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points the raiiways are on the Georgian bay
and Montreal ?

The MINISTER 0F PUBLIC WOLIKS. I
have just stated that, between Montreal
and North Bay the distance lF4 3M miles
as against 445 miles between Buffalo and
New York.

Mr. SPROULE. But what Is the distance
between Parry Sound ani Montreal, and
Midiand and Montreal ?

The MINISTER 0F PUBLIC WORKS.
The distance is about the samne.

Mr. SPROULE. Then, you do not make
inucli by the change.

The MINISTER 0F PUBLIC WORKS.
My lion. friend (Mr. Sproule) must not for-
get that Midland is a port reached by the
Grand Trunk Ralway, and thant aearly ail
the Grand Trunk Railway freiglit from
Mland to-day goes to American ports.

Mr. CLARKE. How about Owen Sound ?
The MINISTKR 0F PUBLIC WORKS.

That 15 a point a great deal further from
Montreal, and, moreover, between North Bay
and Montreal, the railway goes on a downi
grade. Lt is very difficuit to-day for the
Canadiani Pacific Railway to carry grain, lu-
deed almost impossible, because of the loca-
tion of the railway. Now I ask the House
not to lose siglit of this fact, that Up to this
date, in spite of the fact tliat we have la-
vested one hundred million dollars lin the
Canadiani Pacifie Railway, nearly ail oui,
Canadian crops are shipped through Amner-
can ports. That fact canniot be disputed.
There is a reason for it, and it is this: The
Canadian Pacifie Railway is located ln sncb
a wny that it is too expensive to carry grain
by rail from one point to another, ln comipe-
tition ivitli American roads. I wili sny no
more on this point.

Mr. BENNETT. Before the ininister
lenves that point, I would like to ask him a
question. Boats carrying 200,000 bushels,
which would be boats about 450 feet lu
length, would tbey go up to North Bay docks
and Calander docks, or would they simply
go to the west eud of Lake Nipissiîîg, anId
what would be the depth of water to bc
found la Lake Nîpissing ?

The MINISTER 0F PUBLIC WORKS.
There is deep water la the middle of Lake
Nlpissing. It would lie necessary of
course, to buîld accommodation there, as
everywhere else. Now, Mr. Speaker, I see
the dlfficulty. Every local lnterest and
every harbour whlch thinks it miglit lie hurt
by that great national hlghway, rises Up and
says: Donlt make that great Improvement,
but continue on la the old way, and let
Amerlcan boats take our Canadian trade.
That ls the whole difflcuity la a few words.
Weil, Sir, we have reached Montreal. A
great deal hias been sald about the port of
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Montreal Ilately. I amn very sorry that nmy
hion. friend fromn Jacques Cartier ('Mr. Monk)
is not in his sent. He told us a dav or two
ago tlint we are wasting our time iii Mont-
meal, especially.

Mr. KEMP. With the permission of the
Minister of Public Works inay I ask imi
just one question ? Lt lias beeiî stated tlhat
the iloutii of the Frenchi river on the Geor-
g-ian Bay is sîxty miles froin Nortli Bay.
May I ilquire from the MNinister of Publie
WVorks lhox inany miles froiu the ioutx of
the Frenchi ri-er on the Go,)rgiani Bay is the
Soo lune of the Canadian Pacifie Llilway ?

Tlie 'MINISTER 0F P'UBLIC WOItKS.
1 caumnot answer tit question at tue
moment. he figures could easily be made
ont, but I have not got tliem under mvy
hand.

Mr. HUGHES (Victoria). May I ask. the
bn)i. minister a question ?

The MINISTER 0F PUBLIC WORKS.
No, I cannot allow any more interruptions
on questions of detail, but 1 wvill be g-lad to
answer nny general question. A good deal
lias been said about the port of Moiitreal.
Perliaps too mucli discussion lias takeni
place, but 1 could iîot lielp it. he lion.
neinbeu' for' Jacques Cartier said that wve
have lost a yeaqr in building elevators lut
Montreal. Now that the attention of the
Ilouse lias been calied to that question, I
will be g-lad to take the bouse Iinto iny cou-
fidetîce. I inny say ut tue outset tiuat no
time lias beeii lost at ail. Last yeair palia-
nment voted $1,000,000 for tuec equipinent of
a port mît Montreal auîd to build elevators
and so on. he liarbour comunissioners ivbo
were dbarged witlîftie disposition or thiat
inoney, subject of course to the approval of
the goveriinuent, did not ask for tenders be-
fore the month of September last. Lt would
have been impossible for aiuy contractor to
iny down fouidations la M1ontreal during tho
fail. Tenders were asked, but no specifica-
tions or plans had been prepared. Mr. Ken-
nedy, the chief engineer of the liarbour comn-
missioners, lad only prepared what hie styled
a statement of the requirements, showing la
general terms that the harbour commission-
ers wanted an elevator with a capacity of
1.000,000 bushels. Five tenders were sent la,
Every contractor sent la bis tender accord-
ing to lus own plan. There wuîs conse-
quently no lowest auîd IIo highest teaderer,
every one, as I said, tendered oui bis own
plan. Among the tenders sent lit was one
from Mr. Jamiesou. Wluen the plans were
presented for my approval I notlced nt once
that the last sentence of Mr. Kennedy's ne-
commendation of acceptance to the harbour
commissioners, mentioned a test of the
strength of the whole structure. Now, Mr.
Speaker, the plans were subject to, uy ap-
proval. I lad been entrusted by this par-
liament wlth the duty of carefully expend-
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