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Undue Exaltation of Property

Versus Humanity., -

ThespeechofTheodmRoomelthmtwe&mu&eﬁm
gun of a new and mighty struggle in the United States. We mean the
speech in which he unfolded his views in regard to the rights of property
as against the rights of humanity, or as they put it in England in the great
struggle now on there, the rights of the individual as against the rights of

privilege, meaning by privilege the property and political rights of the
hereditary house of lords and the landed class,

Roosevelt said that any anddlpropertybelongedtomn.ud
therefore, the rights of a thing which belonged to man were of less ac-
count than the rights of man himself. In-other words, when the con-
venience and the comfort and the progress of humanity came in collision
with the nghts of property the “rights of man should override those of

property, or in other words tfmzthe ndm of property should take second
place. \

Look at the United States tq-chy and you see deplorable conditions
in the way of government; you see the consolidation of wealth-in the hands
of a few, the control of legislatures and congress by interests, the all-
powerful influence of the railways, the capture of the press by money,
widespread corruption in municipal, state and federal politics, and a thou-
sand and one evils that beset the various forms of organized society.. It
would be hard to ask one to believe and yet we must ask the reader to
believe, that as a basis of most of these evils is the undue importance that

“is attached to the rights of property and the lack of appreciation of the

rights of humanity that characterized the political documents that are at' -

the basis of government in the Statés and that marked the transactions of
the men who started the political machine at the outset. So imbued were
the early Americans with the sanctity 'of property that they put provmom
in the constitution, and it follows thru all the minor state and muni-
cipal institutions, that any legislation that violated a contract was un-
constitutional ; and so from the foundation of the republic up to the
present time no congress, no state government, no municipal organization
has been able to interfere with a conditin that existed by reason of a con-
tract, no matter how improvident, o matter how much against public in-
terest, no matter if obtained by bribery or corruption, no matter how much
it interfered with public or human rights or the convenience of the citizen.
Such a contract is held sacred and not to be interfered with. Little or
no provision was ever made for the cancellation of these contracts by
purchase or expropriation at their fair value or anything of that kind. There
was just a straight declaration of the sanctity of contract, the sanctity. of
property, no matter how much the citizen or organized society might suffer.
The supreme court would seem to have had as its greatest object the
maintenance of this doctrine of the sanctity of property. We have no
- hesitation in saying that the demoralized condition of things in the States
is due to &hx&wouhp-o&dnadec of -property. One—wayatmw
the present mioment is that‘the United States Railwa§® Commission cannot
regulate_railway rates if it ca be shown ‘that property is unfairly affected;
. and legislation by state commissioners for the benefit of the public has
from time to time been declared illegal for this reason.

We, therefore, take Roosevelt's speech to be that he recognizes what
we have above set out, the undue prominence given to property, and
that he is prepared either by his own act or the act of others who may
follow him, to either change the constitution or in some way to override it
so that the rights of man, of the individual, shall be placed above the mere
rights of property especially when this involves the comfort and-con-
venience of the ¢ the fair treatment of man by all the corporations
that have been crgnd in that country. Roosevelt would secure for the
citizen something like fairer treatment which is accorded in England,
in Germany, in France, and sometimes even' in our own country, tho we
too have been awfully hampered by this doctrine of the sanctity of con-
tract and the sanctity of property.

Let us give just one specaﬁe instance of the situation here in Toronto
which will illustrate what we mean. The citizens of Toronto are crowded
like cattle in the street cars of the Toronto StreetRailway. The company,by
reason of an improvident, perhaps a corrupt contract made twenty years
ago and ratified by the legislature, has hgen allowed to do this.
It has refused to extend the fines, has exacted double fares in places within
the city and in a hundred ways has brutally lll-h'eated. ill-used and ill-
served the people of this great and growing city. “ They are sewn up like
fish in a net and are considered fair victims of the corporation and they

are held by this contract irrespective of their suffering, irrespective of their
rights no matter who betrayed them in the past. In other words, these
property rights of the Street Railway Company are of much greater ac-
count, apparently, than the human nghts of the citizen! And yet
Canada is not bound up, fortunately for us, in the way the United States
is bound up as to the sanctity of contracts. Our legislature is free to de-
clare that Toronto can rid herself of all the inconvenience, not only of this
traction outfit but of all other public utility companies by the right of ex-
propriation being given to the city by the legislature. There is all the
difference in the world in our freedom in this respect and the lack of free-
dom of the people of the United States and, what we say is this: If we
do not exercise our rights mow in this respect we will some day be in the
same ditch in which our neighbors find themselves. No damage is done
to property in connection with public utilities if its value is assessed and
that value is handed to the owner of the franchise; and when this is done
all the grievances of’the public can be removed, the service can be taken
over by the public #ad the public can thereafter secure a remedy to their
.grievances, a better service, and be free thereafter, which is the great
thing; to do whatever they like whenever they like with what is their own.
In other words, in our country there is a money measure for property
rights as against public rights.

And just one more remark. It was a condition of affairs somelhms

like what prevails 4n. the States which preceded the French revolution a
century and a quarter ago and pretty much the same thing is bound to
come in America unless $ome man of great force and some party con-
secrated to public progress'Jeads the'way and effects the reform necessary.
Again we say, very few of ust recognize how near a social disturbance
ten times more serious than the upheaval in France, is at hand in the
United States in consequence of the demoralized condition of public affairs,
t}_“‘- denial of public rights and the undue exaltation of the sanctity of the
nghts of property as against the individual and the common welfare of
soc:ety.

The situation is serious, and it is at the door of very citizen.

Guelph Herald: A little while ago{crease of over 700 in the populaﬂbn-
city clergymen referred to the gues-
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WILFRID:  Sorry to hear you-may lose some of your lieutenants, Robert. |
ROBERT: Aren’t you more sdrry you can’t.lose most of yours?

Government by
Commission

Such a newspaper as The Toronto
Globe to the contrary notwithstand-

ing, we think that the most truly
dumocratic government can be evolved
under it. - The ingenuity of The
Globe may not be equal to devising
the details, but we prefer to think that
it is the innate conservatism of The
Globe rather than any real inability
which prevents it applying the ordinary
principles of common serise to the
problem, and utilizing the precedents
already in existence and the experience
gained in the most intricate of com-
mercial systems to solve the problem.

We confess that the problem ap-
pears to be a comparatively simple one,
altho the United States municipali-
ties which have adopted the principle
have usually 'been too wedded to
tradition, and to what Americans
delude themselves into thinking is
constitutional  practice. = A constitu-
tion ought to be a living thing with
récuperative powers and capacities of
adaptation. In the United States
they have always been afraid to cut
loose and live like freemen. This is
what is the matter with The Globe
and some other newspapers. - They are
anchored and happy. A vessel that
sails around the world and comes back
with new ideas is a terrible adventurer
to such organs, and is not to be trusted,
but' generally suspected.

Government by commission must
embody the idea of a constitution in
the way that a man has a constitution.
It must. be alive and strong and
muscular and growing. A Uhnited
States constitution can only be com-
pared to an ossified man. The Globe
is afraid that The World would
abolish the democratic idea. Govern-
ment by commission as we understand
it would give more democratic govern-
ment than at present, for it would
interest everybody, and politics now
only interests the nobodies. Always
uxce;:’ling the professionals,

The new system would also im-
prove the class of men on the council.
It would promote efficiency in the
municipal services, It would reduce
taxation and obtain better value for
the expenditures made. It would do
away with ward politics, which to
The Globe and other partisan papers

Who says the pulpit has lost its pow-
| tion of race suicides Resuli: An in 254

is a fatal objection. It would annihi-

late ‘the “‘pull.” This is another fatal
' i N

Government by commission ' is. the | beses—
latgst development of - ‘democracy. | f- :

‘And a small ¢abin build there, of
clay and waitles made;
Nine bean rows will ‘I have there, a
hive for the honey bee,
And live : alone in the bee-loud
glade.

' And [ shall have some peace there, for

.. peace comes dropping slow,
Droppmg from the veils of morning
to whete the cricket sings;
There midnight's all a-glimmer, and
noon a purple glow,
evening full of the linnet’s
wings,

And

I will arise and go -now, for always
night and day
I hear lake water lapping with low
sounds by the shore;
While I stand on the roadwaV, or on
the pavements grey,
I hear it in the deep heart's core.
—William Butler Yeats.
e ——
objection in some quarters. It would
ensure promotion for merit in the civic
service. It would procure the highest.
class of service for the people,

One of these days The World will
suggest a scheme for government by
commission. Meanwhile we shall be
glad to hear any other objections that
may be raised against the principle.
None of the objections raised so far
are valid. . The chief objection which
The Globe notes is that a system of
government so perfect would be in-
jurious’ to the people. The people: are
aching for injuries of that nature,

Someone has referred to Ptaiaent
Taft as "“the survival of the fattest.”

It was indeed ungracious of Hartley
Dewart ‘to speak. of Hon. A. B.
Aylesworth as a high-minded states-
man and that sort of thing, after Hon.
A. B. had declared himself “a poli-
tical partisan.”

But after all is said, didn’t Mr.
Aylesworth carry the Liberal banner
to victory in North York, and didn't
Hartley Dewart, K. C., go down to
defeat in South Toronto,

Washington legislators neglect their
piiblic duties and hie them to the ball
game. Somebody ought to introduce
the game in Ottawa and stop the talk-
ing match.

'Canadian Black

| squirrel. Afewmqodluewm

Squirrel.

Among lbe mld uunull t'lm are

btlhhl& of Onﬁﬁo_ dieofthe
brightest and liveliest 4s the black

a great many of these pretty little
creatures in the woodlands where,
morning and evening they fed, gambol-
ed and chattered among the fruited
Beeches and: tall hickorys of the ridges.

True, there are still a few black
squirrels left in the sparse timber lands
of Ontario, but with ' man-pursuing
them and their wooded retreats being

of a few years before not a single
squirrel will 'be seen save in parks,
where they are protected by the govern-
ment.

For many years the animal has been
a prey to the small boy with the long
musket and the sportsman with the
modem Winchester, * He makes a
toothsome dainty for the table when
properly served and epicures will go to
some trouble to secure him for-this pur.
pose; at the same time’ Mr. Black is
not easily bagged.

Not every boy with a long musket
nor every man with a modern Win-
chester has learned the art of getting
within shooting distance of the wary
black. The novice, who, having
sighted him on a mossy patch of the
woodland or seen him painting a sable
streak across the old gold of the leaf-
carpet, attempts to creep within range
of him, seldom ever catches more than
the first glimpse of the cunning fellow.
High in some giant elm the squirrel will
be lying close in the crotch of a great
limb, or from tangled foliage will be
peering down at the huntér with beady
eyes; but the hunter does not see him. !

On the other hand there are boys
and men who have studied the black
squirrel and know how to stalk him.
They have learned that when the
animal is first sighted the thing to do is
to run straight towards him. The little
fellow allows fear to master wisdom
and takes to the first tree in sight, there
to fall an easy prey to his pursuer.

Black squirrels are playful, harmless
little creatures that find life very good.
If they are to be preserved in the
sparse woods ‘of Ontario they must be
protected. They are fond of human
society, and if left unmolested, become
very tame and gambol about in the

by 21.

thinned day by day, it is but a matter| -

Brmsh Polmcal Situation.

Wnthtlummgofﬂ\eBrmsh parliament for a month’s holiday, op-

- portunity is afforded for a review of. the political position. This ad- |

journment marks the close of the first period of the present session and it
luw\ﬁewmtmwdmpehnatanybmmﬂumrd
elections. The verdict of the electors was admittedly not conclusive on

any of the issues submitted. England gave a majority of 13 against the

government, while Scotland supported it by a majority of 50 and Wales
Ireland returned 71 Nationalists, 10 Independent Nationalists

and 21 Unionists. The net result gave the government a majority of 42

over the opposition exclusive of both sections of Irish Nationalists, that

led by John Redmond thus holding the balance of power; a position they

had not occupied since the Gladstone administration of 1892,

Mr. Asquith’s task was one of exceptional difficulty and it was not l‘

leudedby&e&ﬁemdmnm&mﬂnbdpﬁqu& i
which made itself evident both in the cabinet and the party. While the
general election had been primarily thruﬂleudionoflhob\n
dlm&nnmmh)ﬂwofdwmemkwm
the controversy between the regular parties at once assumed a wider
aspect. The government on the one side asked a mandate enabling re-
strictions to be placed on the veto power of the peers and a declaration of
confidence in frntnde. On the other hand the opposition advanced -
tariff reform, incluc lmmtof&umonbd'nh;ﬁb
»femnfm&mwmdwmdiuhmj
for arfying out measures for social ion. The Nationalists stobd i
y"‘hunﬁwmhdh&mmbﬁﬁd

1.medoubth§ma
wludxwub
would so place in the hands of the lndependeab Ms

the government with &n ultimatum requiring the veto resol
" passed before the budget mdhcurnedhnpom. 'ﬂw‘ r

is has not been devulged, butéwymwfczwdolytwo
creation of a number ofnewpmmﬁuentbmme
majority or to give the ministerialist proposals sanction by
xrrelpecuveofdlevoteofthepeen. Thu&engwﬂﬁ

decline Mr. Asqmthmutrengnotappul toﬂn

govemment is* sustained at another’ gfulenl election

overcoming the Unicnist preponderance in the house of Iords wi
itse]f—that of lumuns the writs of summons to a mﬂd" at wi
the Liberal peers in a majority.

on the same register of voters is very uncertain. Umem

admit duttheycanmrcelyhopetownmbmoud)h

solute majority, and anything less than that would not avail n&mﬂ
leave the parliamentary deadlock unalleviated. A further m
arises from the rivalry of the two Nationalist -factions.
clumtob;vemdumyadhermdumﬁwaw

conducting in Ireland, but again, Mr. Redmond’s uppoitofﬂnw /

bill seems to indicate that he is satisfied his own populasity is not only
unimpaired but increasing. However that may be, the Liberal organizers
aﬁrmdxattheymprepmngﬁoragemaldecbonu]dywhddw
regard as the crucial month. It is doubtful if any party really desires an-
other election this year but events may prove too unmanageable to pre-
vent an electoral reference. The United Kingdom is in the shadow of a
grave constitutional crisis which, whatever its immediate consequence,
cannot but involve a recasting of the house of lords, and either a res

open aisles of the wood paying not the
| slightest attention to passers-by.
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striction of its powers or the limitation of its hereditary character,
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