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ALASKA AND THE PEINDEER.

HY IJEUT. J. C. CASnnrELX..

^fS.HK landing
t T from t li e

'^i
"^1 I'nited States reve-

' line cutter Brar. at

Port Clarence. Alas-

ka, d u r i 11 ji the
inoiitli of July, i.Sy2,

of a herd of iso

domesticated reindeer ])urchased in

Siberia, toj;ether witli four native

vSiberiaii herders, marks the establish-

ment of the first herd of the kind on
the Western continent. This is an

event of more than ordinary imjx.r-

taiice. If it is successful it will

create throughout Northern and Cen
tral Alaska a new food su])])ly in

l)lace of the walrus, wliale, fish and
fur-bearinj;- land animals that are

yearly becoming .scarcer and more
difficult to obtain.

Kurnislied a better and .surer fiMid

sup})ly, the native Ivskimo population

now decreasing in numbers may rea-

soiialdy be expected to increa.se ; and
changing them from mere hunters to

herd.sineii will be the fir.st npwani
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•; their civilization. With
:i.-e and civilization of the

xad the general introduc-
'-' mesticated reindeer herds
: AIa.~ka. the \ast unknown
nr northern province can

':,!ily explored. Lines of

atron between di.stant .settle-

". he kept open during the
' ;r months and the frigid,

. n<-jw comparatively useless

-'.-.xt little known region will

-<mrce of wealth and pros-

"Iie land.

-'"'mate necessity of the V. S.

- -.r, either to feed the
r. >vide some means by
;:i feed themselves, has

'•jtttn growing more apparent.
jii.'ir. there was a large popula-

.'jii.-t F'.skimos, whose food

; ;nvc(l from the jmrsuit
jj walrus and hair seal.

- Harrow, in 1S28, Captain
';un<I Nuwuk a village

' people; in 1S63, ".here

Crf^ while now there are not
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