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I believe in the justice which protects and perpetuates the liberty of

the subject as a sacred thing within the domain of law-and-order

in the State and its various sub-divisions.

Till' ti'l'lll "liliil-fy ot' tile Slll),)rcf " !s I'Vcl' il li'iildrli plirnSr III! till-

lips dl' till- liiViil ( 'aniidiiin. Kvi-n tlii' \i\<>-^\ i-alloiis f (iiir iUdjrii-iil

(iistiirlifi's (if civic c(|iiiiiiiiiiity ii''c t'di' cvci' scckinii- a justification foi-

tlicii' license (if liaiMiijj'iic. frmn llic heed f.'ivcM to the ii)>li(il(liiii_' nf tlic

lilicilv (if till' siihj.'ct as n fii'st |)i-iiicipl(' of (Icnidci'atic i-ulc. Wc afc

all instinctively inclined tn fcc-ai'd justice in all its phases as a sacn""!!

ihiiij.'. in (lur dwii State or nut (if it. And the Wdiidef keeps <rrii\vin;i

why the exercise df (lur riirlits around the haliot-liox is so often tfeated
with disrespect, as if a jruardianship df the lilierty of the subject

and the iiiaintaininir df justice in civic affairs liad iidthiiifr in conuudn.

Indeed, so fla^fant liavc liecdnie certain offences a<rainst law-and-
di'der ami decency of debate, that a Canadian writer has thouirlit to

Ideate (piite a yulf lictweell the unclialleni:ed etiipiette iif evcryda}'

life and that of a partyite cdiitest in niaii\' df our cdiistituencics. F(ir

instance, a candidate elected fcir two scats, seems at times tn feel iid

compunction in lddkin<r aniund for a ])artyite of liis own class to

have liim returned by acclamation for the cdnstitiiciicy he himself

caMiiot re|)resent, as if there was no such a tliiiip: as "the justice that

protects and perix'tuaics the liberty of the subject "". As the writer
referred td says: "Much us is the case in active warfare on the battle-

field, so is it in the ca.sc of too many of our political contests; the

ethical fruidances we are instinctively prone to deiX'ud upon for

.sanctions in our ordinary everyday decencies of conduct are
unhesitatiufrly priven a back seat in too many of our electioneering: and
parliamentary rivalries." Indeed, tlu'.se decencies are .sometimes
forced to stand asrhast at the contempt indulfred in at the exi)eiise of
"the liberty of the subject" and the justice that is supposed to be its

protection.

Is there no remedy? Are the indecencies of pertain p....se.s of
our Caiuulian public life, fnmi its frin<T:es to its inner tyrannies, to

continue to be winked at, e.sjiecially the embitterint; pluLses of an
election season? Certain of our municipalities have been exploitinrr

a remedy in the manner of seleetini; candidates and by the .sulxstitutiufr

of the oversight of a Commi.ssion for party rule. The Commonwealth
it-self has ventured to favour the experiment for the time being of a
union or non-party gnvernment. And the experiment has awakc;R-d


