Bassee Canal, and at Ypres. Our ar­
tillery replied effectively.”
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Armstrong & Bruce
Our Facilities

Consist of the
Strongest and Best 

Companies
No Risk Too Large for Us to Handle 

TARIFF and NON-TARIFF 
Rates Qyoted on Application

Insurance Agents and Brokers
- REPRESENT INO -

Where It Started

The fire started on the third floor 
of the lower Thorne building, nearest 
to King street, in the portion occu­
pied as the packing and shipping 
room. It was discovered by J. G. Har­
rison who. Just before the hour of 
closing, had occasion to go to the 
office and noticed that the fire door on 
that floor between the upper and low­
er buildings, was not tightly closed. 
He went to close it when he saw the 
reflection from the blaze in the pack­
ing room. He then opened the door 
to investigate and was met by a great 
rush of smoke and a blast of heat, 
looking through the doorway he saw 
the fire blazing In the packing room 
and at omce telephoned a still alarm 
to No. 3 Fire Station.

By that time the reflection of the 
blaze was visible on Market Square 
and an alarm had already been sent 
from Box 6.

The upper building la

The Lose and DamageYorkshire Insurance Co’y Ltd. Mr. Harrison last night estimated 
the damage the firm will sustain- as 
the result of the conflagration at $150,- 
000 of which fully two-thirds is in the 
building where tiie blaze started. The 
Insurance will reach $250,000 to $800,- 
000 on all departments of the Thorne 
stores; the sections suffering damage 
are well covered. The insurance com­
panies affected are those represented 
here by Armstrong & Bruce, Clinch & 
Company. Cowie & Edwards. A. C. 
Fairweather & Sons, G. E. Fatrweath- 
er A Sons, Frank R. Fairweather, H. 
W. W. Frink, J. M. & C. W. Hope 
Grant, Hal! A Fairweather, B. P. How­
ard, W. M. Jarvis, C. E. L. Jarvis & 
Sons, Knowlton A Gilchrist, Lockhart 
& Ritchie, Machum & Foster, G. O. 1). 
Otty, J. M. Queen, T. B. A H. B. Rob­
inson, William Thomson A Company, 
Vroom A Arnold and White A Calkin. 
The amounts held in each agency 
could not be learned last night.

York. England.

Palatine insurance Co’y Ltd.
London, England

Insure in the

QUEEN! RAIN Ni E <& KEA TOR,Progress of the Flames

From the packing room whore it 
started, the blaze worked up to and 
through three floors to the roof, which 
was so badly burned that it finally 
collapsed. The top floor contained 
the ammunition department included 
in which was a heavy stock of loaded 
shells. When the flames reached these 
there was a succession of detonations, 
alarming in sound but carrying little 
or no actual danger to the thousands 
of) people who had gathered In the 
Market Square and consenting streets. 
The Are also worked Its way In 
through the fire doorways on the third 
floor into the upper building but was 
confined to the vicinity of those doors 
except where it ran up the elevator 
shaft andln along the roof of the up­
per building, doing damage to tfbe roof 
timbers.

UNUTKD

Insurance Brokers
8T. JOHN

Phone 3118 56 Prince William Street.

C. E. L. JARVIS & SON* IU Origin a Mystery

"I have no idea how the fire could 
have started, and Indeed know of no 
excuse or reason for it," said J. G. 
Harrison of the Thorne firm at mid­
night. "We (have taken all precau­
tions against a fire In any of our 
stores and have our own protective 
service. The fire doors on each floor 
are always kept tightly closed, but lu 
this case one was slightly open. It 
was well that it was so, for, had It 
been otherwise the fire would'have 
escaped, my notice and might (have 
gained even greater headway. As it 
was, It must have been burning for 
some little time before I saw It At 
first I thought it was from a light in 
another part of the.building, but when 
I opened the door the rush of smoke 
and heat was so great that I saw at 
once the gravity of the situation.”

established 1866 HALIFAX
PROVINCIAL AGENTS

74 PRINCE WILLIAM STREET

Fire Insurance OnlyMERCANTILE
Western Assurante Company 
London Assurance Corporation 
North British & Mercantile Insurance Go.

Fundi practically unlimited. Tariff rates because paying rates j

Fire Insurance Company
Security $27,000,000

How the Fire was Fought.

The fire department was quickly on 
the scene at the alarm and when the 
magnitude of the conflagration became 
apparent additional apparatus was 
summoned. The motor engine was 
stationed near the fountain In the Mar­
ket Square and threw three powerful 
streams into the burning building. 
Number 3 engine was at the Western 
Union corner and worked with three 
streams. Number 1 was stationed at 
the Bank of Montreal 
with two streams, 
from the City Road house, took up a 
position in front of Manchester Rob­
ertson and Allison’s establishment on 
King street working with two streams. 
Hose from Number 3 cart, with Moni­
tor nozzle was In front of the build­
ing and worked three streams. The 
aerial truck was also in front of the 
building and from this a deluge of wa­
ter was poured into the burning struc-

Thus the fire was fought with 
streams from the front, from King 
street, off the root of the McAvlty 
building, through the alley from Chip- 
man’s Hill and Manchester Robertson 
and Allison’s private equipment was 
employed from their building. Splen­
did work was done by the department

Description of the Premleee

The buildings In which the fire oc­
curred are owned by Hon. W. H. 
Thorne and all occupied by the com­
pany bearing his name. The lower 
building was on the ground floor de­
voted to retail (hardware stock, ttye 
floor above, to sporting goods, the next 
floor packing and shipping rooms, 
fourth floor, fishing supplies and 
ropes, fifth shelf hardware, sixth, 
arms, ammunition, agricultural imple­
ments and heavy hardware.

The upper building In which tfhe 
offices are situated was devoted to the 
heavy stock of paints, oils and glass. 
This building practically escaped 
damage except In the root and in the 
vicinity of the Are doors on the floor 
where the blaze started.

Firemen’s Good Work

The firemen were successful In cont 
fining tihe conflagration to the build­
ings of the Thorne Company, although 
for a time it was feared that the build­
ing1 adjoining on the lower side oocu-

NIXON & McLELLAN R. W. W. FRINK, Central
Representative ST. JOHN, N. B.

General Agents Canterbury Street
corner working 

umber 4 engine.

If YOUR PropertyIs Your Property Insured?
Was Destroyed by FireIf not, please phone or drop us a card, 

we will be glad to call and Have a 
talk with you. Would you have enough 

insurance to cover your 
loss?

Make an inventory of your 
property — you will find 
you are not fully covered 

then telephone

WHITE & CALKIN
107 Prince William StreetOffice M «51. 

House M 1060.

tDon’t
■" Shoulder 

Loss
destiovi your property, let 

age—someone who will give you the protection y«
Here are three ane old companies of the tried and

✓When Ere die rebuild for you, or make good the dam- 
you pay for and have a right to demand, 

true type
Main 141

T. B. & H. B. ROBINSON
We will do the rest 

INSURANCE THAT INSURES

Automobile
Insurance

Under a tiens 
Felle Policy
covers accident, ex-

Actident
PolitiesFIREMAN’S FUND 

WESTCHESTER FIRE 
GLENS FALLS

Prevent financial
dram when you are 
laid by through in­
jury, and benefit 
your family in event 
of death.

plosion, collision. BIG LOSS! Have You Seen the Ruins?
YOU May Be the Next Insure With

giving yon fullest
measure of protec­
tion.

MBtASOflABU rates RATH ARC LOW Fire Insurance1^

Company 
in the World

The Largest 
and

StrongestIPHBpK
Their policies are safe, round, absolutely reliable, covering the ground inly and completely.
Every claim is thoroughly investigated and every just demand promptly paid.

INVESTIGATE

WILIIAM THOMSON & CO, Agents - St John, N.B. | CLAIMS PAID, ovrw »313,000,000

MACHUM & FOSTER, Agents,
■
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FIRE! FIRE!! FIRE!!!
«a INSURE WITH

Lockhart & Ritchie
114 Prince William Street

BEFORE, Not After, the EIRE

FIRE PROTECTION
CHEMICAL APPARATUS

Chemical Engines — all sizes. Combination Hose Chemical 
Engines. Chemical Hand Apparatus. Cbenucal Hose. 
Chemical Engines for Warthotuet and Public Buildings, 
School Buildings, etc., fitted complete with Fire Appliances, 
including Stand Pipe Hose, Fire Escapes. Ladders of aO kinds, 
including Extension.

Aso FIRE MOSt and APPLIANCES 
of kinds, fitted ready to attach

49 DOCK STREET, 
ST. JOHN, N. B.ESTEY & CO.,

Royal
IRA
^P.
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