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c;iIAKAC:TEil OF THE COUNTRY.

« Canada is a country suscept!' 'f f' iirimense improvement. Its navigable

rivers are numerous, and its lakes ol >- extent unknown in other i)arts of the

world. Both offer a quick and easy coimnunication between the different parts

of the province. A few short canals would render the country accessible by

water in all directions. Its plains are fertile ; and tliough tlie greater part are

still covered with wood, they must one day submit to tiie hand of industry, and

support a numerous population. Tiie country is in general rather level than

otherwise, yet every river affords falls, and some of tlicm sufficient to drive the

heaviest machinery." Bell's Hints to Emigrants, [)age l?^-

" To whatever part of the i)rovincc settlers intend to go, they should push

forward as quick as possible, as tliose x/ho come last have always the disadvantage

of going farthest back in the woods. Those, however, who purchase or rent

lands In tiie improved parts of the country, succeed tar better than tliose who

at first plunge into the forest, and engage in employments, the nature of winch

they do not understand. The manner of renting a farm in this country is gene-

rally this : the landlord, besides the land and houses, finds cows, horses, farming

utensils, and perhajjs seed for the first year y the tenant does all the labour, and

the produce of the farm is divided between them in such proportion as shall have

been agreed upon, generally equally. This is a good plan for emigrants, at first,

as even though they should afterwards go into the woods, and take land of their

own, they will then have some knowledge of the mode of agriculture practised

in the country, and will have some stock to begin with on their own farms.

" Emigrants ought at first, if possible, to purchase or rent land on which

some improvement has been made. Few, indeed, are able to purchase
;

for most

of the settlers that go out there are at first poor : but, if they have any ready

money at all, a farm may now be obtained at a very low rate, even lower than

the ir.iprovement cost. Farms containing 100 acres may be l)ouglit at from 50

to 100 dollars, according to their situation and goodness. But they should be

cautious about buying land upon a location ticket, that is, without a deed.

Bell's Hints, page Sll-.

" A township or parish is generally about len miles square ; it is divided by

lines into twelve parts or concessions, and each of these parts into twenty-seven

lots ; each lot containing 200 acres, except the last, which contains only 100.

Ordinary settlers formerly received each 200 acres ; but since the last war they

usually receive 100. Every seventh lot is set apart for the support of the church,

and is called a clergy reserve. The clergy connected with the church of

England form a corporation for the management of these lots, and lease them for

twenty-one years whenever they can find tenants ; but as most of them lie waste,

they aie great hindrance to the improvement of the country. Bell'a- Hints,

page 73.

" Upper Canada, though more elevated than the lower province, yet, being

more to the south, possesses a milder climate ; and, in consequence, offers better

encouragement to agricultural pursuits. The first settlers being discharged


