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that the party nhad been ten days over-
due when I left Flaxman Island, and
that I believed Captain Mikkelsen, Mr.
LeMngwell, and Mr. Storkerson to be
lost. It was this story which he took
up the Mackenzie river, and which was
telegraphed to the four corners of the
sarth in September, 1807. On our re-
turn to the ship, May 15th, Mr. Hickey
and I found the ick party back two
days ahead of us, and met Mr. Leffing-
well some miles from the island, al-
ready on his way to the mountains and
his summer work in geology.

Geological work, as such, is not spec-
tacular; a straightforward account of
it is of little interest to the non-profes-
sional reader. Mr. Leffingwell’s inves-
tigations, therefore, though of consider-
able scientific importance, do not lend
themselves to exposition that shall be
free from technicalities and intricate
detail,

Perhaps the most striking geological
faet of the north shore of Alaska — to
the lay mind at least—Is the fact that
many, if not all, of the islands that lie
ina chain from the mouth of the Col-
ville eastward to Camden Bay are isl-
ands of ice rather than of earth. Flax-
man Island is typical of these. Its ele-
vation above sea-level is, on the aver-
age; perhaps not over ten or twelve
feet; its surface layer, In places not
meore than a foot or two thick, is sandy
soil ‘with occaslonal boulders of various
kinds of rock, the largest of them
weighing a few thousand pounds. Un-
der this thin surface layer is a thick-
er one of pure ice, fresh to the taste,
transparent in color, but containing o2~
casional smal] fragments of rock. Holes
dug on the island sh(rw the ice layer to
be four to eight feet in thickness, and
outeroppings along the shore show a
similar condition. It seems likely this
ice may be the remains of an ancient
glacier that once covered the slope of
the mountains which now face the
Arctic from about twenty miles inland.
A similar ice formation to that found
by Mr, Leffingwel] on Flaxman Island
has been seen by the writer on a pro-
monotory of the mainland east of the
mouth of the Colville. The thawing of
this ice outcrop is one of the -<chief
causes for the very rapid breaking up
that is now in progress among the isl-
ands of this portion of the coast. -

Mr, Leflingwell's summer work was |
until about July 20th, 4n the mountains
south of Barter Island, Here he found
gald, among other things, though not in
“paying quantities.”” His intention was
to spend the latter part of the summer
in investigations among the mountains
farther west, but he had te come to the’
coast in July for the purpose of getting
his mail on board the outgoing whalers
in August. - His present intention is to"
spend the current year and perhaps the.
next in further geological investiga~
tions.

After Mr. Leffingwell’s departure for
the mountains in May, the spring pass-
ed uneventfully for those on the island,
Captain Mikkelgen was busy writing,
reports of the year's work, Dr. Howe
went on one or two short hunting ex-
cursions after caribou and geese, I oc-
cupied myself in digging up some an-
cient house ruins on the island, and
Mate Storkerson looked after prépara-
tions for the coming winter. ‘Perhaps
the ‘most -important ‘of these -was' the
building of an ice house by digging &
cave into the solid ice of the island.
This sort of ice house iz a - freezing
plant in itself, for at the depth of a few
feet ‘the temperature below ground is
several degrees below ' freezing both
winter and summer, though the night~
tess days may be uncomfortably warm
for those in the sunlight. An ice house
of this sort will keep meat fresh for
generations; the one in question con-
tained in July some thirty deer, several
hundred geese, ducks, and ptarmigan,
and a few other items., They could be
left there in safety till the ocean chews
the island down. ;

The wreck of the ship necessitated a
complete readjustment of plans. Cap-
tain Mikkelgsen and Mr. Lefingwell in-
tended to carry forward their ice ex-
ploration, surveying, and geological
work, and I expected to continue my
ethnological studies along the coast to-
werd Cape Bathurst; but there was no
further need for the services of the
ship’s crew, as Eskimo help is more
convenient and léss expensive, Mr.
Storkerson intended to stay and assist
Captain Mikkelsen in his ice work, in
which Mr. Leffingwell designed to take
no further active part; but so far as
Dr. Howe and the crew were concern-
ed, the problem for them was how most
quiekly and easily to get south. Most
of them were willing and some a trifle
eagor to get out of the arctic, and it.
was therefore ; determined that they
should start, as early as ice and other
cireumstances allowed; for Point Bar-
row, to meet there the United States
revenue -cutter Thetis, which, it was
expected, would carry them to Nome or
San Francisco. This would enable them
to get out a month seoner than if they
waited for the outgoing whaler Nor-
whal, due to pass Flaxman Island the
first days of September, Accordingly,
the start westward was made July 6th.
There were two boats—an Eskimo skin-
canoe, carrying its owner (Sakhawan-
na), Captain Mikkelsen, Dr. Howe, and
myself; the other was a ship’s boat,
with Mate Storkerson and the crew. It

wag intended that I be left behind
among the Eskimo of the Colyille delta,
while the rest of the party continued
to Point Barrow, from which place
Captain Mikkelsen and Mr. Storkerson
intended taking passage with an incom-
ing whaler for Herschel Island. My in-
tention was to do whatever seemed
most feasible as time went on—remain
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with the Eskimo till winter, take a
passing whaler for Herschel Island, or
get some Eskimo to take me in his boat
either to Point Barrow or back to Flax-
man Island. Unforseen circumstances,

however, changed the plans of all of
us,

Our westward journey proved both
difficult and unfortunate. The whole
spring we had had steady easterly
winds; the day after we started, the
wind became westerly, and continued
so for a week. It was, therefore, al-
ternately rowing against a breeze or
towing the boats along the beach
against a  moderate gale, neither of
‘Which is a pleasant or an easy under-
taking. Occasionally we had calms
with heavy fogs; at such times we usu-
ally got tangled in the mud-flats of
some river delta, often stranding in six
inches of water miles from the nearest
shore. This was unpleasant travelling
and not very safe, for few places are
more dangerous than delta flats in a
sudden squall, with breakers tumbling
in from the open sea.

At the end of a week we got to the
Colville river. Provisions were running
short, for the trip was taking three
times as long as anticipated. A change
had  accordingly to be made In our
plans—Mate Storkerson and Sakhaw-
anna would stay behind with me, while
Captain Mikkelsen, Dr. Howe, and the
crew pushed on in the skin boat to
Point Barrow. The Barrow party were
to take about al] the provision, leaving
us to shift for ourselves—a thing we
were easily able to do, for fish and
water-fow] were abundant and Eskimos
Sure to. be found somewhere in the
neighborhood. But here an - untoward
accident broke up these fresh plans of
ours.

It was on the morning of July 19th,
and we were helping the west-bound
party load their skin boat preparatory
to ' continuing their journey, when
Storkerson picked up a rifle to lay it
aside. The gun was a ‘hammerless”
one, in an ordinary canvas case, and
had been left cocked by Storkerson
himself an hour before. As he was
about -to lay it down it went off, and
the bullet passed through his foot.
Proper ‘and- immediate surgical care
Was. necessary, of course, but though
Dr. Howe was with us, most of his im-
plements and drugs had -been left be-
hind at Flaxman Island for the benefit
of those members of the expedition who
were 1o remain . there another year.
Captain Mikkelsen immediately deter-
mined to give up the Point Barrow trip,
and. within half an hour he, Dr, Howe,
Thuesen, and the wounded man were on
their way east, while I had the unex-
Jpected accession of two able men—Wil-
lam Hickey and Max Fiedler—to help
‘me dig up old ruins along the coast.
Furthermore, we now had a week's
supply of provisions, for the homeward-
bound party expected to reach Flaxman
island inside of two days (and did so),
and were therefore able to leave most
of their supplies with us.

Our interesting stay on the Jones
Islands, near Colville, belongs rather to
my own side of the venture than to the
experiences of the main expedition, and
need not, therefore, be dwelt on here.
The spring of 1897 was the earliest in
the known history of the Arclic east of
Point Barrow, and ‘now the first ‘east-
going whaler arrived “a week ahead of
time.” Ordinarily the ships that winter
at Hersche]l Island cannot leave the
harbor before the end of the first week
in July, and the incoming ships seldom
get to the island from Point Barrow be-
fore the end of the first week in Aug-
ust. This year the whaler Norwhal left
her \anchorage at Herschel June 29th,
and could have left it a week sooner;
the first incoming whaler, the Belve~
dere, commanded by our old friend Cap-
tain James Cottle, beat the record a
g:; by arriving off the harbor July

th,

The Belvedere appeared off the Jones
islands about 3 a. m., July 27th, and it
was with some difficulty we attracted
her attention, rowing out to her in our
skin boat through a fleet of ice-cakes
heaving on a great swell. When we
boarded the ship we were welecomed not
only by the captain and officers, some
of whom we already knew, but by Mrs.
Cottle, who was making the Arctic
cruise with her husband. From them
we got much news of the outside world,
though they forget to tell us of the
Jamaica earthquake, which had taken
place six months previous, and I learn-
ed of it only when I got to the Yukon
river more than a month later. There
would have been a certain fitness in
learning of this great catastrophe from
Captain Cottle, for I had brought him
and the other ice-bound whalers the
first news of the San Francisco earth-
quake in August, 1906,

In passing Flaxman Island, July 27th,
the Belvedere put Mr. Fiedler and Sak-
hawanna ashore, while Mr. Hickey con-
tinued with me to Herschel Island, and
we immediately commenced excavating
some old burial sites at that place,
about eight miles from the whaler's
harbor.. A few days later Captain Mik-
kelsen arrived at Herschel with Captain
Porter on the whaler Beluga. At about
the same time Inspector Jarvis of the
Royal Northwest Mounted Police, ar-
rived from Fort Macpherson on the
Peel river, bringing the disturbing news
that a dispatch telling of the death of
Captain Mekkelsen, Mr. Lefiingwell and
Mr. Storkerson had been sent up the
Mackenzie river with the Hudson's Bay
Company’s trading party, which had
left Macpherson July 22nd, and was due
at the first telegraph station—Athabas-
ca Landing, Alberta—the first week in
September. This news troubled Cap-
tain Mikkelsen greatly, on account of
his own relatives and friends, and also
on account of those of Mr. Lefingwell
and Mr, Storkerson, He felt that the
news had to be contradicted at any
cost; and as he could not possibly leave
the north, and because I am to some
extent used to overland travel, I volun-
teered to carry out dispatches, telling
him I believed myself able to reach the
Yukon by the end of the first week in
September. I left Herschel Island the
evening of August 6th, and reached the
Yukon September 3rd, three days, as it
proved, before the dispatch in question
was wired from Athabasca Landing, It
was on account of the stranding for
three days of the up-Yukon steamer
Hannah, which I boarded at Fork Yu-
kon the morning of September 4th, that
I failed to anticipate this message by
one from Eagle City, the first govern-
ment telegraph post in Alaska. As it
was, my message to the American Geo-
graphical Society and to Harper's Mag-
azine arrived only a day and a half
later than the one it was to contradict.

The scientific work of the Anglo-Am-
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erican expedition ‘is not completed,

though it has, up to the present. been
as successful, in its most important
branches, as either its members or sup-
porters expected. Mr. Leffingwell has
announced his intention to confine his
own efforts to the field of geological in-
vestigation, and will not take part in
further ice exploration. An ice trip is
planned for next winter by Captain
Mikkelsen, this time going north some
two hundred miles farther east, or ap-
proximately along the 141st meridian
—the meridian separating Alaska from
Arctic Canada. In the following year
(¢pring of 1909) it is hig announced in-
tention to make a third trip into the
Beaufort Sea from the southwest cor-
ner of Banks Land to Hersche] Island.
My own intention is to go back north
in May, 1908, to continue my ethnolo-
gica] work among the Esquimox. Dr.
Howe, Mr. Storkerson, and the crew
have finished their Arctic work for the
present; they arrived in San Francisco
early in October aboard the steam-
‘vhaler Norwhal, commanded by Cap-
tain G. B. Leavitt, of Portland, Maine,
who had picked the mup at Flaxman
Island as he passed it outward bound
at the end of the Arctic whaling sea-
son, the first week in September. Cap-
tain Mikkelsen and Mr. Lefiingwell are
therefore, spending the winter alone at
Flaxman Island.

ON CHILLIWACK RUN.

Steamer Hamlin to Ply Out of Van-
couver.

New Westminster, Feb. 14, — The
steamer Hamlin, which will likely be
placed on a run between Chilliwack
and Vancouver, with New Westmin-
ster as an important centre on the run,
is almost ready for commission, after
undergoing extensive repairs.

The Hamlin was operated on the
same run several years ago by Captain
Bonser, but owing to lack of finances
she was withdrawn after a few
months. '

ERA OF CRIME.

New Westminster, Feb. 13, — The
provincial jail in thig city has be-
come so crowded that a large number
of the prisoners have had to be re-
moved to Victoria. It is the only pro-
vincial prison on the lower mainland,
and it is likely that it will be enlarged

soon, or another built, probably near
Vancouver,

EXEMPTION OF
RAILWAY LINES

(Continued from Friday.)

He ventured to say if members of
the House went back to their constit-
uents with a proposition of this kind,
to take away the control which the
people have had in the past over the
public funds, and vest it in the Lieut.»
Governor in Council, they would not
be returned to the House, He appealed
to members on both sidés of the House
to 'constdé¥ seriofisly| the step which
was now about to be taken, and be=
fore it was too late to lay dow the
principle that in so far as their notes
were concérned, they would always
follow in the footsteps of their great

| predecessors in the old land, who had

ever jealously guarded the public treas-
ury, and had held that it should not be
entered except by the vote of the peo-
ple themselves. Whilst it might be ad-
visable to grant exemptions to some of
the. smaller and weaker railways which
were projected in the province, he
thought each particular case should
stand upon its own merits, and that
such an exemption, if granted at all,
should be granted only upon application
to the legislature. As to the provision
with respect to aliens, adopted by the
government, this had been found to be
unconstitutional, and the action of the
government meant that the railway
companies would get the benefits of
the exemption without being bound by
that condition. The question, to his
mind, was whether they were going to
subsidize a railway company which was
going to employ Asiatics or not.

Hon. Mr. McBride suggested that if
the agreements contemplated by the
government proved unsatisfactory from
the labor point of view, parliament
would have an opportunity of finding a
remedy when they were reported.

J, A. Macdonald: “Do I understand
that the premier calculateg that the
House would not sanction the agree-
mentg it has made?”

Hon. Mr. McBride said the agree-
ments were promised on the strength
of legislation of this kind being secur-
ed from the House. He thought par-
liament would have the meang of safe-
guarding the interests of the people
in the- provision which compelled the
government to submit the agreement
and exemptiong to the legislature with-
in fifteen days after the opening of the
next ensuing session. The only rail-
ways in view, he said, were the Al-
berni extension, the V., V. & E,, and the
Kootenay Central, making in all about
400 miles, and under certain conditions
the main line of the Grand Trunk Pa-
cifiec system. At a taxation of $90 per
mile this would come to something like
$36,000 a year, or for ten years, $360,000.
This covered the railroads alone, and

would not have to do with other busi- |

ness which the railways would create.

J. A. Macdonald: “Does my hon.
friend suggest that $90 per mile does
not include all the rolling stock and
other property of the railwa)y compan-
ies?”

Hon. Mr. McBride: “I agree that the
exemption must cover the definition of
the act. But there are other proposi-
tions which are incidenta] to the busi-
ness of these railways, such as hotels,
steamers and other parts of their equip-
ment that do not fall within the four
corners of the act,”” He claimed that
these railway companies had strong
claims for a renewal of their subsidles,
and said that it took an emphatic de-
claration of policy on the part of the
government before they could be
brought to see that they would not be
given these subsidies. The tax exemp-
tion was made as an alternative pro-
posal by the government. He claimed
it was a businesslike transaction which
the government asked the House to en-
dorse.

J. A. Macdonald: “How ig it that
these railways, the Grand Trunk Pa-
cific, the V., V. & E., the Kootenay
Central and the E. & N. extension, can-
not come to this legislature at this ses-

siorn or any other session, and present
their claims, and have the representa-
tives of the people deal with them? Is
there any reason why they should not
come here?”

Hon. Mr. McBride: “You would, of
course, support them, would you not?”

J. A. Macdonald: *I would want to
hear their story.”

Hon., Mr. McBride: “Do I under-
stand that my hon. friend doeg not
agree that these concessions are wise?”

J. A. Macdonald: “I say that some
concession might be wise in certain
cases; but those who are asking for
concessions should come to the legis-
lature and make out their case here,
just as they do when they ask for sub-
sidles. Let the representatives of the
people deal with them on their merits.”

Hon, Mr. McBride: “They have come
to the House, but they have come
through the agency of the government
which is responsible to the legislature.
That is equivalent to coming here
themselves.” )y

J. A. Macdonald: ‘“Why should they
not come to this legislature as they are
bound to come in the Dominion itself,
in the House of Commons in England,
and in all parliaments, and ask their
money concessions from parliament,
and not from the government?”

Hon, Mr, McBride: “They are asking
these concessions from parliament, but
through the agency of the government.”
It was a well established principle, he
said, for municipalities to give exemp-
tion from taxation in order to encour-
age railway or other enterprise, and
this was the object of the present bill.

J. A. Macdonald: ‘“No municipal con-
cession can be made except on the vote
of the people.”

Mr. Hawthornthwaite recalled that
the premier had, when in opposition
four years ago, voted against the very
provision he was now introducing in
this bill, as to aliens, which was moved
by Smith Curtis in connection with the
Midway & Vernon railway. He agreed
with the member for Yale that this bill
gave the government power to exempt
any railway for the whole of their
lines, and thought the government was
taking a power which had never been
arrogated by any government before in
the history of the couniry. It was no
assurance against error that the agree-
ments must be brought down fifteen
days after the next ensuing session of
parliament. The damage would b€ done
then, and in the meantime the govern-
ment may have given away hundreds
of thousands of dollars. It was esti-
mated that the province contained 1,000
miles of railway at present. Figuring

*$90 a mile on this, it was $90,000, and for

ten years the amount would approxi-
mate one million dollars. He consider-
ed the government’s proposal ag an im-
possible proposition, and one which the
intelligence of parliament could not
support,

C. W. Munro said they were not ask-
ed to decide here ag to whether certain
railways should be exempt from taxa-
tion. They were asked to put a pro-
vision in the general laws of the pro-
vince which would enablé the govern-
ment to do something which it was, in
many ways, unwise to delegate te
them.” He did not wish fo assail the
character of the governmeént in saying
this. He objected to tib. principle of
the bill, At the same time he said it
was conceivable that guch powers
might be particularly dangerons in the
hands of a government susceptible to
influences and capable of motives
which had no regard for the good of
the province or the interests of the
people. It was a dangerous power, he
held, no matter what the political com-
plexion of the government or how ap-
parntly righteous their ‘purpose might
be in asking it.

Apart from this view ‘of the case he
objected ' to the bill in that it ear
marked a gradual relinguishment of
right on the part of the people’s repre-
sentatives. He hoped the House would
not relinquish that right. They were
told that parliament might find redress
for any wrong which might be done
under this bill, by subsequently voting
want of confidence in the government.
This was a poor assurance in the pub-
lice interest. It was not an easy thing
to secure a vote of want of confidence
in the government, and the House
would be faced with the necessity of
repudiating contracts in order to es-
cape from the action of the govern-
ment. He considered the bill unwar-
ranted, and said he could not give it
his support.

John Oliver recalled that in 1902,
when the then government proposed an
immense land grant to a railway, the
premier, then in opposition, had in-
gisted not only that the agréement with
the company embodying all the con-
ditions should be submitted to parlia-
ment, but al] the correspondence which
had taken place in reference thereto.
He had on that occasion moved the
adjournment of the House to give the
government opportunity to. bring the
papers down by 8 o’clock the next day.
Mr. Oliver contrasted the action of the
premier on that oceasion with - his
course at the present time.

Mr. Macdonald’s
then put and lost, the House dividing
as follows:

Yeas—Messrs. King, Naden, Jones,
Yorston, Kergin, Oliver, Macdpnald,
Henderson, Munro, Jardine, Brewster,
Willlams, Hawthornthwaite, McInnis—
14

Nays—Messrs, Tatlow, McBride, Cot-
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amendment was,

ton, Ellison, Shatford, McPhillips,
Thomson, Hunter, Fulton, Young, Tay-
lor, Garden, Gifford, Grant, Behnsen,
Manson, Hayward, McGuire, Mackay,
Parson, Davey, Schofleld—22.

The House divided again on the mo-
tion for the third reading of the bill,

cialists also voted against the
reading of the bill.

Hon. Dr. Young presented the report
of the commission on irrigation,

The House rose.

(From Thursday’s Daily.)

After assent having been given
to all the bills that were far enough
advanced, the House yesterday got
down to work anew. The session was
not a lengthy one and was given over
for the most part to the advancing of
various bills another stage. The uni-
versty bill was considered in committee
for a time, but will be further consid-
ered at future sitting. Stuart Hender-
son has a number of amendments to
offer.

The debate on. whether a charter
should be granted to Corbin’s railway
in Southeast Kootenay was expected to
give rise to a lengthy discussion, but
the debate was-adjourned.

Press Gallery, Feb. 12th.

The House met at 2.30 o’clock.

Private Bills.

The report on the bill to incorporaie
the Hudson Bay Pacific Railway Com-
pany was adopted.

The bill to incorporate the Crow's
Nest and Northern Railway Company
pasged the commitiee stage.

The bill respecting' the Dominion
Trust Company passed second reading
on motion of Dr, McGuire.

Mr. Hawthornthwaite suggested that
the bill might be amended in committee
to prevent excessive charges being
made by the company for its services
as trustees.

third

Corbin’s Road.

Mr. Ross moved the second reading
of the bill to incorporate the Eastern
British Columbia Railway Company,
and in doing so recommended it to the
serious consideration of the legislature.
He explained that the necessity for
transportation facilities on the route of
the proposed line was much felt in the
district; that the coa] and other re-
sources of the country were lying prac-
tically dormant for want of it, and that
Mr. Corbin had expended about $175,000
in acquiring and proving coal proper-
ties, the development of which depend-
ed upon thg transportation -‘scheme.
Last year, lﬁe pointed out, Mr. Corbin
had appliedffor a charter without suc-
eess. In the meantime no actual con-
struction had been accomplished under
the rival charter, and the Corbin com-
pany was prepared to put up a bond
guaranteeing the construction of twelve
miles of the road within twelve months.
He argued that the objection taken
againgt the charter in the railway com-
mitted that the road would paralie] the
projécted Southeast Kootenay line,
should not prevail, citing cases where
pdrallel lines already existed in  the
province,

Mr, Hawthornthwaite locked upon the
Corbin proposal as an attemtpt to
squeeze the smalléer company, the

_Southeast Kootenay, out of the' field:

He pointed out that a great. dea] of
preparatory work had been done by the
iatter company, which now stood ready
to commence building as soon as
weather permitted, and proposed to ex-
pend half a million dollars within the
next twelve months. He contended that
the Southeast Kootenay company had
complied with 'the requirements of their
charter, and should not be disturbed in
their rigfxts. ¢

Mr. McPhillips moved the adjourn-
ment ¢f the debate.

Third Readings.

The bill to amend the Municipal Incor-
poration Act, ‘and the biil to amend
the Attachiment of Debts Act, passed
third reading; also the bill granting to
the corporation of the city of New
‘Westminster certain lands for park
purposes.

University Bill

The House then went into committee
on the university bill, and discussed
the following amendments proposed by
Mr. Henderson:

p. To add section 7a:

7a. All rea]l properiy which is now,
or which hereafter shall be, vested in
the board shall, as far as the applica-
tion thereof of any statute of limita-
tions is concerned, be deemed to have
been and to be real property vested in
the crown for the public uses of the
province, ;

6. To add section 7Tb:

7b. It is hereby declared that the
dedication heretofore by the crown for
any purpose of any real property held
for the purposes of the -university and
university college, or either of .them,
has not taken away from Such real
property any rights or privileges which
it enjoyed as crown lands, or prejudi-
cially affected the same, but that all
such rights and privileges remain in
full force and effect.”

7. To strike out all of section 8 after
the second line and insert the follow-
ing:

(a) A faculty of arts and science,
which shall embrace all branches of a
liberal education necessary for. the de-
grees of bachelor of arts and master
of arts, and such other degrees as may
be determined by the said university:

(b) A faculty of medicine, which shall
embrace all branches of medical and
surgical training necessary for the de-
grees of bachelor of medicine, doctor of
medicine, master of surgery, and such
other degrees as may be determined by
the said university:

(c) A faculty of law, which shall em-
brace all branches of the knowledge
and practice of law necessary for the
degree of bachelor of laws, and such
other degrees as may be determined by
the said university:

(d) A faculty of science, including
manual training and engineering, lead-
ing to the degree of bachelor of applied
science, and such other degrees or
diplomas as may be determined by the
said university.

8. In section 10, sub-section (a), to
strike out the words “in His Majesty's
Dominions” and insert in lieu thereof
“domestic, British and foreign.”

14. To add four sections:

32a. No appointee (other than the
president) of the board of contro] of
the university, under the powers con-
ferred by section 234, sub-section (f),
shall be eligible to be a member of the
board.

32b. No employee in the service of
the education department, nor any
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principal or teacher in any high school,
shall be eligible to be a member of the
board.

32c. No member of the executive
council, during his term of office, shall
be appointed or become a member of

| the board.
the Liberals opposing it. The three So- |

32d. If any member of the board ac-
cepts any of the positions or offices set
out in sections 32a, 32b and 32c, he shall,
ipso facto, vacate his appointment as
a member of the board, and a declara-
tion of such vacancy entered on the
minutegs of the board shall be conclu-
sive evidence thereof.

15. In hection 42, line one, strike out
“board” and insert ‘“university.”

16. Add the following proviso to the
end of the section: “Provided always,
the interest of every lessee and occu-
pant of real property so vested shall be
liable to taxation; and provided fur-
ther, that this section shall not apply
to land acquired in the manner set out
in section 4 hereof.

The committee
progress.

rose and reported

Railway Assessment Act,

Hon. Mr. Tatlow introduced an act
to further amend the Railway Assess-
ment Act. It was explained that this
amendment does not effect the prin-
ciple of the bill which has just passed
the House, being merely intended to
make certain clerical features thereof
consonant with the old act.

The House rose.

(From Friday’s Daily).

The greater part of yesterday in the
legislature was taken up with a con-
sideration of the Factories’ Act in
committee, The bill is introduced by
A. E. McPhillips, and closely follows
the Manitoba Act. Some weak points
developed in the bill, showing that it
was not adapted to conditions in the
province. H. C. Brewster pointed out
a weakness, inasmuch as it was not
certain that the bill would not enforce
an eight-hour day in canneries. This,
it was contended, would put the can-
neries out of business, as al certain
seasons of the year when the salmon
run was at its height, it became im-
perative that much Jonger hours should
be worked in order to avoid wiste of the
raw material. The workers were paid
by the fish, so that the recompense was
proportionate. In Ontario, it was point-
ed out by Mr. Brewster, there were ex-
ceptiong made in a similar Act, so as
to allow of canneries working longer
hourg in the busy season,

A nice point was raised by Stuart
Henderson as to whether the bll] was
not out of order. The point has been
referred to the speaker for a decision.

Press Gallery, Feb, i3th,
The House met at 2.30 o’clock.
Municipal Act.

Fred Davey introduced a bill: to
amend the Muniecipal Clauses Act,
which was read a first time and refer-
red to the municipal committee, '

Railway Reported.

The railway committee reported the
bill to incorporate the Vancouver &
Nicola Valley Railway Company.

Questions Answered,

Dr. Kergin asked the Chief Commis-
sioner of Lands and Works the follow-
ing questions:

1. What extension of time, if any,
nas the Bella Coola Development Com-
pany been granted since that granted
March 7th, 19077

2. On what grounds has such exten=-
sion, if any, been granted?

Hon.- F. J. Fulton replied as follows:

1. None,

2. Answered by reply to quiestion 1.

John Oliver asked the premier the
following question:

Is it the intention of the government
to discontinue the collection of tolls
from travellers, vehicles, etc., using
the government bridge at New West-
minster?

Hon, Richard McBride replied as fol-
lows:

‘When the legislature approved the
grant for the construction of the West-
minster bridge it was understood that
there should be tolls collected from
travellers, vehicles, etc. On the open-
ing of the bridge a schedule of fees
was adopted and pnforced. Since then
reductiong have 'been made in the
echedule. The government hopes from
time to time to be able to make further
reductions.

John MecInnis asked the Minister of
Finance the following question:

Is it the intention of the government
to make provisions providing for the
granting to the city of Phoenix of a
portion of the mineral tax collected
from the mines within the corporate
limits of the city of Phoenix?

R. G. Tatlow replied as follows:

The government does not propose to
grant to any municipality any portion
of the mineral] tax collected from mines
situated wholly” or partly within the
boundaries of the municipality, but a
claim having been made by the cities
of Rossland and Phoenix for a grant
to cover the equivalent of the real pro-
perty . tax which these municipalities
might have collected upon the assessed
values of the surface rights and im-
provements of these mines within such
municipalities, were such municipali-
ties not prohibited by statute from tax-
ing such surface rights and improve-
ments, the government, taking into
consideration the peculiar situation of
the mines in relation to these munici-
palities, has now their claims under
consideration.

Factory Bill
The bill for the protection of persons

employed in factories was taken up in
committee of the whole, Dr, Kergin in

the chair.
Mr. Brewster asked if a salmon can-
nery fell within the classification of

establishments which the bill would
apply to.

Mr. McPhillips, the introducer of the
bill, answered that he did not think it

did. He explained that the act was
practically a copy of legislation which
obtained in Ontario and other pro-
vinces.

John Oliver said that as he read the

bill, “factory” included all places in
which five or more persons were em-
ployed, where mechanical power was
used.

Mr. Hawthornthwaite did not see

why they should exempt salmon can-
neries,
Mr. Brewster pointed out that the [

canning

industry was peculiar, end

noted that many of the employees were
Indians. It would be a great disad-
vantage to the industry if there wers
restrictions as to the number of hours
in the day’s work for a certain period
of the season at least.

Mr. Hawthornthwaite claimed that

the Indians were the wards of the na-
tion, that they were innocent and help-
less, and that they were all the more
entitled, on these ground, to the protec-
tion of the bill.
Mr. Hayward asked if any word had
come to the member for Nanaimo that
the Indians desired to be protected In
this way.

Mr. Hawthornthwaite replied that he
was not as closely in touch with the
aborigines as was the member for Cow=
ichan,

Mr. McPhillips disagreed with any
suggestion that they should wait until
they were asked to extend the protect-
ing arm of the legislature to the In-
dians or any other class,

John Oliver suggested that canneries
might be excepted, with respect to the
hours of labor, without exempting them
trom other provisions of the act, de-
gsigned to ensure the safety of machin-
ery, etc.

Mr. Brewster explained that the In-
dians work for the canneries on the
piece system. They were not employed
by the day. If restricted to a certain
number of hours a hardship and not a
benefit, would be imposed upon them.
He proposed an amendment to exempt
canneries from the operation of the
act in this respect.

Mr. McPhillips was opposed to this
suggestion. He thought the interests
of the canneries in this respect would
be safe in the latitude which would be
permitted in the application of the act.

Mr. Brewster withdrew his amend-
ment.

The provision specifically fixing an
eight-hour day in connection with the
establishments within the purview of
the act, was allowed to stand over.

Section 34 occasioned some debate. It
stipulated that every window of a fac~
tory above two stories, shall be sup-
plied with a three-quarter-inch wire or
gther rope to assist escape in case of

re,

The question raised was *““what shall
be the size of the rope?” The member
for Deita did not think the proper. size
was indicated, and he and Mr. McPhil-
lips were unable to reconcile their views
on this subject. ¢

Finally Mr. Oliver advised that Mr.
McPhillips should visit a -hardware
shop to assist the inquiry, but that
gentleman said he knew all about hards
ware.gshops, and declined to accept the
suggestion,

Mr, McPhillips’ idea was that if the
committee was not satisfled with the
rope specifications as called for in the
bill, they might call on the fire departs
ment for enlightenment on the point.
The section wasg allowed to stand over.

Speaking to a provision that the
Lieut.-Governor in Council should have
power to make regulations with a view
to meeting exceptional cases, Mr. Haw~
thornthwaite remarked that the laun-
dry men had taken exception to the
eight-hour day as being inapplicable to
| the nature of their ‘business, and sug-
gested ‘that the Lieut.- nor.. in
council might be given specific power
to fit a ‘working day for those estab-
lishments.

Section 45 provided a penalty of $50
for failure on the part of persons (fac-
tory operators) subject to the act, teo
send notice to the inspector, to be ap~
pointed under the act, within 90 days
of his appointment, of their occupancy
of such factory premises.

Mr. Oliver objected that this penalty
was too high. He thought a fine of $5
was sufficient.

Mr. McPhillips did not think the act
could be made effective unless the pen-
alty was sufficient to compe] observ-
ance thereof.

Mr. Oliver suggested that there might
be many places which would be held to
be within the application of the act, as
to which proprietors might have rea-
sonable cause for doubt as to thelr
{iability thereunder, and that to imsy
pose such a heavy fine in such cases
might be unfair.

The section was passed as it stood.

At this stage Mr. Henderson sprang
a surprise on the committee by appeal-
ing to rule 48, governing the procedure
of the House. This rule, he maintainr,
ed, stipulated that no act relating to
trade, could be considered by the legis-
iature, until it had been passed upon
in committee of the whole, and reported
to the House; in other words, he claim-
ed that this bill should have been
brought dowir by message from His
Honor the Lieut.-Governor. Having
failed to comply with the formalities
imposed by rule 43, he argued that the
bill wag not properly before the House,
and that the proceedings which had
taken place in committee, which, by
the way, had taken up most of the
afternoon, were out of order.

Mr. Hawthornthwaite argued that
the bill could not be ultra vires, as sim»
ilar measures had been passed by other
provinces.

Mr. Henderson said he did not con-
tend that it was ultra vires, but that it
was not properly before the House.
Mr. McPhillips. argued that the bill
had nothing to do with “trade.” There
could be no trade without something to
trade with. The product of factories
might be considered perhaps a constit-
uent of trade, but this bill applied only
to the operation of factories, '

Mr. Henderson stuck to his point and
asked for a ruling of the chair.

Dr. Kergin gave it as his opinion that
the proceedings were in order,

Mr. Henderson disagreed, and the
speaker was sent for, y
The speaker observed that rule 48
could not refer to “irade and com-
merce,” as that subject was transpar-
ently outside Jocal jurisdiction. It
must then refer to trade in some sense,
that was within the jurisdiction of the
House. As to whether the present bill
couid be regarded as having to do with
“trade” and ecoming .within rule 43, he
said he would défer judgment until the
next day, instructing at the same time
that he was inclined to consider the
bill ag in the nature of a police protec-
tion rather than a trade measure.

Mr. Henderson said the rule must
have some meaning and if it did not
apply to some such measure as this he
was unable to see what it did apply to.
Mr. Hawthornthwalite remarked that
it was perhaps like rule 15 which had
no meaning at all.

The committee rose and reported
progress.

The House rose.
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