
Tim tares ar(^ lic.iiii: sown on rivory liaiid witli onoriiioiis iruliistry: anil if

onrrycs arn Imldcii so tliat \\a\ fail to rccnisiu/A: our siiiiitiial opi^irtimitics nnd
tn iiri'-oc«ii|.y tlio soil, thn slii'sivcs nlliiMiitclyto !>(> ^.'Hrncrcil will iioi \h: jilnasiii^

to tlic I-onl of llid Iliirvi^st.

( Ml r social and nclcsiastic al i< mi lit ions arc iin!ik(» those of tlio days '.'cmo by.

Wo scciM to need llll^ I'cnti'costul /il't nf tonu'iies to reach the men of many
nationalities, the aliori^'ines ami tll(^ iiniuit:ranls. [n tlu* se|iaralion of Church
and State, which throu'.diont most of the ( hristianera had iM'cn in close alliance,

we are thrown hack iiiMin the voluntary olf(^rin_'s of the faithful for the su|)i(ort

and extension of the church
; and our htnirts am ri'ady to hreak sometimes Uv

cause \\{: seem to U^ losin;; our power of MISSION. No money is laid at the fe<(t

of the A|iostles,to hedisiKMised with n^terence to the •.'r(^atest <:ikh\ of t he greatest

mimlH'.r. After the utmost endeavour of our Missionary Socie.ties, we setiin littln

ahl(^ to send the (nis|Mil sa\e to those who can dt^fray the costs of it.s ministra-
tions,

(•ne\(iryside w(< recot;nise needs [H^culiar to the a^re and country: felt

necessities in which \\(\ have few precedents to t:ui<h\ us, recpiirin'^' wise adapta-
tion and prudent in\('ntifiii.

We are confronted with an unlielii^f of singular audacity, imnetratinj^ all

lM)].ular literature and infectinj.' even the illiterat*^. Time was, within tho
ministry of many am<intr ourselves, when the Christian and the unheliover
could, before they jiarted asundc^r, join hands and say oni> framnenl of tlio

Creed toirc^ther, I helit(V(» in (iod the Father Almii;hty. But now, alas! Inti-

delity has hecoUK* Ath(Msm pure and simpler, or else utters the lani;ua^'e of

cuntemptuous A^uocticism.

Neither may we shut our eyes to the in<rease of jiractical irreli<_'ion and
inditl'erentism. Copies of the Bihle. are multij.lied, hut it (>.nters less an<l less

into the popular readiiiL'. Churches and mt^etiii>:-h<'iis(vs stand in rivalry in
every villa^'e or at every cross-road, hut church-Lroiuir is more and moro
iieirlecttHl. What revolt is then* a,i:ainst the restraints of Sunday nwt from
trathc and travel : a.irainst the in.lissoluhh^ness of the nuirriatre hond !

How is dislxdief in any life after death p.videni'wi by the vast increase of
murder and suicide*

!

Brethren, I am no [H'ssimist. I have not a doubt or a fear as to the ulti-

mate issue.

r am not insensible to the nuuiy tokens of (iod's favor and blBssin>r in the
wonderful relitdous activities of the day, in the jrrowth of our own communion
in tho land, and in the examples of self-sacriiice and saintliness already in-
scribed ill the comi)aratively brief annals of your Church and of our own.

'

^ou will jiardon m(( if I uriro ujH^.n you my own jirofound conviction, that
while We devoutly recogni.se tho mercies of tht* pa.st, and hoi>efully anticipato
tho hasteniiior of Christ's kinu'dom : for all this, never in tho history of par-
ticular or national dmrches, n(3ver has a graver resp<jnsibility re.sted on men
that now rests u[)on ourselves. Never have the bishoi)s and priests, to whom


