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the treaty is a suggestion tlynt is not con-
ceived iu the best spirit thaf should prevail
on an Important question llke that. We
took a different course. My lion. friend bas
asked us wby we sent my colleague, Mr.
Lemieux, to Japan. 1 xviii tell hlm frankly.
We do flot suppose that the goverument of
Japan has gone back on the uuderstanding
wbicb we had with Janî ; but our conten-
tion is that certain parties have eluided the
understandin-tbat instead of scnding their
immigrants to British Columbia, whici fthe
Japanese aufliorities won Id have prevented,
fliey sent tim te another country, to Hlono-
lulu, wlicc fliey were pissed over fo Brit-
ish Columbia. Then we sent otar'commiis-
sioner te Tokio in order to hiave au utider-
standing on this point andi to have flie
understaading rcspccted. Tihis is the'posi-
tion we are in at flic prosent moment, and
I fink if is a position flot wvill <'maîaend
itseift' f the judgmenf of flic people of Brit-
isli Columbia w'hicn if la properl- cxiioundcd
f0 fhem. The people of British Columbia
have certain views uponi fhls question. 1
would itot be lionest witiî IysbIf and witli
thcmi werc I f0 5fly that I share tiiese vicws;
but whilst 1 do not share theni, I arn bound
to respect thent. We are bourid f0 sec thiît
fthc view-s of ail people in a free countrv
like thîs arc given respect f0. But xývheni
fliey know fliaf if is ou i ni f0 have cou-
tinued flic condition of fhings whîiel lias pre-
vaiied in flic last six or seven years and
wifh which tbey found no faulf, fiîey must
be saflsfled with the position wc liavc taken
on this question.

But, Sir, I have another reproac tef0 inake
againsf my hion. frienti and a far more
grievous one wifh regard f0 bis conducf and
language in British Columbhia, and if is fliat
the bion. gentleman. yielding f0 ftic impor-
tunifies of Mr. McBride, flic Prime Minister
of Brifish Columbia, lias undertaken f0 re-
open flic question of flic provincial subsidies
whidh was closed here iasf year. My lion.fricnd aiiudiug f0 thaf la bis speech in
Oftawa, sild

Mr. Fielding sud seme of his subsidized
organs are distressed aud disheartened because
of my attitude iu respect of the financial, re-
lations between British Columbia and t he Do-
minion. From 1902 to 1904 1 made a pretty
careful study of this subject and in the latter
year I made the foiiewing pledge to thaf pro-
vince:

' Let me say fliat 1 have given mucli thought
te the conditions in British Columbia, whicli,
in your opinion, cali for special attention in
cousidering fthc financial relations between the
Dominion and that province. You dcaimi not
only that these conditions are exceptional and
peculiar to the situation and physical charac-
ter of your province, but aise that they are
permanent in their nature. ln my opiniolr
they are sucli as te command immediate in-
quiry ;ami investigation, te flic end fIat any
injustice cleariy established may t:e immedi-
ately reiieved.'

-Nothiug lias since eccurred which in my
opinion takes away the bindiug cliaracter of

thaet pledge and during my recent campaigu I
told the people of British Columbia that it
stili held good.

Now, Sir, the lion, gentleman says that
since lie spoke as lic did lu 1904 nofhing lias
occurred whieb in bis opinion fakes away
the binding cliaracter of tînt pledge. Why,
Sir, everything bus occurred f0 remove fhe
bumîding chiaracter of tînat piedge. My Ion.
fricnd is awarc, everybody is aware, that
tat question was considcred ln fhis House

net inter titan laqi: session, that a new ar-
rangemenit wns made with the provinces to
wlîicli. flîy wcre ail parties, and net n word
of dissent frein if xvas heard on flic floor
0 fis House, and fiaf flic resoinfiens have
sitîce received ftie saniction of an iînperlal
Acf of parlilmeut.

Mr. Rl. L. BORDEN. And %vliceh sfruck
eut thet Wvuîds ' finai and unalterabie.'

Sir WILFRID LAURIER. Where?

Mr. R. L. BORDEN. Iu flie body of flic
Acf, I understoed.

Sir WILFRID LAURIER. Not ii flic
body of flic Acf ; but I wiil fell flic hou.
genitleman xvîat took place. This question
of provincial subsidies lias been eue of flic
most dangerous questions wlîich fIs con-
federation lias ever lad f0 deal witli. From
fle icfrst flic arrangement wbich wns made
was net safisfacfory f0 any province. It
xvas safisfactory to cerfain provinces fliat
flic provinces shouid lie aliowed f0 sharo
la flic revenues 'coiiected, by flic Dominion;
but flic arrangement eîubodied in flic Acf
0f Coufederafion was fliat tînt porfioii or
flic revenues te, le allotfed by flic Dominion
f0 flic provinces sbould be fixcd and permian-
eut according fo flic population of 1861. 1
say that thils arrangement w-as eue of fthe
w'eakest points lu flic Acf of Confederation.
If breugîf cenfederation indeed, upon more
flan one occasion, periiously near te a dis-
solutionu. The iuk of flic Acf of Confedera-
f ion of 1867 was scarcely dry wieu flie
provision flicre cnacfed xvas violafed ln
faveur of Nova Scof la ; flic year after If
was viointcd lu faveur of New Brunswick;
anîd year affer ycar new arrangements were
made, now iif ene proviuce, now wifh an-
ofber province. Sudh a course must have
bcen extremely mischievous. When specli
provision was made wifli one province, if
creafcd jcalousy lu anoflier, and immedi-
ately fiat other province made a demand
for similar frenfment. This wept on from
year f0 year until tire provinces tliemselves
came te tic point of profesfing agalnst If,
and asked for a rendjustmenf of flic subsi-
dies. Iu 1887 a couference of flic provinces
fooic place at flic cify of Qucbec, and flicy
asked for a new settiemeaf. Anoflier con-
ference took place soine years afferwards,
and a third and a feurf 1 ; and affer we bad
beeu fcn years iii office we determincd to
have. a last confereuce here lu flic city of


