
As tlic object of this paper has hccii to present a L;'oiU'nil

view of the whole question, and as it was desired to malvc the

ease intelli^'ible to general readers, anioni^' whom not much
previous acquaintance with the subject was to be pre-

sumed, it has necessarilv run to a considerable lenq-tli.

On that account it will perhaps he useful to conclude witii

a brief sunnnarv of the whole.

(1) The ])rinciple and nuiinsprini>- of the whole ar^'u-

ment is the immense im])ortance—on liig'b i»'rounds of

Imperial policy aHectinL>' our commercial, political., and

social develo])nient—of increasinm' to the utm(>st the

facilities of communication between the scattered com-

munities of the IJritish Empire. This principle was

recog'uised aud ])artiall_y acted upon in the reform oi

(^olonial postao-e rates recently introduced bv the Chancellor

of the FiXchequer, wIhmi the old policy, obstructiv<' ot such

inter-communicatiou, was ])artially departed from.

(:J) The reduction o\' rates then made involved the

admission of two fundamental ])rinciples hitherto olliciallv

opposed. One of these is tlu> surrender by the lv\-

che(puM' of a sub.stantial portion of the o'vowiuir Post Ollice

surplus, for the purpose of i^ivinn- increased ])ostal facilities

to the public, instead of devoting- the whole of it to tin'

relief of i^'eneral taxation ; the second being' the admission

of the riu'ht of correspondence within the f]mpire, but

outside the I'nited Kingdom, to slia''e in the advantage

thus afforded. Though th(>se jxjints were C(»nceded in

j)rinciple, the ap])iication of the j)rinciples was partial

Only and insullicient.

(;3) The existing distinction for|)ostal j)ur])oses between

tbe Tnited Kingdom and other ]iarts of the Empire is an

anachronism. The expansion of England and the growth

in facilities of locomotion demand the e.\tensi(»n of itoulaud


