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Why Madge Set About Memorizing What Drake Wrote,

was surprised at the strength of
he entment I felt toward All «m!

rake when I finally realized the be-|

ttling att!tude in which he held my |
1 tality. My fingers clenched, and 1|

it my lips savagely for fear I might|
utter some word which would betray |
my anger to him.

It couldn’t be, I told myself flercely
that I carad what this man’s opinlon of |
he was. He, like mysalf, was moru.i}.
a pawn in a tremendous game, but 1
couldn’t hide from the eyes of nr
brain the humilldating fact that
opinion did matter to me.

While vaguely disliking
him I had yet been much
and fascinated by the man's powerful |
personality. I thrilled, despite my-
self, at his praise of my pluck and pre
ence of mind when he was w »u'u‘ﬂd o}
realize that he regarded my
little more thar that of ¢
child jarred my self-es
an impersonal executive who
patient of feminine assistance. |

There was no escape for me, however,
from the humiliating position in which |
I found myself. 1 must go on jottir
down interminable figures at his
hest until he had finished whatever |
receipt of my father’s secret|
message seemed to have set him,

“"Good Locks and Bolts?"”
wt one consolation my wounded |
I had preserved |
a machinelike attitude of mind toward
the task in hand, thinking that in this|
manner I would better aid the man|
I now made up my mind |
that I would set my wits to work and|
find out, if possible, the meanin
seemingly foolish Computauons he was
setting me.

So between the courses of our dinner|
-—an unusually good one, which, how-
ever, I had neither spirits nor appetite |
to appreciate—I kept on jotting down
the figures Mr. Drake gave me, with|
clerklike regularity, while, mentally,
with mounting excitement, I was carry- |
ing on another calculation in my mind,
and fixing nrmly in it for remembrance |
the matching ‘answers’” which Mr. |
Drake recorded so carefully.

For it had taken me but a short time |
to discover that the rice paper con-|
talning  my father's secret message,
which Mr. Drake had fastened to aj|
page of his notebook must contaln a
cryptic code of some sort, a code which
Mr, Drake was trying to decipher hy
means of secret formula scattered In'
innocent-looking figures on many pages |

own |
his
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igzures he had was one so distribu

that no onoe save himself could possibly
use ft, and that 4f his notebook were|
stolen it would be of no uss to anyone
except its owmar. i

My little mother began the training of |
my memory when I was a small girl,
and I kept up her methods after I grew
to womanhood. It is no task at all for
me to memorize at sight lists of words |
or groups of figures, so, although I}
found the task I had set myself the|
hardest of its kind I had ever encoun-
tered, yet by the time our dinner was
ended T had firmly fixed in my memory |
every figure and letter I had seen Mr. i
Drake e down in his notebook. |

, the collection was so much |

to me. But I was sure that if I

ever ‘n:«r\ the chance to look at the rice!

paper on which my father's -*r"p(m

message was written I would be able |

ead it. And I had a sort of chil

ish satisfaction in fooling Allen

who, I knew, believed me to be ignorant !

of the real meaning of his mathemati-
cal manoeuvres,

It was the coffee h
served that T saw his eyes glist
subdued excitement, heard him draw d.‘
deep breath, and knew by the sup-
pressed exultation and amazement with !
w hich he stared at the rice paper that |
its secret lay at last before him.

“Look here,” he said, frowning, “he“‘
nhe had finally closed "w notebook ’md‘
put it into his pocket, ““how many peo- |
ple are in your house now?” |

“Six,” I answered laconically.

“Who are th“ :

“Myself, my husband, hls mother,
elderly cousin, the mald and a man-of- |
all-work, who sleeps in the barn.” |

“Good locks and bolts on your
house?”

“Only ordinary ones.’

A Very Frank Phraae

“Do you keep this paper within reach|
of vour hand all the time?” :

“Always I suppressed the exc! tf‘-,
ment nmnz within me at his questions. |
Was it possible that perhaps T should|
once more hold in my hand this mys- |
terfous cryptic paper of my fa'hr-rs,
sending?"’

‘“Unfortunately,” Mr. Drake went on,
“T don’t dare keep this paper upon myv,
person. There are reasons why y
wouldn’t be =afe for me to do so. As!
soon as possible I shall send someonea|
to you for it, for it is preposterous tha“
anything so vital as thie should be

euspected that this
f

|

of the notebook he carried. I shrewdly| present I have no alternative.”
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