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fecuring fuch revenue, incHiding the mimeroUs pro*^"

vtfions about fmuggling j with an infinitude of other

ihlaitcrs lying within thedcpartmentof the cuftom^

houft, are all excluded, as no part of this work.

'

In Ihort, it is intended to touch upon thofe topics,

and thofe only, which compofe the famous Jet of
Navigation made in the 12th year of king Charles

th^ Second, and which has in its title the fame

words in the fame fenfe in which they are here to be

underflood: Jn Jet for the Encouraging and

Increasing 0/" Shipping and Navigation.- a'j

Such is the nature and extent of the propofed

defign J which will comprize a hiftory of what arc

ufually termed The Jets of Navigation, This

hiftory may properly be divided into Three Pe-

riods : the Firft containing the laws made from the

earlicft appearance of any fuch, down to and in-

cluding the Aft of Navigation made in 165 1, du-

ring the time of the Commonwealth. The Second

will commence with the famous Adb of Navigation

paffcd in the 1 2th year of Charles II. and will con-

tain all the laws paffed down to the time of making

the peace ih 1783. The Third will commence'

after the peace, and contain all the laws which

have been made down to the prefent year 1806: ^

AJfTER we poffefs the text of the law, we be-

come curious to learn what conftrudlion it has re-

ceived, and what praftice has been founded upon*

it. It is intended, therefore, to irtterfperfe fuch'

information relative to the conftruftion and ufage,

that has obtained in confequence of paffing the dif-

ferent Afts of Navigat'ibn, as the bell fearch has
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