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WILL OPEN IN APRIL.

The Home for Incugables Being Speedily Fitted Out for

~

Occupancy.

Dr. Silas Alward, solizitor to the estate
of the Iate Wallace W.. Turnbull and one
of the trustees of the Home tor Incurable
told Procress this week that the Board of
Management of the new hospital expected
to have twenty beds in readiness for oc-
cupants by April ficst. At present a large
number of workmen sre refitting tte big
brick buildiog, which is situated in that
pleasant plot ot land on Wentworth street,
betweeen Si James and Brittain streetr.

The story of the late Mr. Turnbull’s |

bumanee act in donating ome bun-
dred thousand dollars of his bard-earned
wealth for the bencfit of St. Jobn’s incur-
able sufferers, isflong since old, but loses
none of its sppreeigtion in the hearts of the
people at large. The Dominion Govern-
ment was only too willing to bave the old
Marine Hospitsl, which proved s failure,
devoted to the good use Mr. Turnbull
suggested and readily handed it over to
to the bencficence of the late Ward strcet
merchant.

For three months plumbers have bsen
refitting the water system, bath rooms and
heating apparatus. Henry Dunbrack is
the contractor. Old register grates have
been replaced by large snd cheerful old
fashioned fire-places and in pumerous
‘ways, the carpenters, masons and other
workmen are doing away with as much as
possible of the hospital sppearance ot the
building snd adding more homelike com-
forts. The building’s exterior is to be re-
paired also, altbough 8 bandsomer public
structure does not stand in St. John today.

Mr. Turnbull's bequest was received
with great gratification by St John people:
as for yeati the need of sn~asylumn for
pemanently indigent and lite long suffering
people bad been sorely felt. Families not
blessed with an over abundance of the
geslm’s currency will appreciate the
beneficence of Mr. Turnbull when they
find they have a bright and airy house for
their loved ones to spend their remaining
few weeks, months or years in peace and
comfort with all the aids of modern science
and that-they will be freed from the heavy
expense of maintaining them in humble
circumstances.

There is hardly & 8t. John resident un
acquainted with the situation of the Mar-
ine Hoepital between St. James and Brit-
tain streets, ironting on Wentworth street
and with its large ga:den area occupying
nearly a whole block, The fence enclos-
ing the structure and its grounds has
been torn dcown snd  within  its
bounds the g d snd foliege im-
presses upon the visitor the fact of the hos-
pital's exceptionally pleasant situation. A
ProGRESS representative was shown
through the big institution by Mrs. Barnes
wife of ex-superintendent Barnes, who with
his family still occupy the superintendent’s

suite of rooms on the second floor.

From the outside the large brick struc.
ture presents a commanding position, &
fitting compsnion for Wiggins Male

') Orpban Asylum in the very near vicinity.
Tts architecture is pleasing to the eye and
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the same as underneath, with the addition
of linen room. morgue and some smailer
spartments. The big ward on this flcor
however is even more plesssnt than the
one below, as the folisge of tte trees with

out clusters about the windows, quite re-
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freshing no douht to a housed invalid. A
full view of Courtney Bay and far into the
Bay of Fundy is also cffered from this
upper apsrtment and the fresh air supply
is constant and plenteous. At present a
Jot of old iron bedsteads with ruined mat
resses sre lying about it but these are
soon {0 be hurried away to the juok shop.

The superintendent’s living quarters,
which are situated about the main staircase
gallery and the secoad floor are furnished
and in an excellent state of preservation.
Views can be obtainéd of all parts of the

exterior masonry substantial looking. A | city from the windows and it would be hard

large staircase of stone leads to the main

to find & home in the city equaling it in

entrance where upon entering is 8 roomy | brightness and sunshine. Dumb wasiters run

ball with massive stairway leading from

proaches to ks reception room, com-
mittee room, men’s dining room, surgery

with vault, medicine chests etc. In (it a
rear hall, running crosswise in the buila-
\r" ing, are situated nuree’s apartments and a
7 big’ward over 60 x 30 feet and ventilated
in a very cfficient manuer. Fourteen large

from the cellir to the third story, but a

 the centreofit;, From this hall are ap- | hydraulic elevator hes always been aneces-

sity.

y'.l‘he third story is merely a g:llery round
about the staircase and directly under the
40 feet equare glass dome—a spot indeed
warranted to heighten tbe spirits of the
least encouraged sick person. Doors from
this gallery lead to the roof, on which "are

windows allow the room to be flooded with accommodations for patients. The view
sunlight, and with repsirs and renovation | from this vantage point is unexcelled

will be Mu ideal spartment for the

sick. :

A large and many-roomed cellar con-
tains two pantries, 8 reirigerator room,
wash room, kitchen with big ranges etc.

bath room, heating apparatus, and cosl
epace for vinety tons. The heating sp-

In all the Marine Hospital contains
twenty-four large spartments, not includ-
ing the hslls and basement rooms and is
eminently fitted for s home for incurables.
1t belongs to the federal suthorities and
has necessitated conriderable outlay for re-
pairs and modernizing before it is ready to

tus sfter gix years of disuse and ten | re-occupy 88 & home for the sick. The
of constant working prior to the | landjon which it stand> has been tradition-
" abolishing of the hospital, was no longer fit | ally banded down {rom generation to gen-

for work and was gondemned,but new snd

eration as a eailor’s reserve. In 1882 the

. _modern furnsces’ bave been put in. The | late James Snllivn‘md work in erec’
ranges in the kitchen are also good for | ting|the bospitsl and'in 1888 it was finish-

/. mothing but old iron,
(' On the second  floor from the ground the plumbing. The total cost of thestruo-
uhwdﬂdhmmm about | ture was $65,000. .

ed by Contractor. Tillcy. Jas. Doody did

Four people were employed to conduct
the institution as far as the sick were con-
cerned but at no time were there more than
twenty-six patients in the wards, although
there were accomodations for a great many
more. Alter running ten yesrs, until
1893 the marine retreat was closed as an
economic move by the Conservative gov-
ernment and has been out of use and
speedily going to ruin up to few months
ago when the Tarnbull trustees started re-
peiriog it for the new home.

Mr. Turnbull before he cied, specially
requested that the home be not named
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JOSEPH H. CHOATE,
The United States’ Ambassador to Qreat Brltain.

after him, simply, the St. John Home for
Incurables. Applications for ‘residence in
the institution have been received by
the Trustees ever since it was first known
that Mr. Turnbull had made the endow-
ment, and whenever its doors are thrown
open, the available beds will no doubt be
readily taken posscesion of. Dr. Alward
states that several persons in and outside
the city have signified their intention of
presenting the home with beds and main-
taining them.
Bett Exercfse of A'l

Walking, as a form of exercise, is grow-
ing in favor. Ot all forma it gives perbaps
the best results with the least interfererce
with mental activity. Exercise that builds
up large bunches of muscle, for which brain
workers bave mo use, iin time, largely
wasted. And so the best and cheapest
form of exercise, walking is coming into
favor. And no one can hege off from it on
any ples except pbysical l¢ziness. Witha
cheerful habit of mind, cultivated in con-
cection with walking, there is within every
ene’s reach the best sort of exercite to
keep the whole system in best condition,

i e
Some Hope For Him.

The other day two negro roustabouts
were overbeard talking. They met on the
levee, after ove had been absent from
town for several weeks.

«Hello, Bill; bow is yer ?* said the first.

«“Well,” was the reply, “‘de doctors is
give me up, but de police ain't.”

RGBS SRR

Artist—My next picture at the Acad-
emy will be entitied *Driven to Drink:'

His Friend—Ah, some powerful por-
trayal of b filed- passion, I suppose § .

Artist— Oh, no;it's a cab approaching

a water {rough. ;

The Ups and Downs of the
Mild

A ]

L o 4

«Just like spriog,” was the universsl
weather remark on Tuesdsy last, when only
a few deys before the populace was hurry-
ing about the streets with' hands to their
ears and necks drawn as far down into their
upturned collars as possible. Truly the

‘
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mercury bas been kept on the move
Raining in the morring, clearing up after
supper, growing colder towards midnight
and frosting the window pares before
dawn. This seems to be tke meterologica
programme for the winter of 1899 1900, so

far.

Old residents say give us back the win-
ters of a generation or two sgo witk their
ten-foot high snowbanks and cteery fire-
places, and even the youths and maideng
of the hour tigh for those joyous smowy
months of only s few years back when
«Mother Csrey’ seemed to ‘‘pluck ber
chickens” with more frcquency and when
her ‘‘chickens” seemed to have more
«fcathers” to pluck than they now sppar-
ently posscss. What, with fog-enveloped
streets in the depth of January, veriiable
epring like rainstorms, wheeled vebicles
noising about and burdensome clothing,
the winter now upon us is threatening St.
John with the surrender of her right asa
truly characteristic Canadian city.

Layiog aside the question of general
gratitication at «gteady” weather, the ill

flects of the ¢l ts, bave been
felt by more than one branch of trade and
in a physical way by the people at large.
Physicians report increased ilicess, more so
than for mapy winters past. In,fact per-
haps the only fact in which real gratification
can be taken is that the mild sesson bas
been a blessing to the poorly clad, the
paorly fed and the poorly housed. Chairi-
tably disposed persons will no doubt con-
sider this and let 1t outweigh sny slight
inconvenience they might have experienced
by the weather’s pranks.

But not being out of the’ woods yet it is
bardly judicious to start in crowing. Jan-
uary has yot s few days to spend and Feb
uary and Mhngothmhd in their
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Mercury and the Exceptional
ness.

L ettt
! THIS REMARKABLE WINTER. :
;

reports. However for the sake of being
exact and statistical the following table of
cold and beat, rain and scow since Decem-
ber 15 h last to Tuesday of this week _is
given and PROGRESS readers may see for
themselves what & queer winter we've
bad.—

Rain or
Higbest. Lowest, Snow.
............ 47 26 J2 ram
25 4
. 23 9
. 8 33 J11 snow
. 48 34 &7 snow
. 88 26
. 27 24
9 2
23 20
26 18
41 25 4 rain
30 26
24 14
25 13 6.30 snow
26 19 8§ snow
18 11
10 3 8 34 enow
pit *8 104 snow
16 1n 2 snow
1I 6
13 2
37 9
34 19 snow
39 12
39 ® 34 sncw
14 2
38 14 rain
ose 20 [
. 87 18 .62 rainsnd
snow
2¢ 18
28 21 snow
31 18
36 22 snow
2 1
M e ¥
41 33 SDOW
47 26 snow, in.
47 13 59 rain
33 0

SBelow Zero.
Lust winter the mercury shruck as far as 6,7, 8
and ten below zero during Javuary ard was more
than half the time hovering just beneath or above-
the chilly cipher. The above readings are taken
from the Waterworks imstruments on Leinster
street, which are more or less in a sheltered spot.

Tempora Mutantur.

A recent letter extolling the new reforms
in Cuba under American rule psys this re-
gretful tribute to the past:

‘But we have done awsy with many
things that tke Cubans lcve, which we
think useless cr wreng. The daily gusrd-
mountings of the voluntcers, (Spavish
volunteers I mean), which used to take
place with band and martial trappings, bas
been given up. We bave forbidden people
to appesr on the streets inthe useful un-
dersbirt ’ Wae require them now to wear
the *Boiled shirt,’ which does duty now un-
til the Health Bosrd requin s it to be re-
boiled. The voice of the merry vender of
lottery tickets is no longer heard in the
lend, and you no longer see and hear six
feet of strapping humanity chantirg, ‘I
bave the grand prize, rumber ten thouse
snd, and so and o, won't youtuy a piece?
The old gendarme police has been changed
into a linen-suited Cuban all dignity and re-
volver, and, worst outrage of all against
one's wsthetic taste, we have compelled the
post-man to wear a ‘white wing’ bLelmet
instead of the once universal panama.’

Couldu’t Fool the Driver.

A clergyman, who made a study of an-
tiquities, was riding on the outside of a
coach in the West, when the driver said to
him:

‘I've bad a coin giv’ me to day 200 years
old. Did you ever see s coin 200 years
old P

‘Oh, yes; I have one myaself 2,000 years
old.

‘Ab !' said the driver ‘haveye P’ and
spvke no more during the rest of the
journey.

When the coach arrived at its destina-
tion the driver turned to the clergyman
with an intensely self-satisfied air, and
said:

*I told you as we druv’along that I had
a coin 200 years old.’

‘Yes.!

‘And you siid to me as you had one
2,000 years old.’

*Yes, 80 I bave.’

“That's not true.’

‘What do you mean by that

‘What de 1 mean P Why, it’s only 1900
now !

Mr. Pokus—There’s the only woman in
this town whose affairs ain’t gossiped
ahout at the Sewin’ Circle meetin's.

Mr. Citiman—How does she escape P
Mr. Pokus—By good management—sie
allers gits there ahead of any of the rest of
‘em.




