4 180

Mcancnger and Visitor
The Maritime Baptist Publishing Company, Ltd

Mc\c‘nnhnu nind Proprletora

4 on Pun ANKUM

THEMS | $i.50 ¥ PATD IN ABVANCH,

B MOV, BLAUVK HBIPOR
iy Chermiaia Biveel, By John, N B

Addisss all pommnnieations and wake all pay
ments oo the Musaunaui anh Visirow

Prinigd by PATHEREQON & €O, 105 and 107 Germain &

How the Spade ha: Helped the Pen

ln an inberesting avticle lately published in the
Hartford Seminary Reeord, Praf- L. B Paton sets
farth the results of labhors and studies in Aehaeology
during the nineteenth century. 1t ia indeed only
within the century just eloged that the exeavator
has.come effectively ta the aid of the historian in
the work of bringing te light the reeords of the past
At the beginning of the nineteenth century, '’ says
our anly knowledge af the his
tory aof the anciedt Orient was derived: from the

Professor Paton

Bible aud from the narratives of Greek historians
wha lived centuries after the evemts that they re
corded Hack of 500 B. C. little was known
about the ancient histery of®the world, and what
was supposed 1o be known has, in the light of mod
ern discovery, turned out to be in the main erron
eous

In the history of archacology the year 180z is
ever memorable as that in which, by the decipher
ing of the proper names upon the Rosetta Stone,
and also by the interpretativn of certain old Persian
inscriptions, keys were ohtained for the reading of
the Hgyptian hieroglyphics and for the interpreta
tion of the Sumerian, Babhylonian, and other cunei
form writings. But the mastery of the hierogly
phic and cuneiform characters, so as to insure ac
carate interpretation of them occupied Orientalist
scholars for many years, and in the mean time the
work of excavation had yielded a vast quantity of
inscriptions for decipherment. These came in part
through the work of Rich, Botta and Layard at
Babylon, Khorsabad and Nineveh. In 18354 there
was . unearthed the library of King Ashurbanapal
(the Sardanapalus of the Greek historians,) contain
ing thousands of clay tablets inseribed with records
of all kindg, —histories, letters, poems, mythological
and religious texts, ete.,-—all of great value as
throwing light upon the customs and religions of
the people of Babylonia and Assyria. Within the

last two decades of the century much other valuable

material has been brought to light by the explora
tions which have been carried an in ancient Baby
lonia by De Sarzec, Peters. Haynes, Hialprecht and
others, and contemporancously with these there

been discoveries of the highest importance in

have
Egypt, where many royal mummies of the ancient
dynasties —including the Pharaoh under whom the
oppression of the children of Israel began, and also
as some believe, the Pharaoh of the. exodus. In
Syria and Palestine, the work of excavation has
yielded results only less remarkable than those of
Egypt. Babylonia and Assyria.

Summing up the results of archaeological investi
gation during the century, Prof. Paton says

** We possess a chronology of the history of the ancient
Orient, which ir exact to within a few years, so far back
as the begi of the first dynasty of Babylon 234 8 C.
Before this we have a fairly complete hidtory of Baby-
lonia and of Fgypt with the approximate dates as far
back as 4000 8 ¢, Sufficient material is now extant to
write the bistory of Babylonia, Assyria, and Egypt from
mative sources. We are no longer dependent upon the
stories of the credulous Herodotus, but can prove the
falsity of much of his narrative by the witness of original
documents.  I'he ancient empires lve again before our
eyes.  Their history, their customs, and their religions
are as well known to usas nre those of the peoples of
modern  Furope Kingdoms such .88 those of
Lagash, Ur, Agade, Mitanni, the Hittites, whose
existence was formealy unknmown, are pow as
familiar to us as age the kingdoms of medieval Europe.
Khammurabi (Amraphel), the contemporary of Abram,
is better known thah many of the personages of classical
history, for we have not only his historical instriptions,
but also a long series of his letters, including one love-
letter, and a host of public and private documents of his
period. Of the state of Palestive two hundred years
before the Hebrews entered it we havea more exact con-
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eeption than we have of it at any perod of Ol Testa
went history.

Through tiese divcoveriss the Old Testament s be
eome & Hew book. The history of Tarmel uo longer sanite
aloie, bt ' seen wh an integenl part of the history of the
world, Tarasl's wigeation tn reeagnissd a8 & part of &
Ereater migration of the Armiein peoples, whose 1aln
Mages we are able 1o \ee We see (he contee of
eveRis Lhat wade the exodus and the conguest of Cannan
possible, We kuow the eivillaation of Cannan, and ean
aee [ what respeet it molded the thought of the Hebrew
immigrants,  We see how it wan possible tn the lnterval
Delween the desline of Babylonia and Rgypt and the rive
of Asayein for the Hebrew manarchy 10 be fonnded, and
We 04 1706 every atep of its decline before the advane
ing power of Asayria,  The propheis ate 1o longer uites
eis of glorlous generalities, We ean date thelr orelea
often i (e exagl year, add (el preciadly what politieal
sitwation in the Prieat ey had in view, Their worls
Wave thus beeome for we (ke living wessage of real

Wen P
Editerial Notea.

he watk of the Baptist College at Woedaloek, Ont.,
has heen unforiunately intervupted hy the presence of
soarlet fever, A \\en.mwh saye that on Friday there were
fourteen cases of the disease among the stadenta. and
that it had heen faund neceasary to close the institution
far & time. The College will he tharoughly disinfected
and will remain elosed at least watil April 1oth

The Women's Barnyard Ausiliary Soclety of Texas,
is wn institution of the negro women of that Blate. The
name way wot be as suggestive of eulture and refinewent
a8 those of some other sogieties, But it is guite possthle
tha! the 2 500 colared sisters who are wnited under the
anapices of the W. B. A, 8. for (e prowotion of pig and
chicken raising and the making of butter and cheese are
doing quite a8 mueh for the prowotion of social and
woral welfare as mauy of those who are operating under
maore aesthetic deaignations

President Trotter's letter in reference to the work of
grace now in progress at Wolfville and iu which the
institutions are sharing so largely, will be read by many
with great interest. A despatoh from Dr. Trotter on
Monday brings the very gratifying intelligence that on
Sunday ** Pastor Hateh baptized twenly young wmen
from the college and Academy, the first fruits of the
harvest.'' Many of our readers will gladly respond to
President Trotter's request for prayer that the good work
may go forward with increasing power. Huoh a begin
ning of the century ia full of gracious promise

Alluding to an address recently delivered by Fresl
dent Hadley, of Vale University, at the Old South
Church, Boston, the Watchwman says that it effectively
coutrasted the high standard of personal conduct that
prevails in this country with the low standard of com
mercial and political morality. He held that the pub
lic consclence must be profoundly stirred, if we are to
escape the evils inherent in truste and in deteriorated
poiitics, The public sentiment we need is not merely
the oplvion of any particular part of the whole people;
but « readiness to accept in behalf of the community
restrictions independent of the question ‘whether you or
I shall be personally harmed by the restrictions, He
declared that we shall have an Emperor in Washington
within twenty-five years, unless we can create a public
sentiment, whick, regardless of legislation, will regulate
the trusts.” ¢

Some of our Canadian members of Parliament have~

by the length of their speeches established a record
which, if not enviable, is at least hard to beat. And
yet in the talking race the American Congressman ap-
pears to be ahead of the Canadian M. P. by many laps.
Senator Carter of Montana lately made a speech in Con-
gress which, by its length, if not etherwise, suggests the
fall of Lucifer,—oniy the Montana Senator, instead of
spraking * from morn till noon, from noon till dewy
eve,” spoke frem midnight until noon of the next day.
Hven this performance was wholly eclipsed by Senator
Morgan, who occupied three days in a discussion of the
Nicaraguan Canal question, in. course of which he pre-
dicted the utter downfall and destruction of the British
Empire if Lord Salisbury does not mind his p’s and q's.
Evidently when it comes to talk, the United States
Senators can ‘* beat the Universe,” and our Canadian
talkers are nowhere in comparison.

—Since our reference, a few weeks ago, to the Hon.
Dr. Parker's retirement from public life, the subject has
come formally before the Legislative Council of Nova
Scotin and has called forth remarks of & highly—and
doubtless a most sincerely—appreciative character from
a number of honorable gentlemen who have esteemed it
an honor to be associated with Dr. Parker for a longer
or a shorter period in the Legislature of the Province.
Our correspondent ‘'Reporter,”’ quotes from the speech
of Hon. Mr. Armstrong, delivered on the occasion. Re-
marks of an equally eulogistic character were made by
Hon. Messrs. Owen, Goudge, Pipes and Mack. We
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hnow well that the rewan! whieh De Parbes has sought
s ot that of public ewlngy. Hie wtives Por service
have ever heen deeper and more Christian than the de
slre for prales, AL the same time 1 sannet but be ploas
fag te Bl to know that his offorts to serve the pablie
wenl are s generously revugniied hy the men whe have
wionght with Bim, and still more 0 '8 Ruow that the
sentiments which these honarable gentlemen have slo
quenily sxprossed Aud o hearly. aimative reaponie T
e hearte of mon of hoth politionl parties il over the
Provinee

The vigorous efforis whieh the temperanes peaple ol
New Cllangow-are putting forth for the supprossion of the
{tiegal Viquer teafie tu thelr town (o which Pastor Ruetn
hrooks gives same aveonit in another calumn ), is one for
which the readers of thin paper generally will feel miueh
aympathy,  With a strong, constant and active publie
sentiment in faver of the enforcement of the law, the
Boatt Aet ia eapable of reducing the Hguor husiness in a
community 1o very swall dimensions, The greal tronble
had heen in wost of our tawns that the publie feeling in
faver of the enforeement of the 1aw haa not been wain
tained at that degree of activity and positiveness which ia
necesaary 10 suceess.  Aud #0 1t has come to pass that in
this town and in (hat where, ag A resnlt of the revival in
tewmperance sentiment, the bare had been closed, ene
hears it veparted a litile later on that the liguor aellera
are having #t all their own way again, What in wanted
ia some power 1o keep the tewmperance sentiment of &
community keyed to sueh a pitoh that it will be easier
for the afficers to enforce the law against the evil traffic
than to refrain frow doing so. The temperance people
of New Qlasgow have in the past, we believe, made
good fight for the eufarcement of the law, and we hope
that they will now be ahle to give a valuable abject lesson
to other towns by showing what can be done under the
Scott Aot, with an inapector who ia fully determined to
do his duty and a peaple who are equally determined to
stand by him,

The question of how best to deal with the evile of
the liguor traffic is at present quite atrongly engaging
the attention of the people of Halifax. The City Coun-
cll is proposing certain « d ta to the pr t
ticense law, One of the amendments provides that the
granting of licenses shall be in the hands of a commis-
slon instead of the City Council, Just what other
changes are contemplated we have not seen stated, It
seems to be pretty generally the opinion of the Temper-
ance people of Halifax that the present law would be
satisfactory as a repressive measure if it were enforced.
That it is not enforced appears also to be admitted on all
hande. Some call for ite amendment on the ground that
the law is not enforceable because thete is no effective
publi¢ sentiment in favor of it, while others hold that,
with officlale who were determined to do their duty, thelaw
would not be the dead letter that it is now acknowledged
to be, The Presbyterian Witness says : ** It seems a great
pity that the proposed emendations had not been men-
tioned in time for ideration and di jon in the
city and throughout the country. It will not do to make
sudden leaps in the dark. The interests of the country
as well as the city are at stake. It is now frankly con
ceded that no serious attempt has been made to enforce
the existing law.  Now suppose we give the law a fair
trial before condemning it ? **

Oune of our pastors has called our sttention to the
following account of the baptism of the man who Is now
President of the United States. Ii appearrd in & recent
issue of ' The Ram's Horn' and we presame that #t i
true ; ** Rev. A. D, Morton, & venerable looking and
retired minister now living in Canton, ©O. was the one
who baptized the president snd received him into the
church of which he Is now & member. Speaking of
those early experiences to an interviewer, he sald | ' Ves
I recelved Willlam McKinley into the church and
baptized him. That was at Poland, Mahoning county
in 1856, when McKinley was s boy 14 years of age
McKinley's father had moved to that place, I think, to
get the benefit of the school there. At one
of the meetings held durlng the second year | was at
Poland William McKinley arose in his place and declar
ed his determination to be a Christian, stating that there
would be no going back as long as God spared his lfe,
He professed comversion at that time. McKinley had
never been baptized and when the question of his
baptism came up, before he was taken into full member-
ship with the church, it was discovered that he had
imbibed the idea that the only true mode of baptism was
by immersion. His mother, being a Methodist, favored
sprinkling, and she tried to persuade her son to give up
the idea of i i But arg were of no avail,
s0 one Sunday in the following summer, -in company
with & nmumber of others, McKinley repaired to the
borders of the stream near Poland and I immersed him.’
Mr. Morton was an active minister in the Erie confer-
ence of the Methodist church for thirty years, but, owing
to i1l health, superannuated in 1881. During the war of
the rebellion he was chaplain of 105th Ohio regiment
volunteer infantry.” §
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