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!\c», the dixvaoHion of tliia vnunipliun
J.i ;rg« u|> th9 whole qiienion of iiiiracleM,
beoauff, iii..<> h we do not put forwtH
•Jiii-iHi's mi r,! \nn «• a proof of Hi" divine
..haraoter, .v( after fell He Himwif, m %
"tiporli Ulnar, being, i* a mirac et and if

miracitfi' a'o impoMib.e or incredible. He
i* M alio.

I b»ve *aid that ChrlMianitv might («
true even if the miracles recorded in the
New Teaiament were not true. Ye^; but
it does not follow front thii) that
the question of the miracdioufi is of
secondary importance and doeH not sfl^st
the exf-enoe ofthe Christian religion. Chris-
tianity I* indeed independent of the truth
of any partloiilar miracle, saveonljr the
Incarnation and the Renurreotion; but it is

not independent of the qnestioa of the po<*-

•ibilitjr of miracles. On the contrary, that
question touc' s the very heart and life o
• hristiahity. tf there be do miracle, then
there is no Christianity, there is no Chriiit.

for Christ is the greatest of niirmclef, and
Christ is Christianity.

Yes, the evidence of miraelea is all im-
porunt. Many, imieed, tArn away and
reject Cnristianity simply because of the
miracles with which ii is linked, and
which are interwoven with the life of the
Shrist and the earliest beginnings of HIh
ligion. It is often said no one believes

in niiracles now-»^ays. If you
havfl no other witness bat this
your case mast surelT fall to the
ground. "Miracle'* do not happen," and
certainly if the mere repetition of a phrase
is suSuIeht to prove it, then the impoasi-
bility of ntiracles has been and again prov.
ed coBolusively. For since those words
*ere flfrt penned by one of our modern
bbirost^heht they have beeh a pet expres-
Btbn of those #ho will not receive the evi-
otmce of the niiniculouf. They have been
rebeated^adnatweam," theyhave been drag-
Bed into w-oalled religiotts novels, lisp»i
by silly tallcers, written down by grave
ehilosophera, lightly appropriated by the
tany ilhailow mind* whd borrow the

ideaa of bthert, and so lavt themselves the
troubicbr thinking, if, indeed, they poaseH
thk mdolty." ' v"-^
^•If |nir4clel ire impoaaible, or M lefest

letcdible, tbin there ia no ttveUtion of
<A to mini fO^ it, too, ia * mblwle. Nor

is even thia the wbo]« r^oH of th«t den-

-l-^ I'*"^**' t^t o*ie, BO penonal
6od, ibr a CNid 4»ho ia ahnt oat of Hu own
*Orld M lio eoil» Ub^ Ha oitiiDot, ^ tfaik

snppo-itioii. intervene for the help of His
children, if He will. He niny tie a great
artiAuer, a great mechanic, but He is not
ihe uiiini(K>tent One. Nay, logically, we
mu«i go further even than lhi«, and denv
the Creation; for, i» a miracle is impos-
sible, how can we believe that the visible
universe wa* created t When there was
no univerxe, was not it- cominfr into being
a miracle T Will any man pretend that aity
one,or all, of the laws or force« of nature is

enough to act*ouiit for the oiigin of the
universe 7 Wax it natural or siifwrnatural
that this great universe (or the seeds and
germs of it.ifyuu prefer) should come into
existence f

But moi'torall, if miracles he incred-
ilile, if God's hands ate tied so tliat He
ranntit intervene in ibe processesees of
na'nre, or the evolution of history, Iheh
there is no living God who can hear And
help u» when we cry to Him. We tnav
pray, but ho Aliuighty arm can be atretcli-
*d out for our deliverance in response
to our prayer. We are caught in the co'l
of an iron chain of neceneacy causes and
effects. We are not the free son* of a lov
ing Father, but the slaves of an adamaii-
tine flite. Nay, we are orphans ia a father-
less world. (McRim)

T.- It is claimed that a miranle is impoe-
sible because it is a violation of the laws
of nature. But let us ask, wliat ia meant
by violating nature's laws. It means that
"a different reauit ia produced ftom the
same cause." As if, for instance, a atone
were thrown up into the air, atid remained
stationary, or as if the wat*r fh)m an up-
turned glass were arrested in the air aa it

fell, no force but the law of gravitation be-
ing supposed to be in operation. But are
any of the miracles of the Christ aaoh ft

violation of law ?
What ia a miracle T It ia a lower law

Suspended bv a higher. And who shall soy
thia cannot be T To say so were to con-
tradict daily experience. For instance, we
caii, we lio continually counteract the
great law of gravity by a higher. Yott con
ti^row a stone up*ard, and f»r a tiine, at
any rate, it seema to go against and violate
the law of gravitation, or you can catch
the atone aa it fklla, and arreat the work-
ing of that law; and all this ia dona, not
by the violation of 4 law, bnt by the intzo-
dnetion ofa auperior law, the lAw of Votir
p«rn Will, the law 6> volittoB, btwbiofa the
law of girAvitatioB ia arfMad or biodaivd.
Again, mte mcdiflat Um ofttitiOB of th«


