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Mr. PUGSLEY. In tbe last census it
prevented New Brunswick and Nova Scotia
from preserving their previous representa-
tbon.

Sir WILFRID LAURIER. I put thiu to
my bon. friende from North Toronto and
from Kings and Albert: If, at tbe last
census, we bad elimlnated the wiole of the
population of Manitoba and the Nortbwest
Terrltoriee, would not the diminution of
the reprggentatlon of New Brunswick and
Nova Scotia have been less than It la to-
day? I bave not the figures under my
haud, but I remember that the subject was
closeiy considered by the Hon. Mr. Blair
at that lime, and he came to the concluion
that If the population of the Nortbwest had
been eliminated altogether tbe representa-
tIon of Nova Scotia and New Brunswick
would imve been 1arger than lit is to-day.
But I bave simply to sav this, as one of tbe
representatives from Quebec : At the trne
of coufederation Quebec was made the
pivotai prov-ince, around wbicb the repre-
sentation of th7e wbole Dominion revolved.
But that gives no advantage to tbe pro-
vince of Quebec, it Is a matter of entire
Indifference to tbe province of Quebec.
But, If it is to us a matter of total Iudif-
ference and It Is a matter not of Indifference
but of great Interest to tbe maritime pro-
vinces, for my part, I would flot be averse
to selecting anotber mode of representa-
tion. On this matter 1 f eel very strongly
that we should flot have any province bar-
bouring the feeling that there had been an
Injustice done to It. The basis of repre-
sentation adopted at the time of confedera-
tion was beiieved to be just and equltable
sud uotbing could be more detrimental to
confederation Itself than the existence of
sucb a beilef, and If we are Iu a position
to remedy tbat beIlef tbere is no reason
wby the question shouid not be tackled at
the proper time. But, I wouid observe to
the bon. member for Rings and Albert (Mr.
Fowler) that be bas attacbed undue Import-
ance to the addition wblch Is sald to bave
been made Iu 1896 to the area of the pro-
vince of Quebec and that he bas attacbed
undue Importance to the extension wblcb It
is proposed to make to the province of Que-
bec to-day. My bon. friend knows that at
the present time, lu the added terrItory,
there la not one voter. It may be that
there wlIl bc some voters ut the tirne of the
next census. If It be true tbat the boun-
dary of Quebec was the height of land,
wblcb la the opinion of the Minister of
Justice, then probably it ls quite certain
that the construction of tbe Grand Trunk
Facific will brlng a population into tbat
Part of Quebec whlcb wiii, to some exteut,
altbough not rnaterially, affect tbe unit of
representation. I do not tbink it wili affect
the néxt census. I do not tbink it is pos-
sible tbat it will do so, but lu the future

it may bave some effect. But, lu so far
as Ungava Is concerned, It wili be many
generations, I arn afrald, before the popula-
tion of Ungava wili bave to be taken Into
conslderation wben we have to determine
what saal be the unit of representatio:ù lu
this Hlouse. I wisb It were otberwise. I
wisb I could say to the House that I be-
leve that there would be a large popula-
tion lu Ungava, and If there were to be a
large population lu Ungava I would have no
besîtation lu saying to rny compatriote lu
Quebec: Do not besitate to dIsarrange the
basis of representation s0 as to glve satis-
faction to the other provinces. I do not
tbink the ameudment which bas been
moved lsaut aIl justified by the circum-
stances of the case. The contingency is too
remote. I would say more; it la not advis-
able at tbis moment to burden this resolu-
tion witb conditions. The conditions should.
be lef t altogether open. I cail the atten-
tion of bon. gentlemen to these pregnant
words lu the resolutioli:

That, ppon the legisiature of the. province
of Québec consenting thereto, it is exipedient
to extend the boundsries oi the eaid province,
upon such terrms and conditions as may be,
agreed to -by the said aegislsiture and by par-
liament. t

These words cover everytbing. Tbe3y
cover the very sulbject lu baud. At the
next session of parliarnent, If the goveru-
meut see fit to present a concrete resolu-
tion. from the legIslature of Quebec offerIng
to take advantage of this resolution, and
bon, gentlemen on tbe other aide of the
House aay it la not sufficient, tbat they bave
the right to insist that somes provision
sbould be made for another basis of repre-
sentatIon, then we can refuse our asseut to
the resolution of tbe Quebec legislature. As
far as I cau see it there la no necessity for
inserting sncb au ameudment as bas been
moved by the bon. member for Colchester.-

Mr. J. J. HEUGHES (Rings, P.E.I.). Mr.
Speaker, tbis Is an Important question, no
doubt, and one to, wbicb tbe goverument
bas given sorne attention. Parliament bas
not bad the opportuuity of giving it tbe
same arnount of consideration and for my
part, as a member of parliament from the
maritime provinces, I wouid f eel reluctant
to vote for the resolution as it stands were
Lt not for tbe fact tbat my rigbt bon. friend
the Prime Minieter (Sir Wilfrid Laurier),
my bon. friend tbe Minister of Finance
(Mr. Fielding), and other members of tbe
goverument bave declared that wben thîs
matter cornes again before parliament at a
subsequent session we will be mast as free
to consider aIl tbe details as we are to-day,
that we wii be free to amend, accept or
reject tbe wbole of it, and details
wili be tbe question of tbe represen-
tation of the amalier provinces. Tbe
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