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exclusively on roots and fruits. Some attempts havebeen made to tame this beast, but without much success

of ^r^l^l-r.' ^f-^'"''
'^^' "^^^^ ^^P* i^ *h^ menagerieof the Philadelphia museum, but though they were quitesmaU when taken, they soon gave signs of that ferocity

in 7t 1 T''^^ ''/^ remarkable. As they increasedm size, they became dangerous, seizing and tearing topieces every thing they could lay hold of, and grasping
the iron bars of their cage and shaking them violenth?
to the great terror of the spectators, who hardly felt

streT th
^^ ' ^^^^ witnessing such displays of their

When they were little more than half grown, their
lerocity became so alarming, and the apprehension thatthey might escape so great, that it was ttiought necessary
to kiU them to prevent such an event

fJX'^^"'-' T *^ ^^'^ ^?* ^^ *^" ^''^y ^^^^ are more

thrppt V tJ^""^'
^""^^^^'^ «^tl^e hind feet aboutthree inches. These are occasionallv strung as necklacesand worn by the Indian chiefs as trophies o^f ^cton

'

A gentleman who had lived many years among differ-

'

ent tribes of Indians, far distant' from civilized menonce told me a strange story concerning a chiefs
necklace This gentleman was a painter,^ and made
excellent portraits ol many of the chiefs, who took much
pride m being painted in their most splendid dresses, andmost warliSe ornaments. One chief, after spending ^omehours m oiling his hair painting his face and breast, andarranging his beautiful plumes of black eagle's feathers^r his head dress presented himself before the artistwith a most frightful necklace, which was actually made
ot the fingers of those enemies he had killed in battle
dried and strung for this extraordinary purpose ^e
painter remonstrated, but in vain; he would be paintedwith this necklace, and no other.

.

When the portrait was nearly finished, the chief, whosename I am sorrv to aav T hnvA ft^T.^^++^^ ^„^_ __.

morning to the pamter, and with a troubled look, begged


