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128 NOTES ON JULIUS C^SAR [act V.

Questions.

1. Brutus speaks of the victory of Antony and Octavius as a

"vile conquest." Why?

2. In his prophecy over the body of C^ar in Act .111^
^^tonyh^

spoken of "Cajsar's spirit ranging for revenge. How was ms

prophecy fulfilled?

3 We know that Brutus as leader of the conspirators ';nade ^any

xn^takes. How then can you justify Antony's eulogy m hnes 73-76?

4 It was in reaUty Antony who made the arrangemento for the

dispJitirortheb^ of Brutus. Why then, do^ ^edrama^st

rep^ent Octavius as giving the final mstructions, in hnes 76^1?

Stjmmaby of Act V.

Act V. opens with a parley between Brutus a^d Cas«u«j^ on the

one hand and Antony and Octavius, on the other Then foUow

Z bauSs orPhUippif with the deaths of Cassuis '.nd B^tus, and

the play closes with the triumph of Antony and Octavius.

"So call the field to rest; and let's away

To part the glories of this happy day.

To outward appearances Brutus and Cassius have failed. AU the

conspVrators exc^t Brutus "did that they did in envy of great C«sar.

aXen though Brutus "in a general honest thought and common

K^ toall, made one of them," the events of the «tory rfiow ^hat he

'^fighting against the spirit of the times, which he did not under-

t^d But even if Brutus and Cassius are defeated, we feel that the

b^ friendship of Cassius and the ideals of Brutus become them

'

tttr even in defeat, than the cold unsympathetic sp^it of Octaviu^

^rthe^acherous eloquence of Antony, and that Brutus is right

when he prophesies that he

"Shall have glory by this losing day.

More than Octavius aad Mark Antony^^

By this vile conquest shall attain unto.

Lofty ideals and noble purposes, even though they bring d^eat in

their train, are better than mere practical wisdom, even though it

5 follow^ by worldly success. Brutus, not C»sar. Octavius, or

Antony, is the real hero of the play.


