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(VI'OIjUA, a sclllcineiit oftlic |)roviii(«' nml jjo-

vci.meiit of I'opayi'in in llie Nuevo Rcyiio ilc (Jrii-

iiiida, on the shon; of a river at a small ilistaiico

Iroiu tlie cilj of Hiiga to (he n.ie. anil \vhi(.Ii river

divides (lie settlomeiit Ironi lliis tily.

OT()!MA('OS,a nation ot Indians, reduced, lor

the greater part, to the Caitli, and dwellirifj in the

vicinity of the Orinoco and Nuevo Ueyno ilc (Jra-

iiada. They arc of such extraviiiiiint and raio

customs in tlieir natural stateof "rentiliNUijtlial Ihev

deserve j)articidar note. At tiu; first dawn of litrJit,

tiiey all start from (heir sleep, and hegin distress-

in^ cries and slionts for tin-ir dead, the \v!)ieli last

till day-liitlit ; and (hen thr'v heirin to dance and

sing and amuse themselves till twelve at night, thus

allowing themselves no more tiian three hours sleep.

During (he morning (hey go and throw (heniselves

into the river, and (hen assemble at (he doors of

(heir captains, and (here pick out (hose wiio are to

go either fishing, or hunting on the mountains the

wild-boars, or to employ themselves in tilling the

ground; after tln-se are selected, (he rest are al-

lowed to go anti amuse (heniselves.

It is truly curious to see (hem play at tennis ;

their dexterity is wonderful, and some ot them will

throw themselves along (he ground (o mee( the

ball, and will repel it wi(h (heir shoulder. This

game is well ordered : (hey have regular umpires,

and there is much iK'tling on the two sides, or par-

ties, which regularly anronnf to hi each.

Tile women, in (he incin time, occupy them-

selves in making very line croekery-ware, an<l in

weaving curious garments and nets, sacks, I'^c. of

hemp, or ;}//«, which (hey procure iVoin (lie iMan-

riclie, as also in making pavilions or tents to de-

fend (hem whils( asleep from the swarms of mos-

quitoes with which (hey are infested. About mid-

ilay they give over (heir labour, and also amuse
themselves in^playing at ball, and with no less dex-

terity (lian their husbanils.

These Indians have, in their |)lay. a way of cut-

ting and lacerating themselves with I. on spikes to

Muh a degr ;', (ha( in order tt) slop thiniselves

from bleeding to deaUi (hey are obliged to plunge

into (he told river, aiid will there till nj)the wounds

with sand ; a practice which, instead of being fatal

to them, niakes diem robust and hanly. 'i'hey are

loud of eating earth ; and this food is, no doubt,

prevented from being fatal (<> (hem tlirfntgh the

(inantily of oil or grease of liu; alligator, wi(h which

(hey mix i( up.

This is (he only iia(ion of Indians of this king-

dom who permit polygamy. Tlie young men arc

forced to marry old widows, and tiie old men, on

losing (heir wives, may marry young women
;

o r o
since they assert that it is matlness to put two
foolish unexperienced people together.

These Indians were, l()rmerlv, very numerous
and a( constant war with the Caribes, until that
these, aided by the Dutch, brought fire-asms into
(he field, when the Otomacos we're so iliseomfited
as to betake (heniselves (o unknown and distant
parts.

They make their bread of certain roots, which
they permit (o putrefy in water, and then mix it

up with the enrtli and grease, « we iiave before ob-
served. This nation is bounded «. r. by (he nation
of the Paos, and n.tc. by (lia( of (he Irnuros.
They liegan to be reduced (otlie Catholic fiiitli bv
(he.Fesnits in IT^jJ.

^

()T()Mli;S, a nation of civilised Indians of
Nueva Espana

; thus called as beinir d.seendaiils
ofOfomiel, sixth .son of Iztac Micuall, a noble of
the Seven Caves, and of one of (he most numerous
iialions of tlia( kingdom.
They became united io the republic of Tlax-

cala, when (hey fled from (he war made against
(hem by (he em|)eror of Mexico, who wished (o
subject them (o his dominion; and when (he same
tieclared war agains( this republic, the greatest
confidence was put in these Indians, au'd (hey
wer<' placed at the very frontiers of Mexico : also
111 reward for their services tliev were endowed
with great honours, and the first f.imiJiesof Tlax-
cala gave them their dauijhters (o wili- ; nor have
the Mexicans been ever able (o shake (heir alle-
giance to (his republic.

At the en(rance of ilie Spaniards, (hev were in-
duce;! to serve in (he coM(|ues( of that einpire, and
after tlii:i they changed (heir name from (){oniies
to Chichini<"cas,

OTONC.AITF.CO, a small settlement of the
jnoviine of Mexico and kingdo.n of Nueva lis-
pana, where Cmies, alter Hie fatigues o( bailie,
listed himself the nioju i|.a( he retired from
Mexico, and where he aflersvards coiisirsielcd a
temple, wuli the title ot Nucslia Scfioia. Sec |{.,-
Mi'.nios.

OTONTKPKC, San- .Ican ,y , a sedlemcnt of
(he head s(;llleiiient of the dis.riet of rinlovma
,\\\{\nlcaltHn w/yor of 'rampico, in .Nueva INpafia.'
It contains lift tamilics ol Indians, and is 1;; !,• iir«u\s

ti\ of its head settlement.
^

O'l'OlMltl, a large river of (he kingdom ,,f

Peru, which rises between the Inambari a:ul V\\.
chivara, near the province of l*aiicariam!>o. It
runs with (lilieren( names f()r an infinite mmiher of
leagues through unknown countries oi jnfidd |„.
diaiis, making one large curve, i.rild tint, direct-
ing its course to w. in ihc territory or (oiintry «.(


