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to Provi(lono(> " Tlicii tii.-'liiii){ to tluMloor, Mlii-re my «-ur Wiuifrliu-U

to the kt'vholf, ami where he ne.irly cuiufht me:
" Annuiiiice. " Slid he to ine in a very loucl voiee, " MonHieiir

F»''lix I'hWhiin atitt family."

Then'U|K)n u diKjr oiH-mtl ami flvo or six p<!rsoii8 came nut, wlio

wert UhI hy Monsieur I'ic.pf intii the mIhii.

At the .Hi>.'lit <il her luv.r .Maiiiin.nselle Cnlleville fauite.I, imt th«>

Hpell WU8 MH)ii over, auil, hteiii^ .MiuiMieiir Kilix at her fei-t, hIiu

thjt'W ht-rni'lf, weeiiiii^;, into Mailaiiie Thuillier's arum, (Tying:
" (xKlinofher, voii always tol«l ine to hoiM'.

"

Mademoiselle Thiiillitr, wli.>, us I hav4' ulwayH thoiij^lif, (iespite

her inirsh nature aii>l la.k of o.liieatioii, is a very remarkuhU-
Woman, hail a happy inspiration;

"One moment," i^lie paiil, for they were just Ftartin^ for the
din intr-n Mini. "Monsieur I'hellion, ' i-lio nai 1, piini; np to iMm,
"monsieur and tild friend, I ask the hand of .Monsieur Felix I'hel-

lion for our 'idopted daughter. Mademoiselle Colleville. "

"l>ravo, hravol" « lied all in chorus.

"My (iod!" Kiid Monsieur Irli.t Phellion, tiarfiilly, "what have
I done to dewerve ^o j;reat a liappine^is !"

"You have lieeii an horn >t man, and a f'hriijtian without know-
iuK !t," replied the Ahhe (ioiidrin.

Hero la Pcyradc llunj: down tlu^ lottcr.

'•Well, you iiaveii't finished ii?" -aid Corentin. pickinp it

ii[). '"ihit tliere"s not iiiucli mure; .M. Ilonri infnnii- ine that

this scene alfecteil liim; that kiunvinL'^ J had Innnerh' taken an
interest in tliis iiiJirria<,'c, he had tlinu^dit proper li> ^'ive ino

the details of its coneliision, and like all poliee reports, .some-

wliat t'.xtcndcil, he (•(includes liy a sliLrhtly veiled demand for a
reward. Ah! hy the way," rcsuiucd ("uivjitin, "there is one
detail of some itiiportaneo:"

The Knu'lisli Woman i.iade it known diirinir dinner that, having
no heirs, her fortune, after the deaths of herself and husliani!, will

HO to telix, who, as a eonsoiiueuee, will heionie enurniously
weidthv.

La Peyrade had risen and was striding lajtidlv ahout the
room.


