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wo Iiiivp no (lofiiiit*^ infonnation corn'OVMinj; him. In 1790

tiiid 1791 we find him in Piiriis, Franoe, whore he was a

fre<|upnt visitor at the Do L' Epeii School for tlio Deaf and

Dumb, whicii was then earried on by the Abbe Sicard, De

L' Kpee liavinjr died in 17H9.

Tile Abbe Do I/Kpee had l)oen a philanthropist after his

own lioart^—a man wlio Iiad devoted his life and his fortmie

to the unfortunate Deaf-and-Dumb—a m:in who refused

payment for his services, allowing the wealthy to e<lu('ate

their own children by othei' teachers, and devoted himself

to the poor, without emolument. Althoujjh the inventor

of the system of instruction whicli bears his name, charac-

terized by the use of a conventional lan<rua<;e of sijrns,

De L'Epee was not wedded to anything; save the good of

his pujjils. He tau<!:ht them to speak, and to read speech

fvoni the inou.ths of others, as well as to conmuuticate by

finjror-spelling and si<;ns ;—But the Abbe Sicard had <riven

uj) teaching them uttei'anco, conducting their education

so'ely by silent methods of instruction, a plan which

grieved the kind heart of Francis Green, who had tender

recollections of the success attuined in this direction with

his own son.

Returning to Lonvlon, after his visit to Paris in 1790

aJid 1791, he became again >mbued with tlu^ idea of estul)-

lishing a charitHbUv institution in London for tiie free

instruction of the deaf, lie at once set about the under-

tiiking, and then found that a few gentlemen had already

begun to take steps upon a similar enterprise. Without

intpiiring as to how far they were indebte(! to him for their

first ideas upon the subject, thi'ough his publication of

" V^ox Oculis Sul>jectH" in 17SH, he at once abandoned his

own plans, and united with them to bring about the practi-

cal execution of their ideas. These efforts were successful,

and in 1792, there Avas established in Bermondsey, near

London, under the patro.'.age of the Marr|uis of Bucking-

ham, the first charitable institution for the education of


