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larjTcly owin^ to tl\i- vi^oiuus action of tlu- koin;m Catholic clcrfjy in

upholding' the action of the iJomitiion government and denouncing; rebell-

ion and sidition. Of the twenty I-'rench Conservative members of Par-

liament who joined tiie Rouges in forming the s<i-called National party,

all but seven are said to have returned to the support of the administra-

tion, and even should the twenty join the Reformers in a vote of want of

confidence, the government would still have a large majority. Much has

been said about the demonstrations in Montre.d against the government,

but the great body of I'rench-Canadians took no part in them. The eflfigy-

burninj; was mostly done by medical students of Victoria University, who
gladly seized the opportunity for a lark. They good-humoredly sang

songs i;s they marched through the streets, and the only occasion when
trouble was feared was the night that the medical students of Mc(jill

University turned out in a body, and being joined by a number of other

}'oung men, some of whom were members of the volunteer regiments in

civilian dress, paraded the west end of the city, threatening to attack the

Victoria students if they entered the English section. Mr. Beaugrana,

the energetic Mayor of Montreal, addressed both bodies of 'udents,

exacting from each a promise not to cross Rleury .Street, the dividing line

between .he English and French sections, and so a fight was avoided. On
the following Sunday afternoon ten or fifteen thousand people crowded

to Champ de Mars square and listened quietly to the speeches of the

French-Canadian orators. They had nothing to do after church in the

morning, the day being generally regarded as a holiday by the French,

and it was a pleasant way to pass the afternoon, for these French Canadian

politicians are all fine speakers. But the agitation was carried on most

hotly in the newspapers. The circulation of the French papers depends

upon the encouragement of French sentiment, and they kept the excite-

ment up as long as possible. That the French-Canadians in general were

not very greatly interested in the matter is shown by the fact, that not-

withstanding all the efforts to raise a Riel fund, before and since the exe-

cution of the rebel leader, only about $250 was collected, which was
recently sent to Madame Riel,

There never was anything more absurd than this Riel agitation in

Quebec province, and many French-Canadians are now ashamed of their

part in it. In the first place Riel had very little French blood in his veins.

He himself claimed that his Scandinavian ancestors, the Rielsons, emi-

grated to Ireland and intermarried with the Irish, that afterward, emigrat-

ing to Canada and dropping the termination " son," they intermarried

with the French and Indians. The French-Canadians are Roman Catho-
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