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e rriansesesence

Tug Cavans LuanprvAN is publicied in the inter. ts of the lumber
trade and of ailied sndustries throughout the tdvnim . ang the only re-
presentative in Canada of this foremo-t branch of e wataere > > thig couns
try.  Jtaimsat giving full and timely information on all sut jects touchg
these interests, discussing thes tupics aditorially and inviting free discuss
sion by others,

Sspecial fains are taken to secure the latest and most trustworthy mar
ket quotations from various points throuzhout the world, so as to a(?;rd to
the trade 1 Canada information on which 1t can rely 1n its operanions.

Specinl comrespondents in localities of importance prewent an accurate
report not only of Praces and the condition of the market, but alo of other
matters &pecially interesting tu vur readers.  But correcpundence is not
only welcome, bt is invited from all who have any information 1o com.
mulicate oF subjeuts to disvuss relating to the trade or in any way affecting
it. Even witen w e nay not be able to agree with the writers we will give
them q fair opportunity for frec discussion as the best meansof ehating
thetruehr | Any items of interest are pasticularly requected, for even if not
of great importance individually they contritute to a fund of information
from which general results are obtained.

Advertisere will receive carefvl attention and liberal treatment. We
need 1ot Point out that for many the CANADA LUMEERMAN, with its spes
cial class of readers, is -ot only an exceptionally good medium for secuning
publicity, Lut is indispensable for those w ho would bring themelves before
the notice of that clas  Special attention icdiected to ** WaxTep™ and
“Fok SALK™ advertivements, which will be inserted in a conspicuous posi
tion at the uniform price cf_l? cents per line foreach insertion. Announces
& s of thie character will be subject to a discount of 25 per cent. if
ordered for four successive issucs or longer.

ibers will find tke smallamount they my for the Caxana Luage
DERMAN 2.“"“ insignificant as compared with ity valie to them. There is
not an individual in the trade, or specially interested in it, who should not
Le on our list, thus_obtaining the present benefit and aiding and encour
aguig us 10 render it even more camplete,

—_—

LOG EXPORT DUTY.

At the seswions of the Donamon Parhiament each
year that section of the lumbesr trade, who feel that the
free caport of logs to the Unned States, 15 an myjury 1o
the saw mall busisess i Canada, have aot fuiled to make
their protest heard. This season, however, these
claiims have been wged with much greater eneryy
and force than cver before. All along the northern
lumber section of the province, an cffort ir one direction
and another to influence parliament to reimpose the log
duty has been made.  The question was brought before
a recent meeting of the Orillia town council and a reso-
lution on the line of preventing a continuous export of
logs to the States was vigorously discussed by the
municipal fathers of that burg. Early in the month a
strong deputation, representing a considerable percen-
tage of the lumber interests in the Georgian Bay dis-
trict, waited on  Sir John Thompsun and pressed upon
bim the importance of placing an export duty on logs
exported from Canada to the States. It was alleged by
the deputation, in consequence of the  -ge growth in
this method of lumbering, that many nulls in that dis-
trict were closed down.

According to the despatch that appeared in the
daily and weekly press, both in Canada and the
United States, the statement was made to the Premier
that over 500,000,000 fi. had been sent from the United
States to Canada during the past ycar. Obviously this
was an egregious crror on the pait of the gentleman,
who acted as spokesman for the Georgian Bay interests.
orelse it was a very unwise statement to make. In
dealipg with matters, as exact as those of commerce,
exaggerated statements must alwgys react upoar those
who make them. So able and enthusiastic an advocate
for the protection of our forests as Mr. William Little
does not place the export much heyond onc half of
500,000,000 ft. It is probable that the total export dur-
ing the past year was about 300,000,000 feet, and owing
to a smaller cut, a result of the depression in the lumbes
trade, the export of logs for 1894 will hardly exceed this
figure,
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In 2t more public way the question of an export Cuty
came before the House a few days ago, Dr, Spronle
introducing the matter. e argued that the export of
logs from Canada was steadily inereasing.  ‘These were
the figmes given as taken from the tiade and nasigation
retwins - In 188y, $440,%05 ; in 1890, $645,194, in 1891,
$615.32; in 1852, $1,044,134 , and in 1893, $1,517,000
worth of logs. 1t is to be remembered, of course, that
at the time the smaller figures prevailed an esport duty
of $3.00 per thousand ft. on logs existed, and further that
after the removal of the export duty American lumber-
men became eatensive purchasers of Canadian fimits.
Dr. Sproule made the statement that 50 big mills on the
Georgian Bay had been closed down, as a result of this
change in the tanffy and tlousands of dollars worth of
machinery were lying idle and rusting away hecause of
this policy. .

Mr. Charlton in reply to Dr. Sproule, noted the pont
that the source of supply for the Collingwood, Parry
Sound, Midland and other idle mills on the Georgiar
Bay was just as far distant as to the mills on Saginav’
and other Amenican points where Canadian lumber was
being sawn.  So far as any practical purpose was con-
cemed Dr. Sproule’s sugkesuon did not meet with favor
by the House and the tanff on this point iemams undis-
turbed. A summaty of the debate 15 published 1 these
columns,

The Canba LusbrrMaN has, duting recent years,
presented this duty question in ats many dhfferent bear-
in.s  There has been no terest that hias not been fully
represented. By Mr. Little, © Canadensis * and others
the wgument i faver of holding to Canahians our
Caniudia « Iumber has been very exhaustively presented,
walst other witers, with as great fullness, have given
the oppusite view of the question.

The contention of some that the closing down of our
mills isa great sacrifice of Canadian labor and machinery
is et with the statement that the larger cost goes on the
logs before they reach the mill and any citcumstance that
gives an impetus to extensive logging, means an cularge-
mentofthe labo market.  Thentheresthus to be remem-
bered that, with the removal of the export duty on logs,
came the concession from the Umted States Govern-
ment ot a reduction on the duty of manufactured lunber
from Canada to the States, and 1t s a matter of
commeraal record that the result of this has been to
very largely augment the teade i the United States for
Canadian Jumber. Not without its force1s the state-
ment that the change in the tanfl nas also been the
means of introducing into Canada large amounts of
forcign capital, that would not, probably, have been
placed here under other conditions.

TLat the people generally of the towns and villages in
our northern district should feel warm on the question is
natural, and Canadians cverywhere must sympathize
with them in their efforts to prevent, what, they believe,
mcans the destructton of those commercial interests that
have proven the main stay of their different communities.
Tomen and women, who live in a communily, who
probably own their little properties there, whose sacial
and fawily ties are centered around and about these
places, it is no trifling affair to find, as it were, the cord
that has held all these interests together being Lroken
at one point and then another, ~ad they forced to make
sacrifices and scek other ficlds (0 make their bread and
butter.  This, we believe, is the shongest force at work
in an agitation for a reimposition of Jic export duty on
logs and it is cne that calls for much consideration.
When this phase is presented to lumbermen, who
belicve that the best interests of the trade aie served by
leaving tariff conditions, as they exist at present, the
reply is that ¢ ie local view of the question, as affecting
centain districts of the country, must give way for the
wider view, touching the country as a whole,

It is to be semarked, sofar as parliament is con-
cerned, while it is said that the cabinet is divided on the
question and the Minister of Finance has shown a strong
disposition favorable to protection of our forests, that
the Hon. W. B. Ives, president of the council, himself a
saw null owner,1 not an ultra-protectiomst, so far as
Jumber is concerned, and nearly all the promiucnt
lumbermen in parhament, including speaker Whate, are
opposed to a change.

‘There is a Canadian or national phase of the question,

that is not often discussed, and yet it is one of
much moment to our people as a people, independent of
any commercial inteiest in the article of lumber. W
refer to the statement frequently made, that in Ontan,
at least, our forests are becoming rapidly depleted ; and
it is worth consideriny, how far we should sacrifice a
present advantage only to meet with ultimate and i
most irrccoverable loss.

TARIFP CHANGES.

CERTAIN tariff regulations, as affecting the lumber in-
terests of the country, annasunced by the Minister of
Finance 1 his budget speech, have, within the past ten
days, undergune material change. It will be remem.
bered that wood pulp was placed on the free list by Mr.
Foster.  We pointed out in the April LUMBERMAN that
tlns was placing Canadian wood pulp manufacturers at
very unfair advantage m competition with American,,
The wood pulp industry at the time of the changes ¢
fected by the McKinley tariff, was unfairly dealt with,
and the step taken at the opening of parliament was only
an aggravation of the evil.  \We are glad to sce that the
Mumister of Finance has struck out wood pulp from the
free list, a duty having been placed on tlus article of 25

The consuderation, as frankly stated by Mr. Fastern
lus budget speech, in placmyg lumber and shingles oa
the free hzt was to concihate the Northwest farmers
1t was clear from the outset, so far as shingles were con-
cerned, that this change would, if not immediately, cer
tamnly at no late date, work seiious injury to the red
cedar slungle industry of British Columbia.  \Vashingte
ternitory shingle interests have been sufficiently disoigan.
1ized for some ime to make the manufacturers of those
territories anxious to place their slungles wherever it was
pessible to secure a market, even though this should be
done at a considerable cut in price. Pressure wi
promptly brought by British Columbia commercial -
terests on the government, and a result has been that

shingles have been taken off' the free list and placedat )

a duty of 207/, as before the change.

In the case of the lumnber interests of Manitoba, the
situation, if anything, has been aggravated by Mr. los
ter adding to the item of undressed lumber on the free
list, the words, * or dressed on one side only.” He sad
that the original concession was not found to be as use
ful to Mamtoba and the Northwest as it was intended to
be. The government intended to give the peopled
these territories ther lumber in the best availabl » fuim
without ecntircly making lumber free and entrenchn;
too much on the Jarge intcrests invelved in dressing and
preparing lumber for completion in its various foims
Mr. M:tin, the Libcial member for Winnipeg, sad
that in this the goverminent was making a valuable cot-
cession, but he would like it to go still further, ad
moved an amendment to add the words, “ and including
matched lumber.” The amendment, however, wasde
defeated, and the item as amcnded by the Finance
Minister was carried. A rejoinder by Mr. Haslam

Mr. Martin that the farmers of Manitoba wanted el

whole earth and the fence around it, very pertinently
expressed the situation as it affects the lumber intuess
of Manitoba. In the framing of our tariff; at all tumes
it 1s unfortunate that politics more often than business
is the preponderating influence in fixing rates. Ifcer
tain changes will secure votes in some particular due
tion, the change is usually made. Nothing has bee

plainer than this in noting the many and continuel} -3

changes that have been made in the tanff since it was
first presented to the House at the opening of Pl
ment.
done to conciliate the discontent that hadftaken posses
sion of a considerable section of the farming populatics
of the Northwest, and cven though a large and itnpor
tant industry, like that of hunbering, was to be sacrniliced
at the altar of politics, it mattered not.
Mr. Mather, of the Keewatin Lumber Company, and

It was felt that something would need tolbef,

Just hor s

other lumbermen of that section of the province fuch af
told in their own words on another page. They haned

had the serious drawback of excessive freight rates, andf

other difficulties to contend. with, in compctition wit}
the lumbermien of Minnesota.  From a business poit}

of view the Mimster of Finance would find, on inestr iy

gation, many stronger reasons for considering the clains




