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. aUe for steamboats; for •which I havo Sir

James*Douglas' authority. ' Indeed the-Hud-
Bon Bay Company thought seriously of placing

• a steamer on' this part of the line during the

excitement of 1858-9. Above Edmonton it

is navigated by the bateaux of the Company,
drawing 4 feet of -water, up to Rocky Moun-
tain House, 140 miles higher ; and there can
be no doubt that the lower half of this dis-

tance up to the rapids, below Brazean river,

is navigable for lightstoamers. Cumberland
House and Fort Edmonton are two of the
most northern points on the whole of this

Overland Route. The latter is in lat. 65° 30.

2,100 feet abovo L -. Winipeg, and 2,728
feet above the sea. .' I ^f coal. 10 feet

thick, of the tertiary {?j ormation crops
out here, and beds are a^'. found cropping
out on Battle Rivor, the Pembina, the Atha-
basca and elsewhere, dipping towards the
east. The finest wheat is raised at Edmon-
ton, and at Sb. Albans and St. Ann, two
settlements in the neighbourhood.

From Edmonton up the North Saskatchewan,
as far as its bend towards the south, a little

,,
below the Rapids and about 6 miles below the
Junction of Brazean River , , .

.

13 Thence across the plain, nearly due west, and
over the Pembina and McLeod Rivera, two
clear shallow streams flowing over pebbly
bods, about 80 feet below the plain, to the

swift turbid Athabasca, a little above the

Roche h Miotte and Jasper's House opposite

[3,372 feet abovo the sea]. A coach and six

could be driven over a ^^^eat part of tliis

plain . . . . . . ,

.

14 Thence south up the Athabasca to Henry's
House, at the Head of Navigation and the
foot of the

" Tete Jatjne Pass "

16 Thence in a W.N.W. direction up the narrow,
rocky valley of the Miette, a deep, tortuous,

rapid stream, 30 yards wide, and along a
small tributary called Pipe Stone Rivor, to

the Summit or Watershed of the Tete
Jaune Pass, 3,760 feet above the sea. This
Pass is described in " Milton and Cheadle's
North-west Passage by Land," 6th edition,

p. 250, as follows:—"In the course of our
morning's journey we were surprised by
coming to a atream flowing from the west-
ward. We had unconsciously passed the
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